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Suicide bombers kill 
23 in Egypt's popular 
Red Sea resort district 
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QC Small Town Lottery 
^ franchise holder sues 
Mayor Sonny Belmonte 


Gonzalez orders NBI 
to investigate graduate 


"эшо нази AO 
калоші NG 


By Leila B. Salaverria 
JUSTICE SECRETARY 


Raul Gonzalez said a crime 
had been committed when 
a graduating student stood 
up, unfurled a banner and 


called for President Maca- 

pagal-Arroyo's ouster dur- 

ing graduation rites at the 
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Erap, Ping tagged conspirators in US spy case 


DEPOSED PRESIDENT JOSEPH 
Estrada, Sen. Panfilo Lacson and for- 
mer Speaker Arnulfo Fuentebella have 
been identified as conspirators in a 
plot to get US intelligence materials 
from suspected spy Leandro Aragoncil- 
lo, the Star-Ledger newspaper report- 
ed yesterday. 

Assistant US Attorney Karl Buch for 
the first time publicly named the three 
during a hearing in Newark, New Jer- 
sey, on Monday as alleged participants 
in the unprecedented espionage case 


involving the White House, according 
to the newspaper. 

Estrada, Lacson and Fuentebella 
were described in charging documents 
аз “unindicted coconspirators” with 
Aragoncillo, a Philippine-born former 
intelligence agent and White House 
analyst suspected of passing confiden- 
tial materials to opposition leaders in 
his homeland. 

Investigators believe the three men 
might have sought the information as 
рап of a plan to overthrow President 


Macapagal-Arroyo, the newspaper said. 

Asked for comment, Estrada 
laughed off the allegation. 

Estrada said there was nothing 
“classified” in the papers he received 
either from Aragoncillo or his coac- 
cused, Michael Ray Aquino. The two 
were arrested last year in connection 
with allegations they had pilfered 100 
pieces of information from Washing- 
ton and passed them in e-mails to Ms 
Arroyo's opponents. 

“What I got were reports of the US Em- 


bassy about events that had happened 
here. There was nothing written there 
that we did not already know? Estrada 
told the Ivgume in a telephone interview. 
Lacson downplayed the newspaper 
report. “If they were going to indict us, 
they should have indicted us nine 
months ago when Aquino and Arag- 
oncillo were taken into custody,” Lac- 

son said ina telephone interview. 
Fuentebella declined immediate 
‘comment, saying he would like to read 
ERARPING/AS 


SC rules Palace ban 
on rallies is illegal 


Decision is unanimous: 13-0 


SC Chief Justice: 
Death penalty is 
unconstitutional 


By Delmar Cariño 
PDINorthern Luzon Bureau 
and Philip C. Тибета 

in Manila 


BAGUIO CITY—MOVES TO ABOLISH THE 
death penalty received a big boost when no 
less than Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban 
said the law on capital punishment "as writ- 
ten" was unconstitutional. 

Speaking on Monday at the first Supreme 
Court media seminar at the Baguio Country 
Club, the country’s top jurist said it was now 
up to Congress to repeal Republic Act No. 
7659. 

Panganiban's remarks drew immediate reac- 
tions in the House of Representatives. One con- 
gressman sounded elated, but another said the 
Chief Justice should have “shut up.” 

"The death penalty law as written is uncon- 
stitutional,” Panganiban said. “Thus, it fol- 
lows that lethal injection would also be un- 
constitutional.” 

He said that while the 1987 Constitution 
scrapped capital punishment, Congress was 
given the power to restore it on two condi- 
tions—that it be restored for heinous crimes 
and only on proof of “compelling reasons.” 

"Congress was not able to show the com- 
pelling reasons and the crimes mentioned 
therein are not heinous, anyway not all of 
them,” Panganiban said. 

‘The options available to lawmakers are to 
"reduce the number of crimes punishable by 
death or abolish the death penalty entirely 
hesaid. 

In her Easter message, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo announced that all death sen- 
tences would be commuted to life imprison- 

SCCHIEF/ALO 


By Delmar Cariño 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—IN A SECOND MAJOR BLOW TO 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, the Supreme Court yes- 
terday declared unconstitutional her policy allowing 
police to break up antigovernment rallies held with- 


out permits. 

“The so-called calibrated preemp- 
tive response (CPR) policy has no 
place in our legal firmament and 
must be struck down as a darkness 
that shrouds freedom,” the high 
court said in its 13-0 decision. 

“It merely confuses our people 
and is used by some police agents to 
justify abuses,” said the 36-page rul- 
ing penned by Assoc 
Adolfo Azcuna. Associate 
Reynato Puno and 


Chico-Nazario were on leave and did 
not oin in the voting. 

Malacafiang announced the CPR 
policy last September after Ms Ar- 
Toyo escaped an impeachment at- 
tempt in the House of Representa- 
tives over allegations she stole the 
May 2004 presidential election and 
her opponents announced they 
would take to the stre 


On Friday the Supreme Court also 
struck down a gag rule contained in 
Executive Order No. 464. The order 
prohibited government and military 
officials from appearing at congres- 
sional hearings without Ms Arroyo's 
consent. This decision, by a 140 
vote, affirmed Congress’ right to in- 
formation from the executive branch 
whenever it is sought in aid of legis- 
lation and the right of the people to 
take part in government. 

Tn its latest ruling issued in Baguio 
City, where the justices are holding 
their summer session, the tribunal 
directed Executive Secretary Eduar- 
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Malacafiang backtracks 
on lifting of 1296 oil VAT 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Michelle V. Remo 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY BACKTRACKED ON 
its proposal to lift the 12-percent value-added tax 
on petroleum products in the wake of adverse. 
market reactions and objections from the coun- 
чуў economic managers. 
The peso and Philippine stocks weakened yes- 
MALACANANG| AB 


WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENSE! Michael Ray 
Aquino's lawyer is seeking depositions from 
Estrada and Lacson. 


Biazon to Palace: 
Go easy on talk 
of May Day coup 


By T] Burgonio, 
Christine О. Avendaño 
and Luige A. del Puerto. 


SEN. RODOLFO BIAZON YESTERDAY CAU- 
tioned Malacafiang about warning of a Labor Day 
coup lest it be misconstrued as conditioning the 
peoples minds that it was about to issue a new 
proclamation to quell violent rallies, 

Biazon, a former Armed Forces chief of staff, 
ruled out any plot by rebel soldiers to mount a 
coup despite the lingering political crisis, but hé 
acknowledged that the threat of a withdrawal of 
support by officers was real. 

The Arroyo administration has been hounded 
by destabilization attempts since the “Hello Gar- 
ci” tape scandal broke out in June last year, but 
the threat of a coup was “nonexistent,” Biazon 
sai 

m asking Malacafiang to be careful about 
always raising the threat of a coup because the 
threat of a coup is nonexistent even at the height 
of instability starting after the waving of the two 

BIAZON/AI2 


"Faith defenders turn Nepali king bows to people power 


‘converts’ to ‘reverts’ 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE SPIRITUAL SERENITY OF 
Tibetan Buddhism lured a man in 
his 40s out of Catholicism. For al- 
most a decade, he wore a monks 
robe, becoming the first and only 
Filipino lama. 

Not long ago, too, an 18-year- 
old student from a Catholic uni- 
versity in Manila left the faith, 
joining his father who had 
walked with Mormons. 

‘Ata government agency in Port 
‘Area, Manila, all but one employ- 
ee abandoned Catholicism and 
had themselves baptized as Born 


‘Again Christians. 

"The search for spiritual relief, a 
reenergized faith, а more contex- 
tual religion or, simply, a better 
company of believers, is taking a 
number of Catholics elsewhere 

And unfortunately for the 
Catholic community, those who 
had left seemed convinced that 
the answers lay anywhere but in 
their 2,000-year-old faith. 

A relatively new Catholic 
group hopes to provide some im- è 
portant help. 

Since 2000, Defensores Fides, a 
small band of predominantly lay 


FAITHIAB. 


KING GYANENDRA 
had no choice but to 
jve in to the demands 


KATMANDU, NEPAL—HUNDREDS 
of thousands of people held a victo- 
ry rally in Nepal's capital on Tues- 
day after King Gyanendra an- 
nounced he was reinstating parlia- 
ment. 

‘Tens of thousands also crowded 
near the palace, demanding he 
leave the country. But rows of riot 
police blocked the demonstrators 
less than 500 meters from Katman- 
dus Narayanhity Palace. There 
were no reports of violence. 

The crowds made no attempt 
to break through but tore down 
metal signboards carrying ex- 
cerpts from the kings speeches 
and shouted “Gyanendra, thief, 
leave the country" 

The turmoil ín the Himalayan. 
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VICTORY PARADE in the streets of Katmandu celebrates restoration of 


liance on Tuesday called off weeks of protests, л? 
SO EO 


*, WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Mindanao wil continue о experience mostly cody 
‘kes wth scared ralshowers and isolated thunderstorms. The 
resol Ре county w be partly oud toat mes Cody with isolat- 
fa ranshowers or Munderiorms mosty i the allemoon or 
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House pushes Cha-cha plan B 


! By Michael Lim Ubac 


"EVEN AS DEBATE RAGES ON THE PEOPLES INI- 
tiative for Charter change, the House of Representa- 
tives is pushing ahead with its own plans to amend 


"the Constitution through 


constitutional amendments, yes- 
Vterday filed House Resolution No. 
£24230 calling for a constituent as- 
bz $embly to introduce constitutional 
fe fgmendments. It was signed by 173 


a constituent assembly. 


majority coalition failed to come 
up with the required 195 signa- 
tures immediately "te rest of 
[the] signatures will come as actu- 
alvotes in [the] plenary” 

He said he expected the resolu- 
tion to be tackled by the chamber 
next month and approved before 
Congress adjourns on June 10. 


“The 195 will constitute the con- 
stitutional requirement бг 
Congress to effect changes in the 
Constitution,” he said. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia con- 
tends that only three-fourths of all 
the members of Congress, or 195, 
‘would be needed for Congress to 
constitute itself into a constituent 
assembly. 

The Senate, which is largely op- 
posed to Charter change, wants the 
longer route via a constitutional 
convention of elected delegates. 

Attached to HR 1230 is a draft 
Constitution abolishing the Senate 
to pave the way for a unicameral 
parliament. 


‘Once the House plenary adopts 
the draft, the next step is approval. 
through a plebiscite. 

"The draft Constitution will not 
pass through the Senate for either 
modification or concurrence. 

"We are not closing doors. But 
we can't say that we will sit down 
with the Senate if the senators 
don't want to,” said Jaraula. 

Jaraula-said the House resolu- 
tion calling for a constituent as- 
sembly was not in conflict with the 
Palace-backed people's initiative. 
He said the two would comple- 
ment each other. 

"It will depend on which comes 
first" he said. 


He explained that the proposals 
of the people's initiative with re- 
gard to Article 6 and 7 of the 1987 
Constitution—changing the sys- 
tem of government with transitory 
provisions—were “substantially 
the same as the House proposals." 

The difference is that the peo- 
ples initiative only contemplates a 
shift to a parliamentary system 
with a unicameral parliament 
while the House resolution propos- 
ез а "package of amendments” in 
the political and economic provi- 
sions of the Charter, 

Jaraula said the draft Constitu- 
tion called on President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to "share power with 


the interim prime minister” limit- 
ing her functions to certain areas. 

“During the interim, when the 
interim parliament shall have 
elected an interim prime minister, 
the likelihood is for President Ar- 
royo to delegate some powers to. 
the prime minister. It's not dimin- 
ishing her powers but enhancing 
her ability to govern by having 
more time for a focused aea," said 
Jaraula. 

“A delegated power can be with- 
drawn anytime. So it will not di- 
minish [her powers]. The adminis- 
trative/bureaucratic work will be 
left with the prime minister” he 
said, 


КОЗА MARINES CAPTAIN YESTERDAY ACCUSED 
former Sen. Gregorio "Gringo" Honasan in 
зе ошт of planning a mutiny against the Prési- 
нел in July 2003 and agitating soldiers to 
Теше political power. 

fe Honasan, hailed as a hero of the “people pow- 
[СЕ uprising that toppled dictator Ferdinand 
SieMarcos in 1986, is on trial with 37 active and re- 
SSfired soldiers over the bloodless, one-day 
Srétakeover of Oakwood Premiere a luxury apart- 
{теп complex in Manila's financial district (See 
[related stories on Page AS and A7). 

ff, onasan, a former army colonel who is also 
{charged with rebellion along with 48 others over 
сап alleged coup plot against President Macapa- 
Sgal-Arroyo in February, has been in hiding for 
two months and has not appeared in court. 


Pedrito Dulanas, a Marines captain and pros- 
есшїоп witness, said Honasan had told a group. 
of captains and lieutenants during secret meet- 
ings in June 2003 that "force, violence and 
armed struggle should be used to overthrow the 
government.” 

Dulanas said he was recruited by another 
Marines captain, Gary Alejano. The two were as- 
signed, at that time, to the elite presidential se- 
curity group guarding Arroyo and her family. 

At one meeting, Honasan described Arroyo 
and Angelo Reyes, then her defense secretary аз 
“very corrupt,” Dulanas said. 

Dulanas told the court he was terrified by 
Honasaris warning that “if we can kill our ene- 
mies, we can also kill our comrades,” so he pre- 
tended to goalong withthe plan. Reuters 


AUSTRALIAN EDUCATION EXHIBITION 


[Жө eon 
| nw you con oped 


1555 Qx4028159875." Y 
RIENE 


freee 


5-6 May 2006 


Mepue:, Mondo A 


M aes 


А кага, пера 
A Žu to talk to АРЫШ Е ртезетіаћмез about 
jn Austroto 969 SER 


nec 


EDUCATION 
AUSTRALIA 


VEN 
irte 


-=a FOR ALL YOUR 


NAME IT! W 


DRIVE IN FOR A CHECK-UP! 


SEE THE DIFFERENCE AND. 
FEEL THE RESULTS. 


ENT 
iuro senio | 
ж 
ЭШИМ CREDIT CARDSACCEPTED |, 


АМА CENTER, A ARIAL AVENUE FORMERLY PASAY | | 
ROAD, CORNER WEST RI, MARATICATY 
8922212 ө 6922213 © 8922214 
8367552 © 8867551 


wee 


' AUTO REPAIR AND 
E'VE GOT IT! 


Auto Service Center 


PARKING 


SAY учук 


ү 


THIS WAY 


Gringo tagged in Oakwood mutiny Lim, Trillanes amed 


but not charged in coup 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


SOME OF THOSE RECOMMENDED 
for investigation in connection with 
the attempted coup on Feb. 24 es- 
caped being charged with rebellion 
by the Department of Justice. 

Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, Navy Lt. Anto- 
nio Trillanes and several other rebel mili- 
tary officers had been tagged by witness- 
ез in the preliminary investigation con- 
ducted by the DOJ as having been pre- 
sent at meetings ofthe groups plotting to 
‘overthrow the Arroyo administration, 
yet no charges were filed against them 
unlike six party-list representatives and 
42 others, including former Sen. Grego- 
rio Honasan and Communist Party of 
the Philippines founder Jose Ma. Sison. 

“In the interest of justice, and that is 
ош role, and to have a complete picture 
of the case if they are really involved, 
there is a need to investigate this,” said 
Senior State Prosecutor Emmanuel Ve- 


Jasco, head of the DOJ panel that recom- 
mended the fling of rebellion charges 
against the party-list congressmen and 
theres. 

Velasco said the reason Trillanes, Lim 
and the others were not investigated al- 
though their names came up in the 
probe was that they were not named in 
the complaint the Philippine National 
Police had submitted to the DOJ. 

"There was no recommendation for 
them to be charged. But their names 
were in the affidavits, which was why 
we recommended their investigation in 
ош resolution,” Velasco told reporters. 

Aside from Trillanes and Lim, others 
recommended for investigation for re- 
bellion were Albert de Mesa Guyal and 
Col. Rafael Galvez. 

Trillanes was a leader of the failed 
Oakwood mutiny of 2003, 

while Lim, leader of the elite Scout 
Rangers Regiment, had threatened to 
withdraw support from President Maca- 


pagal-Arroyo during the Edsa 1 20th an- 
niversary celebration on Feb. 24. 

Galvez. had participated in а 1989 
coup attempt against President Corazon 
Aquino. 

According to the DOJ, witness Allan 
Jones Salem of the 

Philippine Army pointed to Trillanes 
as the head of the Makabayang Kawal 
ng Pilipino (MKP), which was recruiting 
members to overthrow the government. 

Salem said he also saw Lim at two 
МКР meetings in Мето Manila and 
Galvez in one. 

“According to the affidavits, they were 
present in the formation of the tactical 
alliance,” Velasco said 

Guyal, on the other hand, was identi- 
fied by two wimesses as the person who 
was with escaped mutineer 1st Lt 
Lawrence San Juan when the latter was 
recaptured in February following his es- 
саре from detention. With Dona Z. 
Pazzibugan 


Probers cite gov't lapses on Lafayette 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


NEARING THE CONCLUSION OF ITS 
investigation into the mine spills in 
Albay province, the Rapu-Rapu Fact- 
finding Commission yesterday said it 
has so far found government lapses in 
enforcing laws intended to protect 
the interest ofthe Filipino people. 
Charles Avila, the commission's vice 
chair, yesterday said the Philippines 


appeared to have been a “captive 
State” in the mine spill case as it ap- 
parently failed to make the mining 
company, фе  Australia-based 
Lafayette PhiL, comply with govem- 
ment directives. 

Lafayette, which operates the cop- 
per and gold mine in Rapu-rapu is 
land located off the eastern coast of 
Albay province, has been accused of 
spilling contaminated mining wastes 


into the region's waters. 

"Whats coming out now from the 
information given to us is state insuffi- 
ciency, the state's inability to regulate. 
In short, state surrender to [the] pri- 
vate sector," said Avila. 

The commission conducted its last 
hearing on the Lafayette case yester- 
day and will submit its report to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo on May S. 

With Alda Quodala. 
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Abu Sayyaf leader in Dos Palmas kidnapping, bomb. 


MILITARY INTELLIGENCE resort, the Army said yesterday. Zamboanga City and was in po- Basilan, where the Abu Sayyaf has the 2001 kidnapping of 17 Fil- 
agents captured а suspected al- Sharie Amiruddin, an alleged lice custody, army spokesman anactivepresence,Bacarosaid.  ininoe and three Americans from 
Gaida-linked militant accused in member of the Abu Sayyaf Mus- Maj Bartolome Bacarro said. Amiruddin also has been the Dos Palmas resort in Palawan, 
Paks and the 2001 kidnap- lim rebel group who аво is Warrants for Amiruddins arrest linked to bomb attacks in Jolo Bacaro sid 

ping of 20 people, including known by his nom de guerre Abu have been issued forhisallegedrole and in Zamboanga and Сормо ‘One of the Americans, Guiller- 
рпа ої 20 ребро Philippine Omar, was arrested Monday im in I3countsofkidnappingJoloand cities. He allegedly helped plan mo Sobero of Corona, California, 


was beheaded. American mission- 
ary Martin Burnham of Wichita, 
Kansas, was killed during an army 
commando rescue mission a year 
later in which his wife, Gracia, 
was wounded and recovered. AP 
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ithVita Spa." 


SCAfter the Vita Spa treatment, my skin looked dewy... 
and I was glowing! I recommend it to all my friends, 
especially those who are stressed in their jobs and their 
everyday lives. It’s very relaxing! Plus, you'll see the ..- 
effect right away. = 


- Barbi Chan, Make-up artist 


FREE Summer Skin Makeover 
upon enrollment from April 24-29, 2006 only. 


Pe оп NOT Pom Км! metr 


Stress can take a toll on your skin. Sometimes, the only remedy is a 
long, sound sleep. With Vita Spa, you'll get the look of well-rested, 
glowing skin. It restores your skin's radiance, and gives you a healthy, 
moisturized complexion. It uses the benefits of Vitamins'A, C and Е 
to enhance the skin's resistance to various elements. = 


Сай Facial Care now for your FREE consulation. 
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No Need to Panic over High Oil Prices 


ifthey fail ; 
toshowup . 


By Leila B. 
1. Oil prices are volatile due to the current tensions in Iran, Iraq, and Nigeria. Prices have Sir 
reached a high of $79 a barrel for sweet crude and $92.13 per barrel for MOPS diesel THE FOUR AMERI- 


(Singapore) due 1o increased demand. can servicemen ac- 
1 4 cused of involvement 


Consumer & Oil Price Watch (COPW) urges the public not to panic over increasing oil prices. 


е ils ^ i aii A in the rape of a Fil- 
2. During the summer months, gasoline prices will increase because the US refineries can ipino woman in Subic 
ji 1 1 ji i 4, Bay risked arrest if 

only process the expensive sweet crude primarily coming from Nigeria and Venezuela. х=й kodad io sonr op 

H for their arraignment 


COPW APPEALS TO LOCAL CONSUMERS NOT TO PANIC. тшу Ri боша 


said yesterday. 
4. The Philippines’ two major oil refiners, Petron and Shell, use the CHEAPER Dubai E x P 
heavy crude and NOT sweet crude. have violated their 
commitment (under) 
В р the Visiting Forces 
Dubai crude averaged $63.32 per barrel as of April 21, an increase of JUST $5.40 from Agreement. Then ithe 
the March average of $57.82 per barrel. сри er 
their arrest order will 


2. The government and the oil companies can work together as a team to cushion the е ao 


effects of oil price increases. lez told reporters. 
The VEA is a Philip- 
pine-US military ac- 


COPW had discussions with DOE Secretary Raphael Lotilla cord spelling out proce- 
and LTFRB Chairperson Elena Bautista and has submitted these proposals өк ж deea 


А “American troops violat- 
to President GMA: ing Philippine laws. 
See ae 
: á eople who do 
. LOWER the tariff from 3% to 1% on crude oil to be refined ONLY for the transport 25 А in seen 
sector. This reduction should be effective ONLY up to July in order to minimize revenue pei the €: legal 
losses of the government. ip sah sats 
Gonzalez said. 
. COPW will assist LTFRB Chairperson Elena Bautista in identifying qualified entrepreneurs E ande ae 
P " м " P h " а noted that United 
who will establish refilling stations with pumps and storage capacity for diesel, gasoline, States officials had 


LPG, and compressed natural gas (CNG). Similar to what the big bus terminals do, made it clear that they 


the LTFRB will purchase the necessary fuels at wholesale price and make them available реу 
to said entrepreneurs. The government has already allocated P300 million for this proceedings.” 
micro-financing project. He said there was 
mo reason for the 
‘Americans not to ap- 
. The DOE and the CNG producers must enlighten the transport sector and the COPW on, pear at their amigr- 
FIRST, the technical requirements of transporting CNG to the Mamplasan daughter station PPP 
and, SECOND, how the CNG will be transported to the refilling stations of the transport Regional Trial Court 
sector. There are currently 22 CNG buses in-country but with no CNG supply. Branch 139. 
etg 
. The Mindanao and Visayas transport sector using multi-cab (mini-jitney) and taxi operators staying at the US Em- 
nationwide have taken the initiative of requesting LTFRB Chair Bautista that they Pid тись та 
will convert their gas engines to LPG with а payback of less than 1 month. LPG опа tive fom Mala 
per liter price equivalent is P16 cheaper than unleaded gas. Gonzalez also said 
Soja Б 
PNOC, which owns 40% of Petron, should request the DOE to ask Saudi Aramco, mde, before the ar- 
Petron's co-owner, to grant a special price for diesel ONLY to the public transport a, dtes 
sector. This will minimize the subsidy that PNOC will incur from its share of Petron's net a complaint down- 
income which was a record P6 billion last year. grading the charges 
5 against three of the 
. The DOE will arrange for the new players who import fuel at very high prices to purchase corer 
from Petron and Shell to avail of lower fuel costs and at the same time save on tariff. ааа ind же 
was kept as princi 
Oil companies must provide the DOE-DOJ Task Force the basis for their price tensed The же 
increases 24 HOURS BEFORE INCREASES ARE IMPLEMENTED. This is stated in Фк бий и 


the Oil Deregulation Law and must be strictly enforced. 
Keith Silkwood. and Do- 
. In this time of volatile oil prices, there is a need, more than ever, for greater transparency atte! et: 
on the part of the oil companies. They must provide accurate and updated data on sories to the crime. 


: ^ e У 4 n Ifthe court will not 
inventory on hand and their actual costs. This is to avoid suspicions of opportunistic or nde on the amend: 


manipulative pricing. ment before the ar- 
raignment, = the 

P" 1 " " TEC thre ill z 

In adherence to its advocacy of improving the plight of Filipino consumers, ы не ен 


COPW pledges to closely monitor the prices of basic goods and petroleum products. pals, Gonzalez said. 


——————— Correction 
IN THE APRIL 17 is- 
sue, a story on Page 
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The support and positive response to our call for public information and participation once ҮЧ; 

on Cha-Cha has been overwhelming. The same story also 

misstated — Calisin's 
in the Vi 

We:have received over 3,000 text messages, telephone calls, faxes, and email responses. emot dem 

We are finalizing data òn WHAT OUR PEOPLE WANT OR DON'T WANT ABOUT CHA-CHA and of the Philippines. 


their keen desire for elections in 2007 - Cha-Cha or no Cha-Cha. eue d 


peu the board—not is 
Ona mee! note, COPW Chairman Raul T. Concepcion assures everyone president. 
that he will continue to personally monitor all developments on oil price increases and pe 


Redes may send 


Cha-Cha even as he leaves for a much-needed break to recharge. sts for correc- 
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КЕЯ a 
Why police 
junked Gringo 
wanted posters 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


THE DECISION TQ JUNK "WANTED" 
posters offering a total of РВ million in 
prizes on the heads of former Sen. Gregorio 
Honasan and six other people linked to the 
Oakwood mutiny shows that the Philippine 
National Police (PNP) is “beginning to be- 
come sensitive to criticisms” that such a 
campaign violates human rights, a top po- 
lice executive said yesterday. 

Police Director Marcelo Ele said there were 
two views within the PNP on the use of the 
“rogues gal'ery" posters. The first is that it vio- 
lates human rights, the second, that it helps 
police catch Fugitives from justice. 

"The Philippine National Police tends to 
follow the first view,” said Ele, chief of the 
PNP5 Directorate for Investigation and Detec- 
tive Management. 

‘The plan to distribute the “rogues gallery” 
posters was first disclosed by Justice Secre- 
tary Raul Gonzalez, who said it was President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's idea. It was widely criti- 
cized by human rights organizations, lawyers’ 
groups and clergymen. 

As Ele described it, ће plan called for the dis- 
tribution of some 3,000 posters with pictures of 
Honasan and the six others—Felix Turingan, 


ahiya, George Duldulao, and Lina Reyes—who 
were charged last month with coup d'etat for 
their alleged involvement in the Oakwood 
‘mutiny in Makati three years ago. 


P5-M bounty 

‘The posters would have offered a P5-mi 
lion bounty on Honasan and a total of P3 mi 
lion on the heads of the other six. 

In the end, the PNP decided to junk the 
plan, Ele said, adding that the police “champi- 
on human rights.” 

Nonetheless, the police reserve the right to 
use posters, Ele said. 

Once an arrest warrant is issued by a court, 
the PNP has the “right to use posters and oth- 
er information materials to help the police ac- 
count for these wanted persons,” he added, 

Told that a Makati court had issued war- 
rants for Honasan and the others, Ele replied 
that the use of the posters “may not be neces- 
sary at the moment” because the police had 
networks of information, 

During the forum, police officials also said 
they would take into custody the “Batasan 
5"—assuming the court where they were 
charged with rebellion issues a warrant for 
their arrest. 

Sr. Supt. Samuel Pagdilao, the PNP's 
spokesman, had earlier explained that the 
placing of Representatives Satur Ocampo, 
Liza Maza, Joel Virador, Rafael Mariano, 
and Teodoro Casino under the care of the 
Speaker of the House was an arrangement 
between the legislative and executive 
branches of government. 

An arrest order from the judiciary, the 
third branch of government, would have to 
be implemented by the police, according to 
Pagdilao. 

Asked to rate their efforts to track down the 
elusive Honasan, a veteran of several at- 
tempts to overthrow the Aquino administra- 
tion in the 1980s, another police officer said 
the fact that cops rushed to the Manila Hotel 
оп Monday following reports the former sen- 
ator would be there showed that the police 
took information about him seriously. 

‘Aman did show up looking like Honasan at 
the regular Kapihan breakfast forum, but it 
‘was the well-known impersonator and come- 
dian Willie Nepomuceno. 

“You have to realize that all information 
pertaining to the manhunt for Sen. Gringo 
Honasan is being given due attention," said 
Chief Supt. Pedro Tango, deputy director of 
the Criminal Investigation and Detection 
Group. 

“If you you ask to rate our efforts (to 
catch him) from zero to 10, our efforts is 
10," he added. 
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Nepali king bows to people power 


From page At 

country, however, does not seem to be 
over yet. Maoist rebels, who control 
large swathes of the countryside, de- 
nounced the king's speech as a sham, 

; The seven patties, which have led near- 
dy three weeks of a crippling campaign 
against фе monarchy, named former 
Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala, 84, as 
their choice to head a new government. 

1 The opposition alliance said the first 
job of the new government would be to 
ensure the Maoists, who have been fight- 
ing a decade-long rebellion, joined the 
political mainstream. Koirala, a veteran 
politician, could not immediately be 
reached for comment. 


Maoist leader 

But Maoist leader Prachanda said that 
the opposition alliance had committed 
“another historic mistake” and encouraged 
the people to continue their protests until 


the parties declared elections for an as-- 


sembly to write anew constitution, 

"The proclamation is a sham and a 
conspiracy against the Nepali people," 
Prachanda said in a statement. “Our par- 
ty firmly rejects this." 

He also called for a blockade of Kat- 
mandu, a city of 1.5 million people, and 
district capitals. 

Tt remained unclear just what the split 
between the Maoists and the parties 


would mean. 

Earlier; the seven patties called off 
their protest campaign, 

"Today's planned protest has been con- 
verted into a victory rally. This will go down 
in history as a new example of how peace- 
ful protests are held. This will determine 
the future of the country” said Krishna 
Prasad Sitaula, spokesperson for the Nepali 
‘Congress, the largest party in the alliance. 


Returning to normal 

Much of the demonstrators’ anger 
near the palace seemed to be aimed at 
Home Minister Kamal Thapa, whom 
they blamed for a harsh crackdown on 
the protest campaign, 

"Hang Kamal Thapa, destroy the 
monarchy,” the demonstrators shouted, 
‘Atleast 12 people have been killed and 
thousands wounded in police action 
against protesters in the campaign. 

‘Alongside the rallies, life began to re- 
turn to normal in Katmandu after almost 
three weeks of curfew, protests and shop 
closures, Shops were open and many 
buses and taxis were running for the first 
time since April 6, Mobile phone connec- 
tions, which was cut at the height of the 
unreston Saturday, were restored. 


Constitution first priority 
In a nod to the Maoists, with whom 
the seven parties have a loose alliance, 


Sitaula said work on an assembly to 
write a new constitution would be the 
first priority. The move would likely re- 
sult in a redüction of the power of the 
king, or even eliminate the monarchy. 

“We have forced the king to his knees,” 
said Rajan Sreshta, an opposition activist 
waiting outside Tuesday's alliance meet- 
ing, “It shows the people are the actual 
power” 


Wooing Maoists 

Minendra Rijal, another alliance lead- 
er, said: “We will be doing all we can to 
bring Maoists to the mainstream of 
peace and democracy. Now we have to 
create an environment for am interim 
government that will have Maoist partic- 
ipation.” 

‘The Maoists have been trying to end 
the monarchy and establish a communist 
republic, More than 13,000 people have 
died in the insurgency since 1996. 

Nepal's parliament has been dissolved 
since 2002, and Gyanendra assumed ab- 
solute power last year, declaring a state 
of emergency and vowing to crush the 
escalating Maoist rebellion, 

Speaking on national television late 
on Monday, the king said he was calling 
back the assembly. 

Gyanendra also expressed his sympa 
thies for those killed. "We extend our 
heartfelt condolences for all those who 


have lost their lives in the people's move- 
ment,” he said in his speech. 


Celebrations 

Impromptu victory celebrations erupt- 
ей in Kathmandu and in other towns al- 
‘most immediately 

"This victory is the people's victory, 
long live democracy" hundreds chanted 
on the streets, whistling and cheering. 

‘The United States welcomed the move 
and urged a “ceremonial role” for the 
king. 

Gyanendra offered last week to give 
power to a prime minister nominated by 
the seven parties, but they said this was 
not enough. Monday's address went fur- 
ther in content and in tone. 

The king said he was reconvening par- 
liament, "convinced that the source of 
state authority and sovereignty of the 
kingdom of Nepal is inherent in the peo- 
ple of Nepal, and cognizant of the spirit 
of the ongoing people's movement." 


Shocked 

“For him to even acknowledge there 
was a peoples movement, that really 
shocked me," said Kunda Dixit, editor of 
the Nepali Times. 

“People Power Wins,” the newspaper 
Katmandu Post blared in enormous let- 
ters at the top of its Tuesday edition, Re- 
ports from Reuters and AP 
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THOUSANDS attend a public meeting 7 
onthewesternedgeofKatmandu, — 7. 
Nepal's capital, after the king listened to 
the people's voice and said he was 
restoring parliament. 


Erap, Ping tagged coconspirators in US spy case 


From page Al 
the report first. 


Investigation widening 

Mondays hearing before Se- 
nior US District Judge William 
‘Walls came amid other signs the 
investigation has widened, 

Last week, FBI agents in Florida 
arrested Cesar Mancao, on a mate- 
rial witness warrant and are expect- 
ed to bring him this week before a 
grand jury in Newark 

Maneao is a former Philippine 
National Police superintendent 
who left the country in 2001 after 
being implicated in several sensa- 
tional killings. He used to work for 
Lacson who was then PNP chief. 

Aragoncillo, who lived in south. 


only 


E 


Jersey, was a one-time career Ma- 
rine who worked in the offices of 
Vice Presidents Al Gore and Dick 
Cheney. He later took a job at the. 
FBI and allegedly downloaded sen- 
sitive intelligence documents while 
working as an analyst at the Fort 
Monmouth Information Technolo- 
‘gy Cente, the newspaper said 


Plea bargain 

Records in the case say he is 
negotiating a plea deal 

The names of the political offi- 
cials emerged as the court-ap- 
pointed attomey for Aquino, the 


sought a judge's permission to йе. 
pose the three men in the Philip 
pines, the Star-Ledger reported. 


person indicted so far 


= 
pecu 


Prosecutors 
‘Aquino, a Lacson protégé and for- 
mer high-ranking national police 
offical, as a conduit between Arag- 
oncillo and the opposition politi- 
cians. He faces charges of conspit- 
ing to pass classified information 
and acting as an unregistered for- 
eign agent. Hehas been jailed with- 
out bail since September last year. 


“Unwitting pawn’ 

His attorney, Mark Berman, con- 
tends Aquino was an unwiting 
pawn who may have passed infor- 
mation but did not know it was clas- 
sified, according to the Star-Ledger. 

Aquino, who was studying to be 
a nurse in New York when he was 
arrested, has been ruled indigent, 


have portrayed 


to the United States. 


Overseas 


"Any 


government's 


| 


зо Berman sought court funding 
for the depositions, He told the 
judge each of the witnesses could 
be critical to Aquino's defense but 
are unlikely to voluntarily travel 


Estrada testimony 

“if these three individuals testi- 
fy truthfully, they will exculpate 
the defendant,” Berman said, ac- 
cording to the Star-Ledger. 


would be videotaped and could be 

played for a jury at trial. Because 

they would entail questions from 

prosecutors and the defense, any 

such depositions could also give 

the defense an early glimpse of the 
case 


Aquino,” the newspaper said. 


his longtime mentor, it said. 
depositions 
how to reach Estrada. 


Snowball's chance 


against оп plunder charges. 


Buch, the prosecutor, opposed 
the move, arguing Berman had 
mot confirmed the testimony is 
material to the case or that the 
witnesses wouldn't make the trip 
for Aquino, the newspaper said. 
In a motion filed with the 
court, Buch described Estrada as 
Aquino's godfather and Lacson as 


Berman said his calls and e- 
mails to Lacson had been unan- 
swered, and that he didn't know 


Estrada is under house arrest 
in his resthouse in Tanay, Rizal, 


Berman, according to the 
newspaper, said that the odds 
were slim that any of the prospec- 
tive witnesses would risk arrest in 
the United States. 

"Have you ever heard that ex- 
pression, ‘a snowballs chance'?" 
heasked the prosecutor. 

Still, Walls gave Berman one 
month to bolster his argument 
that the depositions would mate- 
rially affect the defense case. And 
he cautioned Berman that even if 
he approves the travel, Aquino 
won't make the trip. 

“I will not permit him to leave 
the country” the judge said, ac- 
cording to the report 

The parties are expected to re- 
turn to court on May 23. 
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Gonzalez orders Probe probe 


By Leila Salaverria to during his interview ing to study it." other hand, was on 
and TarraQuismundo with The Probe Team's Sarmiento was in- “silent mode” during 
Che-Che Lazaro. volved in the failed the Magdalo coup 

JUSTICE SECRETARY “Ms Lazaro may 2003 Oakwood d'etat trial yesterday 
Raul Gonzalez yester- have encouraged the mutiny and a member at Branch 148 of the 
day directed the Na- rebel soldiers to pursue of the Makabayang Makati Regional Trial 
tional Bureau of In- their illegal activites Kawal Pilipino. He es- Court. 
vestigation to secure against the govem- caped from detention Trillanes showed up 
а copy of The Probe ment,” Gonzalezsaid. ас Army headquarters missing hearings 
Tearvinterview with Aside from getting in Taguig in January since February, along шсш Philippines Corp- onc of the county 
fugitive soldier 1st Lt. a copy of the inter- thisyear with 17 ofhis detained | agreement with MEDICard Phil P 
Sonny Sarmiento. view, he also directed in his interview co-accused and two [with loche 

Gonzalez said he the NBI to coordinate with the Probe Team, others who have been. 
wanted to study the with the National he reportedly said he 
tape of the interview, Telecommunications would continue with 
aired last week on Commission to find plans to overhaul the 
ABS-CBN, to find out if’ out if broadcast viola- government. 
someone could beheld tions were commit- Gonzalez said 
Table fort. ted. The NTC regu- Sarmiento discussed 

Inhismemorandum lates the TVnetworks’ plans of the rebel 
to the NBI, the justice use of the airwaves. troops. “That is like 
secretary said "Ureas — Whenasked ifanet- using ABS-CBN to 
against the govem- work could be held li- propagate the cause 
ment and clearly sedi- able for interviewing of the rebels.” 
tious statements were fugitive soldiers, Gon- Navy Lt. Antonio 
discussed” by Sarmien- zalez said: "Wee go- Trillanes IV on the 
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‘Faith defenders turn ‘converts’ to ‘reverts’ 


From page Al reverence,” Siy said. Now a writer for a Manila trying to equip Catholics with the poor countries are predomi- — Others, like the lama, found 
: ^ look at the members’ re- newspaper, he soon returned to something they could use when nantly Catholic, he said. the way back to Catholicism via a 
2 believers, has been quietly bring- sumés would lead oneto dental Catholicism, convinced that confronted by others. “What many people dont un- different route. 
ing back erstwhile Catholics to clinic, а golf course, bank and ап whatever it was he was looking derstand is that Catholicism is of- Опе day, while listening to a 
- their original faith, tuming them audio-visual room. Tor, he couldn't find as a follower How to respond ten accused of something which is John Michael Talbot song about 
from "converts" to “reverts.” Siy, for instance, is a management of Joseph Smith. “Many of us have a deep faith not part: ofits teachings,” he said. Matthew 6:33 (“But seek first His 
vat то amuy Smith is the founder of the but it stops there. We no longer Тһе lone dissenter in the Port kingdom and His righteousness 
Helping priests It was simply common devo- Mormon faith or the Church of know how to respond if were Area government office whose and all these things will be given 
Founder Henry Siy and his tion to the Christian faith that the Latter-Day Saints. asked to defend it," he said. fellow employees decided to be- to you as well”), he felt God was 
friends took it upon themselves to brought them together in a small People like him are the main Catholics are usually confronted come “born again” had once communicating to him. 
friends оок eis back not. Catholic bookstore, Totus, which concern of Defensores’ advocacy by issues lke idolany (because soughthelp from Defensor, “He felt a sudden rush within 
ing that priests and the rest of the маз started by Siy sixyearsago. — done mainly through lessons in they ‘supposedly venerate statues Siy and a friend sat down with him,” said Siy, who attended a 
Church hierarchy just couldn't do He invited a handful of regular apologetics. ‘of saint), and the Inquisition and him for nearly two hours, re- seminar with the lama, 
the job by themselves. customers to one gathering, initial- The group offers nine to 12 the burning of witches (because sponding to questions bothering А devotee of St. Francis of As- 
“io ther mind, it was simply im- ly meant to give him an idea ofthe courses covering the sacred Sarip- the Church supposedly was once his believing but doctrinally Ш. sisi and St. John of the Cross, the 
possbleforapresttendingtoaflock books they Шей and the ones he tue, sacred and Church wadtion, ona murderous Fampage),hesaid. equipped mind. Soon he found lama, who once built Buddhist 
possbeforares rest quesions could sell Not long after, they all salvation history the Blessed Moth: Some go to the extent of cail- himself defending his faith and centers in the country, returned 
Goes аба away ap- decided to become an organized et thepapacyand Christology ing Catholicism an obstacle rode, even cong te of his to where his faith began. He is 
| plcabletoaparticuarexperience. “defenders of the faith.” Inaway, Siy said his group was velopment, noting that many of coworkers to return to it. nowa Third Order Carmelite. 
“Our goal really is to make Catholic literature 
ood Catholics become better ze P Я . 
soi cits шы каш eem" |. Malacafiang backtracks on lifting of 12% oil VAT 
Who had strayed to other faiths,” friends rely heavily on their deep 
Siy 52, told the INquman in an in- Catholic backgrounds, reinforced N n 
terview last week. by voracious reading of Catholic Frompage Al reform program aimed at balancing ment would need to impose a tax tation of the the VAT Reform Law. 
‘The task may seem attractive to literature, for the difficult job the budget by 2008. of 60 centavos on every text mes- “A deviation will tend to be 
cities who think that Defensores ahead. terday on news that the govem- |. Sage to compensate for any fore- negative and can adversely affect 
Fides CDefenders ofthe Fath” in “Most of us have backgrounds ment was mulling over the iting Inevitable gone revenuetobebrought about financial markets,” Tetangco told 
see ie just нуш; to pass itself enough for us to give talks to ofthe VAT on oil. Bunye seid Malacafiang would by the lifting of VAT on oil. reporters. 
off as a group of self-appointed priests,” he said. "Because we Thepesofelltoanintradaylow rather reduce the 3-percent tariff Тһе amount would be too Не said the government should 
“expert” much like the Council have read so many books, we are (of 51.90 against the US dollar, its on imported ой and expand subsi- much for the public to bear, ac- not put to waste significant progress 
on Philippine Affairs in thesecular nolonger fazed.” lowest since Feb. 28 It closed dies to public transport operators cording to the official. in improving its fiscal position, and 
world. берн yes priority to 26.50 centavos weaker than ће than disconinuethe VATonol. . Bunye ssid "seam the bur- the resulting confidence of the mar- 
vid catholics believe in the Catholicsnow belonging toevan-P51.635recordedonMonday | But Albay Rep. Joey Salceda заб den of high oil prices on the public kein the country seredit standing, 
blanket authority of priests, gelical denominations, not those The benchmark 30-company it was inevitable the government must not be at the expanse of sound Social servi 
meaning that only the ordained who embraced religions very Philippine Stock Exchange Index ‘would exercise the final option (sus- economic fundamentals that drive SOCI servi a 
у Meaning that omy uli speak on much differentin foundaionand fell 17.93 points, or 0.8 percent, Pend the VAT on ой because crude confidence, investments andjobs”  _ Budget/Secretary Rolindg An- 
matters of faith. beliefs from Catholicism. to 2,232.55, adding to Monday's oil prices were poised to revisit their ‘He said the economicmanagers daya Jr. gaid 2.7-billion worth 
“That's the problem with many ‘Some Catholics leave the faith 0.6-percent loss. record high of $88 per barrel during frowned on the suspension of the of infrastructure projects, ; (tid ba- 
of us, We put everything on the notalways for the right reasons. Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye the Iran-Iraq war in 1984. taxon oil because it would betray sic and social servicéy pro- 
oon M pre, Sy com One, for instance, decided to said suspending the tax would be | ut in the tariffs quite mod- the administrations fickle mind. grammed for this year gud de- 
plained, “Worse, we rest our faith become a Born Again Christian Malacafiang's last option to cush- est given the ‘cumulative pain that edness оп a tax reform that ithad pend on VAT revenues” 
Püyonpressandwefocusonr. after seeing the liveliness of che on the impact of surging тепа, the consumers are going through,” lobbied arduously in Congress. “af we give up the taxon ой, then 
solely on ред nef carr. fellowship. He didit see that in tonalollpicesonconsumers. si Skeda; em ‘economic adviser “There are many point of views we must be ready to give up man} 
mentalized butnotevangelized.” the Catholic Mass, a central ritual “We prefer to ensue ош toPresident Macapagal-Arroyo. ‘but our finance people are really social and infrastructure BUR 
bashers claim shouldn't be called long-term gains such as credibility in Thelawmakerhadcalledforthe against the scrapping even on a Andaya said in a statement. 
Apologetics eucharistic “celebration” at all. the international market rather than lifting of the VAT ‘until crude prices temporary basis. We'd like to show He said that of the P22.7 bil- 
Defensores provides help in is gaining in the short run. We'd rather settled at $65 a barrel. resolve in solving our problems, but lion, P1.6 billion was supposed to 
apologetics, a branch of theology ‘Smell of teen spirit Sicktoalessdrasicresponseandbe а assessing the pros and cons of wedontwanttosend mixedsignals go to mass feeding/ program, 
dealing with the defense of the The man who embraced Mor- able to maintain our program of suspending the VAT on ой, Bunye to our investors,” Bunye said. P500 million to the training of 
truth of Christian doctrines. monism nearly a decade ago blamed ‘keeping the budget on an even keel,” said “we saw this was not beneficial = public schoolteachers, P120 mil- 
In inviting Catholics back, the his decision on what grunge music Bunye said at a briefing. tous, the revenue drain was oobig.” Stick to fiscal reform lion to the establishment of pub- 
group depends primarily on the followers in the 905 came to know „Bunye аа. леайегфе A finance official said the gov. Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas lic libraries, and P150 million to 
words of the Apostle Peter, the as the “smell of teen spirit.” ‘Department of Finance wamed that ‘ernment would lose P29 billionin Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. computers for public high 
Church's first Pope. "Always be “Iwas 18.and was aggressive he exempting ‘petroleum products revenue should the tax on oil be emphasized the importance of as- schools, among other allocations. 
Chur үе ал answer to every. od the gume. “Iwas asking why om the tax wouid derail the gor Suspended and P2.5 billion for suring the market that the gov. Тће total amount represents 
опе who asks you for a reason ге. Was never given the opportunity to ‘ecunentsfiscal reform agenda. every percentage point reduc- ernment was committed to stick 30 percent of the P75 billion in 
garding the hope that is in you, choose my own religion, why it was ‘The expanded VAT law is the cen- tion in the tariff. to its fiscal reform agenda, in- additional revenue expected this 
Jet answer with gentleness and imposed on me arbirth.” empiece of the governments fiscal The official said the govem- cluding the continued implemen- year from the VAT Reform Law. 
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Beltran transferred from PNP hospital to He 


5 By Luige A. del Puerto 


„ DETAINED PARTY-LIST REP CRISPIN BEL- 
; trans long wait for proper medical treatment 
is finally over. 

‘Two months after he was arrested on a 21- 
year-old warrant, Beltran left the Philippine Na- 

ш tional Police General Hospital in Camp Crame 
yesterday for the Philippine Heart Center, also 
„in Quezon City, where he is to undergo a thor- 

‘ough medical check as he had requested. 

Makati Judge Jenny Lind Aldecoa-Delori- 

, no, who will hear the rebellion case against 

Beltran, issued the transfer order on Monday. 

Beltran left Camp Crame in an ambulance 
accompanied by his daughter, Olivia Lalusis, 
and a medical team from the PNP hospital. 

Police officers in another car escorted the 
ambulgnce. His wife, Rosario, followed in the 
family van. 

On the phone on the way to the PHC, Bel- 
tran sounded buoyant. 

“Tm in my second phase of detention. This 
is going to provide me with a more relaxed at- 
mosphere,” he said. 

“Para kaming nabunutan ng isang tinik (It's 
like a thorn has been removed)" his daughter 
Olivia said. 

„. "Of course, there is still another thorn, and 
that is the rebellion charge, which is inhu- 
man,” she added. 

Beltran remained defiant hours before his 
transfer, calling his PNP hospital room a "hell" 
thathad depressed him. 

“This is hell to me. would like to be free,” he 
said in a taped interview provided by his office. 

‘The Criminal Investigation and Detection 
Group arrested Beltran on Feb. 24 as he was on 
the way to a picnic with his family. President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo had placed the country un- 
der a state of national emergency on that day 
and Beltran was picked up on the strength of an 

н arrest warrant for inciting to rebellion issued in 
October 1985 during the Marcos regime. 

In detention, he was slapped with a rebel- 
lion charge by the PNP for his alleged role ina 
coup attempt on Feb. 24. 

2 _ Last Monday the charge was formalized by the 
jc Department of Justice and included five other 
А party-list representatives who were also known 
leftists, They were Representatives Satur Ocampo, 
Teddy Casifo, Joel Virador, Liza Maza and Rafael 
п: Mariano. Forty-two others including former Sen. 
-e Gregorio Honasan, were also charged. 
7» . Beltran, who suffers from hypertension and 
п: diabetes, had asked the court to order his trans- 
si fer to a hospital of his choice because the PNP 
hospital did not have the facilities to treat him. 


Batasan 6 ask 
court to dismiss 
rebellion charges 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE SIX MILITANT PARTY-LIST LAWMAKERS 
charged by the government with rebellion 
have asked the court hearing their case to re- 
ject the criminal information against them and 
42 other co-accused, citing the lack of due pro- 
cess and evidence to bring them to trial. 

Just hours after the Department of Justice 
announced the filing of charges against Rep- 
resentatives Satur Ocampo, Teodoro Casifio, 
Joel Virador, Liza Maza, Rafael Mariano and 
Crispin Beltran and the others, the six filed a 
motion asking the Makati Regional Trial 
Court, Branch 137, to declare the criminal 
case filed against them null and void. 

"The amended information is null and void 
and should be stricken off the record as a bla- 
tant violation of the right to due process 
Displaying gross ignorance of the law and es- 
tablished jurisprudence and an obvious ma- 
nia to persecute their innocent victims, the 
[prosecution] would want to impose their 
patently baseless findings of probable cause 
upon this honorable court,” said the motion 
filed Monday afternoon by the lawyers of the 
six from the Public Interest Law Center. 

After a preliminary investigation, a seven- 
member DOJ panel found probable cause to 
charge the six—and former Sen. Gregorio 
Honasan, rebel junior military officers, leaders 
of the Communist Party of the Philippines and 
“several John and Jane Does"—for their roles in 
a supposed conspiracy to oust President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo. The DOJ alleged the power grab 
involved an attack on Malacafiang 

The lawmakers’ motion said the DOJ 
showed “extreme bias" in handling the case, 
as it "disregarded the constitutional guaran- 
tees of due process and trampled upon the 
rights of the accused” as it “embarked on a 
manipulative scheme to achieve narrow parti- 
san goals.” 
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I'm not sorry, says GMA's Cavite State heckler | 


By Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


ident Macapagal-Arroyo during 
last week's graduation rites at the 
Cavite State University (CavSU) 
in Indang, Cavite, yesterday said 
she had no regrets over what she 
did. 


TRECE MARTIRES CITY—I AM 
not sorry. 
‘The student who heckled Pres- 


QUIRER. 


Maria Theresa 
Pangilinan, a mass 
communications. 
graduate, said that 
given another chance 
atanother venue, she 
would heckle Ms Ar- 
royo again and unfurl 
a streamer calling for 
her ouster. 

“Wala po akong 
pinagsisihan: Bakit 
naman po ako mag- 
sisi? (1 am not sorry 
for what I did. Why 
should 1 feel sorry?) 
What I did was 
right. Most of the 
people (in the 
crowd) feel the way 


e zs 


A Spi 

pono acho) nae Se 

(pas MACAUIa S55 BRUNEI SEOUL! 
МАСА: с BRI UNE 


Ses places or events.” 


CavSU. 


шатан КОП ТО 


speech. 


of the 


footed. 


The PSG and police tried to 
stop Pangilinan from receiving 
her diploma from the President 
on stage. She was eventually al- 
lowed to go up and join her 
the other 


classmates while 


Ido but, maybe, they were just 
afraid to express their opin- 
ions,” Pangilinan told the IN- 


"It just so happened that маз 
the one who first voiced out 
what I felt and displayed the 
streamer І was holding,” she 
said. “Fighting for truth and jus- 
tice does not require certain 


Pangilinan was one of at least 
seven protesters who raised “No 
to Cha-cha” and “Oust GMA" ban- 
ners while the President was de- 
livering her speech before the 
1459 graduating students of 


Ms Arroyo paused for about a 
minute, gave the hecklers a 
blank stare and continued her 


The incident caught members 
Presidential 
Group (PSG) and local police flat- 


protesters were picked off from 
the crowd by the policemen and 
PSG. 


cation, and regional 


Boring speech 

Besides, Pangilinan said, ex- 
cept for the PSO-million fund for 
the university, there was nothing 
new in Ms Arroyo speech. 

“It (the speech) was rather bor- 
ing. How many times have we 
heard her promise new graduates 
employment and better opportu- 
nities? Until now, many gradu- 
ates remain unemployed,” she 
said. 

She said most members of 
the graduating class were not 
sure if they could land jobs 
commensurate with their col- 
lege degrees. 

Pangilinan is no ordinary stu- 
dent activist. 

Before graduation, she was 
the president of the Central Stu- 
dent Government and a member 
of the Board of Regents, the 
highest policy-making body of 
the university, as student repre- 
sentative. 

She was also a writer for the 
Gazette, CavSU student publi- 


Right to be heard 
Pangilinan said th 
surprised, her parent: 


spected what she did. 
"They understood 


that she was affected 


toli activities. 


friends, professors, u 
ficials and even the m. 

She lamented how: 
ernment officials des 


Security ing the President. 


Ms Arroyo who Бага; 


g in the las 
ilinan said. 
indi naman рд 
tos yung ginawa ko 


National Union of Students of the 
Philippines in Southern Tagalog. 


relatives who came to witness her 
graduation supported her and re- 


formy actions,” she said. 
Pangilinan, however, admitted 
dent which, she said, caused her 


She said she was also aware of 
the varied reactions of her 


the protesters did as disrespect- 


"Before they accuse us of disre- 
spect, they should first tell that to 


disregard for the people's vote by 


chair of the showing disrespect). I have my 
Tight to speak and be heard. 
Kung pambabastos ang tawag sa 
pagtatanggol sa katotohanan, 
tawagin na nila akong bastos 
(They can call me uncouth if 
they believe it is disrespectful to 
stand up for what is true),” she 
said. 


at although 
5 and other 


Persona non grata. 

Chief Supt Prospero Noble, 
Calabarzon police director, said 
the Indang police had already 
filed a case of alarm and scandal 
against Pangilinan, graduate 
Apolinario Dayang-dayang and 
other members of the Solidarity 
of Cavite Workers. 

“It is customary for Filipinos to 
respect the guest at any event. 
What the students did only 
flected how their university has 
taught them,” Noble said. 

Pangilinan said she was also 
told that university officials had 
decided to pass a resolution 
declaring her persona non grata. 
atheralma mater. 

“1 couldn't care less, 1 did noth- 
ing wrong to insult the universi- 
ty" she said. 
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(1 was not 
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Cavite State University in Indang, 


Gonzalez ordered an investiga- 
tion of mass communications 
graduate Maria Theresa Pangili- 
nan who heckled Ms Arroyo as 
she was delivering her com- 


In a memorandum, he also di- 
rected the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation to identify the other 
people who had raised banners 
calling for Ms Arroyo to step down, 
determine the possible involve- 
ment of university officials in the 
incident, and to find out how the 
protesters were able to enter the 


Interview reporters 
"Gather information and suffi- 


of charges against those persons," 
Gonzalez said. 

He also directed the NBI to in- 
terview Ingumer reporters Gil 
Cabacungan Jr. and Marlon Ramos 
and Philippine Star reporter Aurea 
Calica in the course oftheir investi- 
gation. 

The heckling incident took 
place last Saturday as the Presi- 
dent was delivering her speech at 
the CavSU graduation. Pangili- 
nan then stood up and shouted 
“Patalsikin si (Oust) Gloria" and 
unfurled a banner declaring “No 
to Cha-cha." 

Moments later, several people 
belonging to the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan and the 
Solidarity of Cavite Workers also 
held up banners calling for the 
President to step down. They 
shouted their demand for Ms Ar- 
royo's ouster as they were being 
led by the Presidential Security 
Group out of the venue. 


crime was committed 
porters. 


public performances, 


Other violations 


also violated Article 
penalizes those “who | 


dent evi- 
dence for 
the possi- 


ble filing He said the offense 


SC Chief Justice: Death p 


FrompageAl 
ment. Malacafiang said roughly 1,000 death 
convicts were expected to benefit. 

Some groups assailed Ms Arroyo's decision 
as contrary to law for being a "wholesale com- 
mutation.” 

Relatives of victims of heinous crimes also 
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Gonzalez said he was not 
asked by the President to order 
the investigation, but that he did 
iton his own initiative. 

“As far as I'm concerned, а 


He said the protesters violated 
Article 153 of the Revised Penal 
Code, which penalizes those who 
"cause any serious disturbance in a 
public place, office, or establish- 
ment, or shall interrupt or disturb 


gatherings, or peaceful meetings." 


Gonzalez said the protesters 


means, or by words, utterances or 
speeches shall encourage disobe- 
dience to the law or to the consti 
tuted authorities or praise, justify 
orextol any act punished by law.” 


penalty of six months to two 
years in prison. 

Gonzalez also said the pres- 
ence of Ms Arroyo at the gradua- 
tion rites aggravated any criminal 
liability. 

He said one of the aggravating 
circumstance listed under Article 
14 was "that the crime be com- 
mitted in the palace of the Chief 
Executive or in his presence, or 
where public authorities are en- 
gaged in the discharge of their 
duties." 

Gonzalez was not the first of the 
Presidents men to come to her aid 
after the heckling incident. 

The Presidents Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor earlier said 
there was a need for the PSG to 
tighten security. 

He also said the university's of- 
ficials were to blame for the heck- 
ling since they were the ones who 
invited Ms Arroyo to be their 
guest. 


enalty ... 


criticized the President, who has certified to 
Congress as urgent a ЫЙ that would scrap the 
death penalty law. 

ойо Rep. Rolex Suplico said Panganiban 
should have been more prudent. 

"A statement of the Chief Justice is not the 
decision of the entire court,” Suplico said in 
aninterview. 


Panganiban defended 

“Ar this point in time, it is better for the 
Chief Justice to shut up because the issue of 
the death penalty may reach the Supreme 
Court and he will be asked to decide on some- 
thing that he has previously spoken about. 
‘That will put the Chief Justice on the spot." 

Deputy Majority Leader Edcel Lagman, 
who is leading efforts in Congress to abolish 
the death penalty, defended Panganiban, say- 
ing the Chief Justice had consistently opposed 
the law as unconstitutional. 

“So there's nothing new here,” he said. 

Lagman recalled that in a January 1999 
Supreme Court ruling on the case of convict- 
ed rapist Leo Echegaray, who was eventually 
executed, Panganiban pointed out in a sepa- 
rate opinion that the death penalty was un- 
constitutional because Congress failed to cite 
the “compelling reason" to justify its restora- 
tion. 


"he told re- 


functions ог 


154, which 
by the same 


es carried а 


No prejudging 

"What is important here is that he is only 
reiterating what he previously said. This is 
mot to prejudge any subsequent case which 
may be brought to the Supreme Court," Lag- 
man said. 

"A justice should not be constrained from 
expressing his personal views in order to add 
information to a public debate," he added. 

Lagman said he had long shared Pangani- 
ban’s view that the law was legally deficient. 

He said he and a handful of congressmen, 
who bad opposed the restoration of the death 
penalty during previous Congresses, an- 
chored their opposition on two principal 
grounds. 


2 grounds 
“There were no compelling reasons ... to 
warrant the legislative restoration of the 
death penalty ... and the death penalty is not 
a deterrent to the commission of heinous 
crimes," hesaid. 
vSSTha hheinousness. of capital offenses and 
iiingurimitality were not compelling rea- 
"sons as required by the Constitution." 
Lagman also said the odiousness of crimes 
punishable by death was not a compelling 
reason "because they were by their very na- 
ture already ‘heinous’ even before the aboli- 
tion of the death penalty" 
‘An "inconsistent" crime index also could 
not be used as a compelling reason to restore. 
the death penalty he said. 


— [ДД 
RP maid 

in Singapore 
slay may yet 
escape death 


SINGAPORE—A FILIPINA MAID FACING TRI- 
al over the déath of a compatriot whose body 
was chopped up and left inside a bag will es- 
cape a possible death sentence after prosecutors 
reduced the murder charge against her, the 
woman's lawyer said yesterday. 

Guen Aguilar could now be jailed for life if 
convicted after a trial to begin on May 15, 
lawyer Shashi Nathan said. 

“Originally she faced a murder charge,” 
Nathan told reporters after a preliminary in- 
quiry at High Court. "The present charge is one. 
for culpable homicide not amounting to mur- 
der There is a possibility of a life sentence.” 

Nathan said he did not know why the 
charge had been altered but it was a huge re- 
lief for his client and he would work to con- 
vince the court that she should be sentenced 
to much less than life if convicted. 

"Certainly the first thing we need to do isto 
tell the court that a life sentence would not be. 
fair in this case and we have to show the court 
through our own arguments and submissions 
that a sentence below 10 years would be ap- 
propriate,” he said. 

‘The accused listened to the proceedings 
through an interpreter 

‘Aguilar, 29, a mother of two from Tagudin, 
locos Sur, was arrested hours after the severed 
head and limbs of Jane Lapuebla, 26, were found 
inside a sports bag near a subway station at the 
Orchard Road shopping district last Sept. 9. 

Lapuebla's torso was later found at a na- 
ture park. A native of Bambang, Nueva Viz- 
caya, Lapuebla was buried last Sept. 27 in the 
Nueva Vizcaya town of Bagabag where she 
had lived with her husband Crusaldo. 

Nathan first said last October that he would 
not rule out seeking an amendment to the 
murder charge against Aguilar after his con- 
versations with her gave the defense team a 
clearer picture of what may have transpired. 

‘Another Filipina maid, Flor Contempla- 
cion, was hanged in Singapore 10 years ago 
for the murder of another maid and a Singa- 
porean boy. 

Contemplacion's hanging strained bilateral 
ties, which have since improved. 

‘About 150,000 women, many of them from 
the Philippines, work as maids in Singapore. 
-In Manila, the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs’ tipped-off reporters earlier yesterday 
about the development in Singapore but later 
declined to issue an official statement. 
Spokesman Bert Asuque said the foreign of- 
fice would continue monitoring the case. AFP. 
with Volt Contreras 
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Militants vow to reclaim streets; PNP to follow ruling 


By TJ Burgonio, right of people who would beaf- tion by tuming down the CPR," Sen. in a text message. would do the same with the peo- ebration of the triumph of the 
Blanche S. Rivera fected by the protest rallies Joker Arroyo said ina statement. ple's initiative,” Sen. Ralph Recto rule of law, But he said it was not 
and Philip C. Tubeza ч NOM Court of last resort. said, referring to the mode being a “bugle call for anarchy.” 

Dropall pending charges Bill of rights sacrosanct “This is confirming and affirm- vigorously pursued by adminis- “Тһе state retains the power to 
THERE WAS A MUTED RE- “The Supreme Court, being the "Malacafang has been served ing that we can still rely upon the tration allies to amend the 1987 defend itself when assaulted by 
SPONSE from usually pugna- highest tribunal, has already spo- notice that the Bill of Rights is Supreme Court asa courtoflastre- Constitution shift the govern- evil forces who use democratic 
cious Palace officials, а sigh ofre- ken,” said Senior Supt. Samuel. sacrosanct and it should heed the sort in the resolution of controver- menttoa parliamentary system. — virtues to destroy democracy it- 
lief from victims of violent police Pagdilao, spokesperson of the signals being given by the high sies, especially political controver- self. The ruling is not a franchise 
dispersals and praise for the Philippine National Police. “The court, Arroyo said. sies. This bodes well for the coun- Wake-up call towhip up a mob,” said Mitra. 
Supreme Court forstanding upto decision forms part of the law of “It is some wonder why theex- my Sen. ‘Rodolfo Biazon said. “I hope that this will serve asa Bayan Muna party-list Rep. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. the land, sowe have tofollow it.” ecutive has attempted to probe “Nobody is the victor here ex- wake-up call for GMA in so faras Teodoro Casfo said: "Our score: 
с Leftist groups, which bore the “It’s positive that the CPR no. how far it can go in traducing the cept the people. I give my soldier- her dictatorial tendencies are board shows it's 2-1: one for GMA 
runt of police batons enforcing longer exists and there will be Constitution. The Supreme Court ly salute to all the members ofthe concerned,” said House Minority for the national identification sys- 

“м Arroyo's "calibrated preemp- freedom parks, but this may not has sent the message, the Consti- Panganiban Supreme Court,” he Leader Francis Escudero. tem and two for the people for CPR 
tive response" (CPR) policy, be enough to stop abuses by the tution is working. That augurs added. Escudero said the opposition and EO 464. The ruling can only 
vowed to reclaim the streets, PNP It might not stop violent dis- ‘well for the country.” ‘Sen. Jamby Madrigal, who was was studying ‘whether to include further embolden the people to de- 
where scores of their followers  persals," said Bagong Alyansang Sen. Richard Gordon said: hosed down by police during a this case when it files another im- mand the truth from her. The culti- 

ghad been arrested. Makabayan (Bayan) secretary "The Constitution cannot be tri- protestin Mendiola, said: "Ms Ar- peachment complaint against the vated image is part of a cover-up re- 

2 A huge May Day rally is being general Renato Reyes Jr. fled with. The President must be royo has only herself to blame for President this year. lating to the Garci tapes,” he said. 

planned in the face of rising oil "АШ pending charges against more ‘circumspect in the exercise her tyrannical policy. She is a House Majority Leader Pros- х 
prices and stagnant salaries. the protesters under the CPR of her executive powers. She tyrant on the losing streak. Strike pero Nograles said the Supreme Let’s show the Thi 

Ke de deterring comment regime should be dropped now,” should not experiment with the twofor GMA. The civil liberties of Court was“eorrect’invoiding the с шэн oP Rollo 
until we have received acopyand Laban ng Masa chair Francisco people's rights which are inher- our people should never be sacri- CPR, adding that even the bright- Golez said the court decision al- 
read the decision,” Press Secre- Nemenzo Jr. said. ent in the Constitution.” ficed for political survival. I en- est lawyers ‘could sometimes give lowed protests in the “magnitude, 
tary Ignacio Bunye said in a text “Кіз time to reclaim Mendiola |. i courage our peopletoremainvig- “bum” advice. frequency and duration of the 
message after the Supreme Court and the entire stretch of Recto Av- Kitchen getting hotter Жап! against a losing tyrant.” “So, let's just follow the law tothe Bangkok marches" that recently 
announced its decision striking enue. The Manila city govern- “Kudos to the Supreme Court ‘Opposition Sen. Panfilo Lacson etter and no need to litigate. Peace- forced Thai Prime Minister 
down Ms Arroyo's CPR. ‘ment and police should give us for upholding the rule of law and said “those who were victimized ful assembly and freedom of expres- Thaksin Shinawatra to step down. 

‘The President's chief of staff, the parliament of the streets or the Constitution. No question the by CPR either through physical sion are guaranteed by law" ‘he said. “Now, we should show the Thais 
Michael Defensor, thanked the face charges in court,” said Gerry kitchen is getting hotter for GMA. abuse or arrests should start filing that we, too, can defend democracy 
high court for its ruling. He said Albert Corpuz of Pamalakaya. She should resign now before criminal and civil suits against No bugle callforanarchy the way they did against Thaksin,” 
the court "not only upheld the “The Supreme Court has again people take the law into their theirtormentors" House Assistant Majority Lead- hesaid. With reports from Chris- 

eco trons to hd nrotestac. masedtheredflagonthelimisofex- own hands” Senate Minority  “Iwelcome the Supreme Court er Abraham Kahlil Mitre of dne 0, Avendaño, Luige A. del 
tions but also acknowledged the ecutive power ‘under the Constitu- Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said decision. I hope they eventually Palawan joined the minority'scel- Puerto. and Michael Lim Ubac 


Biazon to Palace ... SC rules Palace ban on rallies is illegal 


From page Al Я From pageAl 


Garci tapes by (Press) Secretary do Ermita, Manila Mayor Lito 
(gnacio) Bunye,” he said at a Atienza and the Philippine Na- 
briefing. tional Police to refrain from using 
‘The senator, however, did not CPR and instead strictly observe 
discount the possibility that ral- р the requirements of “maximum 
lies and demonstrations in Metro tolerance.” 
Manila on May 1 could “trigger a “CPR serves no valid purpose if 
move from the armed services BE it means the same thing as maxi- 
constituting a withdrawal of sup- mum tolerance and is illegal if it 
port.” |. means something else,” the deci- 
“The threat from the armed З sion said. "Accordingly, what is to 
services is the possibility of a [ be followed is and should be that 
withdrawal of support that can 9. mandated by the law itself, name- 
only be triggered by mass move- BIAZON ly, maximum tolerance.” 
ments in the streets. And itseems “М5 Arroyo's psy-war experts : 
that there is a great possibility аге working overtime to prevent ВР 880 valid 
that there could be mass move- people from coming out in The high court upheld the va- 
mentsinthestreets,"hesaid, protest,” said Bayan secretary lidity of Batas Pambansa Віз. 880 
general Renato Reyes. “We can and dismissed the petitions by 
State of emergency assure the public that the May 1 leftwing groups led by Bagong 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's protest is not part of any coup Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) 
chief of staff, Michael Defensor, plot or conspiracy.” to have the measure issued dur- 
had warned that Malacañang — National Security Adviser Nor- ing Ferdinand Marcos’ martial 
would not hesitate to reimposea berto Gonzales said he did notex- law regime be likewise declared 
state of emergency if the May 1 pect any untoward incidents on — void. 
rallies escalate into armed vio- Mayl. Under BP 880, maximum toler- 
lence. While there were rumors some ance means the “highest degree 
Ms Arroyo issued Proclamation groups would try to take advan- of restraint that the military, po- 
No. 1017 and declared a state of tage of the occasion, Gonzales lice and other peacekeeping au- 
national emergency on Feb. 24 doubted they would succeed. “It’s thorities shall observe during а 
after the military allegedly un- wishful thinking,” he said. public assembly or in the disper- 
covered a plot by key officers to Не also expressed doubt that salofthesame. 
join protest marches thatday and militant labor groups would be The Supreme Court said ВР HERE IT IS: Lawyer Ismael Khan presents the 36-page Supreme Court decision junking Malacañang's 
reak away from the chain of able to gather 20,000 people for 880 clearly provided for the use caji M pr zeae панча ы 
use, their Labor Day rallies of orcas лн” M dal: Орао prp reparat policy. The decision was penned by Justice Adolfo Azcuna. 


While the state of emergency ing with rallies. required to hold an assembly The Supreme Court said BP but that the solicitor general 
was enforced for seven days, 2,000 tobe deployed АВР 880 cannot be condemned there, the decision said. 880 did not absolutely ban public would study a possible appeal. 
protesters, paryiist lawmakers Bunye said the authorities as unconstitutional. It does not Three groups had petitioned assemblies bur the law merely Defensor said this was in line 
vd perceived cities were arrest. wereready forany eventualityon curtail or unduly restrict free the Supreme Court in October last provided for restrictions оп the with the government position 
ed without warrants, and the of- May 1. Gana p merely regulates the use year to declare unconstitutional time, place and manner ofthe аз. that there should be clear guide. 
fice of a critical newspaper, The “We have laws to observe and of public places as to the time, CPR and BP 880, saying the policy semblies. lines during protests to protect 
Daily Tribune, was raided. if these laws are broken then the place and manner of assemblies,” and law were contrary to their Section 15 of BP 880 called for the demonstrators and those who 

Defensors warning came оп lawbreakers will have to answer зай. Constitutional rights of freedom of the establishment of freedom would be inconvenienced. (See 
the heels of military intelligence the consequences,” he said. Far from being insidious, the assembly and expression. parks as a way of institutionalizing story above.) 

Tepos that it had uncovered Director Vidal Querol, head of justices said "maximum toler-  Bayan and the Kilusang Mag. respect for the people's right © gy b 
“Oplan 4G, an alleged leftist- the Metro Manila police, said up “ance” was for the benefit of ral- bubukid sa Pilipinas complained peacefully assemble, it said. Rallies banned since Sept. 
rightist plot to mobilize up to half to 2,000 police personnel would liers, not the government. that their Oct. 6, 2005, rally was Ви during the oral arguments “What we are guarding against 
a million people for a march on be deployed throughout Metro Violently dispersed by lawmen before the Supreme Court, Solic- is the presence of possible sabo- 
the Palace on Labor Day, the fifth Manila on that day, with 3,000 Freedom parks who used BP 880 as basis. tor General Alfredo Benipayo said teurs who might infiltrate the 
anniversary of the assault on moreheldinreserve. he tribunal called on the ре.  Twenty-sixother protesters also only Cebu City had declared a free- ranks of demonstrators and cre- 
Malacahang by supporters of The fringes of Malacafiang will partment of the Interior and Lo- claimed that they were injured, dom parkas mandated by BP 850. Ма trouble which later may be 
ousted President Joseph Estrada. be off-limits to protesters. Querol cal Governmentto take necessary arrested ‘and detained during a This prompted the Supreme blamed on the government,” 
пава енйп овер Бата said the police planned to bar steps for the immediate establish- peaceful mass action they held on Court to say that the govem- Мето Manila police chief Vidal 
“eoup could be a mere cover for cade the avenues leading to ment ofa freedom park or plaza Sept. 26, 2005, and Oct. 5, 2005, ments compliance with ВР 880, Querol told reporters. 
fhe issuance of anew measure to Malacafiang with container vans, іп every city and town of the while marchingon Malacafiang. which was passed in 1985, was Ройсе have banned and vio- 
апей the expected massive street а strategy that was successfully country. “pathetic and regrettable.” ently dispersed virtually all pub- 
гоз by labor groups оп May employed during Ms Arroyos I said that after 30 days from Only Cebu has rally park S lic assemblies without permits 
$3, said Biazon, who chairs the. State of the Nation Address last the finality ofits decision, “no pri- ‘The KMU also said that on Oct. Appeal being studied since September. 
Senate committee on national de- year. or permit shall be required for 4, 2005, a rally it cosponsored to During the oral arguments, Тһе opposition has been mobi- 
‘Sense. Би he expressed concern that pearefül assemblies in public be conducted at Mendiola Bridge Benipayo conceded that the CPR. ling thousands of supporters i 
= mo groups had as yet applied for parks” that have not yer been de- was blocked and forcibly dis- policy should be discontinued as abid to force Ms Апоуо te DAR 
sPsy-war rally permits. clared freedom parks. persed. a term since it did not mean any- but the crowds haven't matched 
BÉ Bagong Alyansang Makabayan " “Theyrerunningoutoftime,” If after 30 days, no such park The petitioners said BP 880 re- thing other chen ‘maximum toler- the hundreds of thousands who 
Bayan) called the militarys ап- Querol said. Protesters had de had been identified, all public quired a permit before а rally ance, as provided forbyBP880. ^ took part in the people power re- 
ibiementofOplam 4G э des. fed the police before by taking parks and plazas of the town or could be held regardless of the Ms Arroyos chief of staf vols that ousted two Presidents 
erate ploy to sabotage the up- to the streets without rally рег city shall be deemed freedom presence or absence of a clear Michael Defensor said the ad inthelastrwodecades. Witha 
oming May 1 rally” mits. parks and that no permit shallbe and present danger. ministration respected the ruling, report from AP 
& 


5 FROM.MAXIMUM TOLERANCE TO CPR. 

E. 

Wi Sopt.21, 2005—On the planned protest at slonon Human Rights President Teofisto Oct.24—TheCHRsays tunda in Quezon С. 

asrdanniversaryot ^ Malacañangbytheleft- says BP 880, or the Pub- Guingona, Sen. Jamby  tharoisnolegalbasis Akbayan Rep. Risa 

З Presidont Ferdinand wing Kilusan parasa ‘Bc Assambly Act, lows Madrigal, priests, nuns forCPR. * Hontlveros-Baraquel is 
Marcos'dedaratono! Demokrasya. Thirteen protesters toholdpeaco- and about 700 others arrested. 

ЧУ martial law. Execute protesters arearrested. ful demonstrations even allemplngiomarch Feb. 24, 2006—Prosi- 

Ж Socrotary Eduardo Erm Sept. 27-—Party-ist © wihoutapermtia:- ү, arehoseddownnear dent Macapagal-Arroyo March 17— Polico 
announces s"calr lawmakersfileareso- thors faltoacton ` Mendioa.Bayanand issues Proclamation briefly dotain tormor 
raiso preemptive ro- lution seekinganin- thelr application within other groups goto No. 1017 deciaringa Social Weltare Sacre- 

A oponss (CPR iniiovol  quiyintothe CPR poll- two days. Polico disperse Supreme Courttoas- stateolnationalemer- tary Corazon “Dinky” 
sponse torance"in cy. They alsocallon Bagong Alyansang Mak-,-., sall the constitutionalty gency. Police break up Soliman and 50 others 
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Marcoses can pay off nat'l debt – PCGG 


By Aleuin Papa 


THE MARCOSES HAVE ENOUGH MONEY TO 
pay the national debt, and more, ассо 

the Presidential Commission on Good Gov- 
ernment (PCGG). / 

РОСО commissioner Ricardo Abcede told the 
Bulong Pulungan forum yesterday that Imelda 
Marcos, the widow of the late dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos, had told him the extent of the Marcos 
‘wealth over dinner sometime in December 2005, 

“She [Imelda] said the Marcos assets are 
enough to pay our national debt, plus more," 
Abcede said. 

‘The national debt is estimated at P3 trillion 
while estimates of the Marcos ill-gotten assets 
are between $5 billion to $10 billion (about 
P500 billion) 

Abcede is instigating negotiations for a com- 
promise deal with the Marcoses that would in- 
volve the dismissal of the charges against the 
Marcos family in exchange for government 
getting a share of the ill-gotten wealth 

Last week, Abcede said he had met with a 
representative of the Imelda. Yesterday he 
identified this representative as Ding Diaz, a 
known Marcos supporter. 

Abcede said the meeting with Diaz was 
merely “exploratory” and that he would need to 
sit down with Imelda's lawyer, Roberto Sison, 
for the substantive part of the negotiations. 

But for starters, Abcede asked Diaz for a 
complete list of the Marcos asses both here 
and abroad. That list, Abcede was told, is 
forthcoming. 


Compromise settlement 

Abcede also said it was not true as lawyer 
Frank Chavez and former Senate President 
and former PCGG chair Jovito Salonga have 
contended that a 1998 Supreme Court deci- 
sion on the Marcos ill-gotten wealth issue 
made any kind of compromise agreement 
with the Marcoses illegal. 

“The decision does not prohibit negotiations 
or a settlement. It merely spells out what can- 
not be acceptable in negotiations. There is no 
statement there that prohibits any form of com- 
promise agreement in the future,” Abcede said. 

He said the 1998 Supreme Court decision 
referred only to one compromise settlement 
that was presented to the high court and not 
to compromise in general between the gov- 
ernment and the Marcoses. 

“In fact, the Supreme Court encourages 
compromise agreement in civil cases," he said. 

As for the criminal liability of the Marcoses 
in the various cases brought against them, 
Abcede said “there must be a way of dismissing 
the criminal cases [against the Marcoses].” 

He said the Marcoses face a total of 520 civ- 
il and criminal cases here involving some 
P220 billion 

Under the law and the 1998 Supreme 
Court decision, criminal liability cannot be 
the subject of a compromise. 


‘No ceasefire’ 

Abcede said that to allow the status quo to 
continue—that is, to persist in prosecuting 
the Marcos cases—would mean millions 
more of government resources being spent to 
fightthe Marcoses in court. 

But he said there would be "no ceasefire" 
in the Marcos cases while negotiations are 
going on. 

“А compromise deal with the Marcoses is 
not for President Macapagal-Arroyo or for 
Mrs. Marcos alone, it is for the Filipino peo- 
ple. I don't care about the moral issues in- 
volved. Part of our mandate is the recovery of 
the Marcos wealth. And the negotiations are 
within our mandate. 1 can defend this in 

laza Miranda,” Abcede said. 

Meanwhile, the militant Kilusang Mag- 
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2nd Week of Easter 
Ist Reading: Acts 5:17-26 
Gospel: John3:16-21 

Yes, God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son that whoever believes in him 
may not be lost, but may have eternal life 
God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world; instead, through him 
the world is to be saved. Whoever believes in 
him will not be condemned. He who does 
not believe is already condemned, because. 
he has not believed in the Name of the only 
Son of God. 

"This is how the Judgment is made: Light 
has come into the world and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. For whoever does wrong 
hates the light and doesn't come to the light 
for fear that his deeds will be shown as evil. 
But whoever lives according to the truth 
comes into the light so that it can be clearly 
seen that his works have been done in God.” 
Commentary 

We hear the work of the Spirit in the early 
Church in Acts, alongside the words of Jesus to 
Nicodemus. The apostles are arrested but an 
angel of the Lord sets them free to preach again 
boldly. They preach and are arrested again! 
‘And Jesus again and again tries to tell Nicode- 
‘mus how God in love sent his Son to bring life to 
all the world, not condemning, but bringing 
Good News, Bringing light. But the world and 
the children of the world (we often act more. 
_| like them) prefer darkness to the light and do 

evil, not wanting our deeds to be exposed. We 
are challenged to decide again: forthe light or 
or the deeds we wouldn't want exposed to the 
truth and light. 
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bubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) warned that 
Imelda might try to control the terms of the 
settlement by using a dummy foundation. 

The KMP said this in reaction to a report 
that the former First Lady was stipulating that 
proceeds from the deal should benefit a foun- 
dation of her choice. 

"Aside from the fact that this is very dangerous 
and dubious because she can just form a dummy 
foundation to siphon [off] the wealth as her fam- 
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ily has done during their reign, it also shows her 
predisposition to control the terms of the oner- 
ous deal,” said Danilo "Ka Daning” Ramos, secre- 
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"Blame game 


UST LIKE HER FATHER, WHO PRINTED CAMPAIGN 
posters in 1965 portraying the Senate as the enemy 
(admittedly one among many, for a beleaguered ad- 

Münistration), since 2004 President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and her official family have been waging war against the 
Senate. The language of official press releases has be- 
dome increasingly vitriolic—and increasingly bipolar: ei- 

ther the Senate is composed of "blood- 

«EDITORIAL thirsty senators,” or “rogue legislators," 

bd or it is appealed to for cooperation. 
"Which leads to the inevitable question of whether an ad- 
“ministration that alternates between hissing at, and then 
begging to embrace, the Senate is operating on an even 
emotional, much less intellectual, keel. 
In the end it doesn’t matter if President Arroyo really 
‘held a meeting in Malacafiang in which she scolded 
“Charter change advocates for not getting enough done 
"and taking too long to accomplish what they have. It is 
"irrelevant, too, if the President thundered that the Sen- 
„ate is the enemy and must be vigorously, and continu- 
ously, portrayed as such, What does matter is that never 
$їйбё the pre-martial law Marcos administration, or the 
‘American era before that, has a chief executive been so 
` hell-bent and dead-set on a political showdown with the 
Senate. 
` То accomplish the defeat—and abolition—of the Sen- 
ate, nothing is beyond the pale, neither the selective use 
sof information in ads or in press statements. In the case of 
the recent, highly expensive, Philippine Information 

‘Agency campaign, survey firms have complained that 

their findings have been misused, a complaint shared by 

the Makati Business Club, whose members are struggling 
to recall statements it allegedly made, as quoted in the 
"ads, In the case of press statements, the Senate is blamed 
"for the non-passage of a budget that was submitted late 
by Malacafiang, and deliberated upon for eight months in 
"the House of Representatives (with a total lack of speed 
«until all pork allocations were ascertained). Now both the 
; House and the President are expecting the Senate to com- 
i plete its budget deliberations within one month! The Sen- 
` ate can be faulted for many things—among them, extrav- 
/"'ligance in insisting on renting Pasay City premises when it 
could have constructed а home for itself in Quezon City, 
delays in deliberating on the ethanol bill—but it cannot 

' be faulted for delaying the budget. 

“The executive branch is engaging in a mentally dishon- 

“est blame game. One, for example, is putting forward 

“appeals” to the Senate not to investigate allegations of 
executive abuse of authority or corruption, so as to help 

„сре with a looming oil crisis. Passage of an ethanol bill 

"iow will only see results in several months or even a few 
years. Short-term savings on air-conditioning or gasoline 

"by the Senate would also pale in comparison to the ex- 

enses incurred for the same things by either the execu- 

tive branch or the House of Representatives. Indeed, it 
~ighould be asked: After the fuss and bother during the last 

«spike in oil prices, where did the executive devote its en- 

Vergies? The answer, of course, is the so-called people's ini- 

« tiative for Charter change. 

sit With the House of Representatives and the presidency 

" fnited in a mission to change the form of government pri- 
‘tharily to achieve the lifting of term limits and dispense 
‘with a potentially disastrous 2007 election and thereby 
‘prevent a second round of impeachment, among other 
‘things, the only thing standing between a change of gov- 
лепе for, by and with the administration coalition is 
the Senate, This does not require perfection, integrity ог 

"even sincerity on the part of the Senate or the senators. It 

"опу requires them to do what they are meant to do under 

‘he existing constitutional order. That order, after all, was 
overwhelmingly ratified by the majority of the Filipino 
people, while the President and her allies, at best, can on- 

"Тӯ point to a minority, however dedicated or well-funded 

“subscribing to their view. 

Vc, What we are witnessing is a strange kind of power play. 

"Instead of the Roman senators assassinating Julius Cae- 

"sar to eliminate dictatorship and tyranny, the script has 

ееп rewritten so that it is now Caesar branding the Seri- 
žite as the home of “destabilizers,” and condemning the 
senators to be eaten by the lions. 
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Gringo/Willie Nep at Kapihan 


THE AREA IN FRONT OF THE MANILA HOTEL 
was crawling with cops when I arrived Monday 
morning for the regular Kapihan sa Manila 
breakfast forum. At the door, the hotel guards 
asked me: “Darating po ba si Gringo?" (Is 
Gringo coming?) 

“Yes, I think so," replied. "T gota call that he 
ison the way" 

Inside the Roma Ristoranti, where the Kapi- 
han is regularly held, a crowd of media people. 
жаз already waiting and cameras had been set 
up. They were all waiting for Gringo Honasan, 
the former senator turned fugitive. 

Thad written that Gringo was going to hold 
a press conference at the Kapihan that morn- 
ing. Radio commentators announced that 
moming that Gringo would be at the Kapihan. 

‘Another scheduled guest, Dante Jimenez of 
the Volunteers Against Crime and Corruption 
(VACC), was already there. 1 had also invited 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez or his repre- 
sentative, but neither had arrived yet. They 
were to discuss with Jimenez the commutation 
to life imprisonment of all death sentences by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. “Maybe they 
read that Gringo would be here so they backed 
out,” somebody commented. 

‘After announcing that Gringo was on the 
way to the hotel, 1 began interviewing 
Jimenez. The VACC leader said that while the 
President has the power to grant executive 
clemency to prisoners, she should do it on a 
case-by-case basis. She cannot make a blanket. 
commutation of all death sentences, including 
those of prisoners whose convictions have not 
yet been confirmed by the Supreme Court. Un- 
til now, Jimenez said, Malacafiang doesn't 
even have a complete list of the death convicts 
saved by the President. 

‘After some time, there was a commotion 
outside and the photographers, cameramen 
and some reporters rushed ош. Flashbulbs 
flashed. Gringo had arrived. 

Journalists, waiters and hotel guests craned 
their necks to look at the new arrival. “Oo, siya 
па! Siya nga!” someone muttered, 


Charity begins 


FE HIDALGO, THE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF 
the Department of Education, had an interest- 
ing message for the Filipino officials of Filipino 
schools in Xiamen, China. After pressing upon 
them the importance of good management, 
she asked them to make sure their Filipino stu- 
denis kept well to their roots. 

"As Filipino educators overseas, you must 
know the importance of promoting Filipino 
identity. You must recognize the need to teach 
Filipino children abroad that they are part of 
that Filipino identity not just because they be- 
long to our race but also because they con- 
tribute to the richness of our race. They are in- 
tegral to our national pride." 

Tm glad that Hidalgo did not go into the 
usual government spiel about the importance 
of Filipino children learning English to get 
ahead in life, The Chinese are bad English 
speakers, and so are the Thais, but they've got- 
ten far ahead in life simply by learning the lan- 
guage not just of efficiency but of ethics. To 
paraphrase Shakespeare, it's not in our tongue 
but in ourselves that we are underlings. To 
paraphrase Shakespeare even more, a cheat by 
any tongue would smell just as foul. 

Hidalgo's message isn’t bad at all, but it's al- 
зо not a little ironic. Because her message in 
fact shouldn't just be addressed to Filipino offi 
cials in Filipino schools abroad, it should be ad- 
dressed to Filipino officials in Filipino schools 
in the Philippines. The need to strengthen Fil- 
ipino identity among Filipino students is no 
less pressing here than abroad. 

Тез not unlike the complaint of Filipinos be 
ing discriminated against abroad, particularly 
in the United States and other Western coun- 
tries, which I've written about in the past 
Frankly, I cannot understand why we complain 
about being discriminated against abroad 
"when we discriminate against ourselves right 
in our own country. We look down on our 
countrymen who are dark (to this day, 1 find 
the concept of a product devoted to whitening 
the skin, its premise being that it improves 
looks, absolutely stupefying), flat-nosed and 
short (which itself is a judgment based on a 
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As | See It 
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People jostled one another to be photo- 
graphed with Gringo. An American correspon- 
dents of a big California newspaper had him- 
self photographed beside Gringo and began in- 
terviewing him. 

After a while, he stopped, looking confused 
and perplexed. Gringo was giving funny an- 
swers to his serious questions, The crowd was 
laughing. Then it dawned on him: the man he 
was interviewing was not the exsenator 
turned fugitive—although he was the spitting 
image of Gringo—but the famous imperson- 
ator, mimic and comedian Willie Nepomuceno, 
‘The American laughed, shook Willie's hand 
giggling, and they entered Roma together, fol- 
Towed by a chuckling crowd. 

Gringo sat at the elevated long table re- 
served for panelists. Two aides stood behind 
him. 

“What are you going to tell us?” T asked him. 
He had been reported in that morning's news- 
papers to have been holding backroom talks 
‘with the government 

“I am denying that," he said. "There are no 
talks, backroom, front room or side room." 

“I want to show you my proposal to the gov- 
emment on how we can achieve peace and 
progress. It can be summed up in four words: 
Cooperation, Organization, Unity, and finally 
Peace," he said, showing flash cards with each 
ord and explaining what each meant. "When 
we have achieved them, this is what we are go- 
ing to have." He showed another card with the. 
four words printed on it consecutively. The 
first letters of each word were printed in red to 
spell "COUP" The crowd roared in laughter. 

“For more enlightenment, 1 am inviting you 
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particular norm). Indeed, we laugh at people 
‘who speak English with a Visayan accent while. 
ironically admiring deejays who mangle Taga- 
log with an American accent. The discrimina- 
tion begins right at home. 

So does lack of identity. The problem begins 
right at home. In fact, the bigger irony is that 
it's Filipinos abroad who often have a stronger 
sense of Filipino roots from being driven to 
confront them than Filipinos at home. Ive 
written about that before, too. We look closely 
at our Asian neighbors, many of whom have 
taken vast strides in life, and we will notice 
that the real difference between them and us is 
not that they have parliamentary governments 
instead of presidential ones (some are parlia- 
mentary, some are not), not that they have au- 
thoritarian systems instead of democratic ones 
(Some are authoritarian, some are not), but 
that they have a strong sense of national iden- 
tity. They have a strong sense of country, They 
have a strong sense of who they are. 

I doubt that the other Southeast Asian 
kids—the Thais, Singaporeans, Malaysians, In- 
donesians, Vietnamese,  Laotans and 
Khmers—wlll answer in surveys that they pre- 
ferto be nationals of America, Japan and Saudi 
Arabia the way our kids do, That was what the 
Jate Malou Doronila found out in studies in the 
1990s about the values and attitudes of public 
school kids in the Philippines, America, Japan 
and Saudi being’the first three preferences in 
that order, the Philippines ranking only fourth. 

‘Lest we think that the idea of national loyal- 
ty is a luxury rather than a necessity in these 
“globalized” times, let us think again. Its prac- 
tical effects are patent and immense, Other 
countries have humongous corruption, t00, 


at home 


to the Music Museum on April 27 and 28, in 
the evening.” Then Gringo/Willie held up a 
poster, It looked like a poster for “Pinoy Big 
Brother" with the photos of 10 characters on it. 
They looked like those of Presidents Joseph 
Estrada, Fidel Ramos and Cory Aquino, Sena- 
tors Ping Lacson and Gringo, comedian Dol- 
phy, boxer Manny Pacquiao, singer Freddie 
Aguilar, Garci and Kris Aquino. On closer look, 
however, those familiar with the imperson- 
ations by Willie noticed that ай the characters, 
except the two women, were only one man: 
Willie Nep. And the title read "Pinoys Big 
Bother.” Willie is holding another of his satiri- 
cal shows tomorrow and Friday. 

But there's one character missing in his 
menagerie: the greatest impersonator of them 
all, GMA. She has successfully impersonated 
the President of the Philippines for several 
years already. 

This is not the first me Willie has made а 
surprise appearance as Gringo at the Kapihan. 
Years ago, when he was also being hunted by 
the Aquino administration; there were reports 
that he was going to the Kapihan. Our panelists 
then were several congressmen, When they 
heard that Gringo was coming, some suggested, 
"Umalis na tayo dito, baka magkaputukan at 
tamaan pa tayo.” (We better leave. There might 
be shooting and we might get hit.) 

Gringo did arrive a few minutes later, ас. 
companied by a squad of uniformed “soldiers” 
with rifles, The congressmen left in a hurry. But 
it wasn't Gringo, of course. Ie was Willie Nep. 

Still at the Manila Hotel this Saturday, April 
29, will be the Grand Alumni Homecoming of 
the University of Sto. Tomas to mark the 
396th anniversary of its founding. UST alum- 
ni of all colleges and faculties are urged to at- 
tend as planned activities culminating in the 
400th anniversary of the university in 2011 
will be unveiled and discussed, Among these 
activities is the inauguration of the new 40- 
hectare campus in Laguna, Another. 80- 
hectare campus will follow in Cotabato. 


Suharto having stolen much more than Mar- 
cos, but the difference is that Suharto kept the 
money in Indonesia where it employed In- 
donesians while Marcos stashed the loot 
abroad where it merely became an object of 
treasure hunt for the Presidential Commission 
оп Good Government. That is an epic differ 
fence, which goes a long way to explaining why 
we are poor and miserable and why our neigh 
bors are not. 

Indeed, as education goes, we can run our 
universities with the most modern management 
principles learned from the Asian Institute of 
Management and we can equip the same univer- 
sities with the latest digital marvels from South 
Korea, but none of that will mean anything for 
the country if our graduates will just make а bee- 
line for workplaces abroad. Which is happening 
even as we speak: We are no longer just losing 
maids and forklift operators to Hong Kong and 
Saudi Arabia, we are now losing doctors and 
teachers to the United States and Canada. That 
may help to stave off the free fall of the peso rela- 
tive to the dollar in the short run, but that will 
have the most vicious consequences in the long 
run, Given in particular the economic wisdom 
that says a country's most precious resource is its 
people, notably its educated people 

Tknow 1 felt envious when a friend of mine 
told me about being toured in a steel plant in 
northern China and meeting all sorts of man- 
agers in jeans and polo shirts, many of whom 
toted degrees from Cambridge and Oxford. Fil 
ipinos abroad may, of course, argue that that is 
so because the Chinese have jobs to come 
home to. But that is probably putting the cart 
before the horse. In fact the opposite is true: 
‘They have jobs because their people who ac- 
quire knowledge and skills abroad come home 
to build a country, which creates the jobs. The 
difference lies in the attitude. They say: Ask 
not what your country сап do for you, ask what 
you сап do for your country. We just say: Ask. 
hot, Different attitudes, different results. 

Remind Filipino kids abroad they're Pil- 

nos? Remind Filipino kids at home they're 
Filipinos! 
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Oil shock shifts national agenda to economics 


THE RECORD RISE IN OIL PRICES TO $75 A 
barrel last week has raised fears among oil con- 
suming countries—from big consumers like the 
United States to small economies like the Philip- 
pines—that high energy costs would snuff out 
economic growth. 

The impact on the Philippines, a low-growth 
‘economy, was immediate. The price spike immedi- 
ately refocused the national agenda to an urgent 
economic issue, the source of which sprang from 
the rising tensions between the United States and 
Iran (the world’s fourth biggest crude exporter) 
over Iran's defiance of intemational pressure 
(mainly from the West) to halt its nuclear program. 

For months since July last year, when political 
crisis engulfed the Arroyo administration, Fil- 
ipinos have been led to believe that political is- 
sues were the center of their universe, and that 
economic issues were of little consequence to 
their lives, taking secondary importance to their 
consuming passion to unseat an administration 
that they intensely loathed. Infact, it was deemed 
unfashionable in some political circles to talk 
about the economic effects of the continuing po- 
litical crisis and uncertainty not only on economic 
growth but more so on the lives of the poor Fil- 
ipinos. thas been argued that paying attention to 
economic issues would take our eyes off the legit- 
macy issues rocking the Arroyo administration. 

‘The grim prospects of another international oil 
shock have abruptly shifted national attention 
away from the highly engrossing political issues 
highlighted by the Supreme Courts decision void- 
ing certain portions of Executive Order 464 and 
upholding the right of Congress to compel, under 
certain circumstances, executive department offi 
cials, to testify at congressional inquiries. 

The specter of another oil shock has so alarmed 
the political class that within a week after the 
Court's decision, the congressional and executive 
agenda has abruptly shifted focus to the oil prices 
spike, with both administration officials and law- 
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makers ofany consequence now giving priority to 
how to absorb the escalating prices of crude, 
which has added $15 to the cost of a barrel in a 
matter of weeks, 

“There is a sort of panic reaction to the record 
crude prices, and the alarm has at last awakened 
the political protagonists to the reality that the 
economy cannot permanently be excluded as a 
critical element in defining the priorities of the 
national agenda. 

At a meeting of ministers of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries at Doha the other 
day, Opec ministers said there was nothing they 
could do to halt surging oil prices. Dr. Edmund 
Maduabebe Daukoru told reporters, "Few 
‘economies in the world could make long-term busi- 
ness plans at the rate of $75 a barrel." He added 
that even if Opec were to increase its oil production, 
there were no quick solutions to the problems. In- 
creasing Opec output, he said, was not expected to 
lower the prices and would only serve to clog the 
market with additional supplies. But he predicted 
that the price of oil would eventually drop to amore 
realistic and stable $50 to $60 a barrel. 

But until this happens, the Philippines will 
have to live with the current price, make adjust- 
ments and immediately find measures that will 
keep the price spike from flowing on to transport 
fares, electricity charges and other essential 
goods and commodities, including cooking oil. 

‘The oil price rise has moved up to the top of the 
national agenda proposals calling for a special ses- 
sion of Congress to consider such measures as ex- 


cempting petroleum products from the 12-percent 
value-added tax and scrapping the 3 percent tax on 
oil imports. A consensus seems to be developing 
among legislators belonging to both the administra- 
tion coalition and the opposition to give priority to 
suspending the 12-percent VAT, for the purpose of 
‘blunting the impact of the ой price increases. 

These two proposed measures are not painless 
solutions. Administration officials say that the 
suspension of the 12-percent VAT would cost the 
government P29 billion yearly in prospective rev- 
enue, while scrapping the tariff would mean P7.5 
million in foregone revenue. The suspension of 
the VAT requires a joint resolution by both Houses 
of Congress. 

This unaccustomed shift ín priorities to eco- 
nomic concerns has mercifully re-routed the con- 
gressional agenda from the confrontational course 
it was moving into with Malacafiang following ће 
Supreme Courts decision on EO 464. This diver- 
sion comes as a welcome relief from the overpolit 
‘ized national agenda that has focused on the cri- 
sis of legitimacy of the Arroyo administration. It 
postpones a political showdown as a number of 
‘Senate committees prepared to resume inquiries 
into issues that have been suspended since 
September last year, when President Macapagal- 
Arroyo issued EO 464 banning executive depart- 
ment officials from testifying at legislative in- 
quiries without her permission. These inquiries 
covered a wide range of issues, including allega- 
tions of cheating by the President during the 2004 
election and the $503-million NorthRail project 
assisted by the Chinese government. 

‘Congress has litte time to lose on a showdown 
with the Palace over the resumption of the sus- 
pended investigations. It is due to resume its ses- 
sion on May 15 and adjourn on June 9. The inter- 
vention of urgent economic issues spoils the ex- 
pectations of fun in the circuses provided by leg- 
isative investigations. The public is likely to have 
a reprieve from fruitless inquiries. 


Nepali ‘People Power’ 


THERE'S SOMETHING EARTHSHAKING GOING 
on in Nepal, with events taking place promising 
changes so fundamental they could alter not just 
the kingdom's political system and structures, but 
its very culture and belief system. 

‘Though demonstrators were reported yester- 
day celebrating their “victory” after King Gyanen- 
dra bowed to the demands of the seven-party op- 
position coalition to recall and reorganize Parlia- 
ment, the king himself and the institution of the 
monarchy have been severely weakened, if not 
imperiled. 

Nepal is the world's only Hindu monarchy, and 

the king has been traditionally venerated as an in- 
camation of Lord Vishnu. So conservative is 
Nepali culture that tourists wishing to enter the 
bigger shrines are required to remove every bit of 
leather from their persons, be it shoes, bags or 
belts. But after King Gyanendra ascended to the 
throne and subsequently imposed authoritarian 
rule and dissolved Parliament, the high esteem if 
not veneration with which many Nepalis held the 
royal family, has been tarnished considerably. To- 
day, in the wake of the king’s concessions to the 
protesters, Nepali politicians interviewed said 
they were for hastening the transformation of 
Nepal into a constitutional monarchy, with the 
king reduced to a symbolic head of state. 
THE EROSION of the monarchy's power and 
image has much to do with the way King Gya- 
nendra assumed the throne. In 2001, if you 
will recall, Gyanendra's older brother King 
Birendra and other members of the royal fami- 
ly were massacred allegedly by Crown Prince 
Dipendra, who then turned his gun on himself. 
Gyanendra, who was out-of-town at the time, 
ascended to the throne as the most senior sur- 
vviving member of the royal family. But he has 
never been particularly popular or liked by or- 
dinary Nepalis or politicians. 

In fact, in the wake of King Gyanendra’s sub- 
sequent actions, talk persisted of a "conspiracy" 
around the 2001 massacre, since the investiga- 
tion was conducted in strict confidence. Prince 
Dipendra was supposed to have been enraged by 


STUDENTS READING ABOUT THE PHILIPPINE 
Revolution or Filipino-American War from their 
boring textbooks find it hard to imagine how the 
battles were actually fought. They often ask what 
‘common soldiers felt or thought at the time of en- 
gagement with the enemy. 

‘Textbooks provide general outlines of the 
struggle for independence. We know the outcome 
but we lack the details. We have a skeleton rather 
than flesh and blood. This is why my reading list 
contains a lot of primary source material, usually 
first-person accounts that will connect my stu- 
dents with their past. 

‘To keep my readings current and interesting, 1 
keep searching for new material. Recently, I came 
across a draft letter from Emilio Aguinaldo to a 
certain Raymundo Melliza in the Visayas giving 
instructions to launch a surprise attack on the en- 
‘emy, thus providing an insight into the way our 
heroes—both known and unknown—fought over 
a century ago. 

‘The draft letter was written from the revolu- 
tionary capital, Malolos, and is dated Nov. 4, 
1898. It encourages people to take over towns 
and fill the enemy with “sudden fright and terror” 
through surprise attacks as follows: 

t the attack on Iloilo, the capital, be a sur- 
prise, making use of bolos, daggers, and clubs, so 
as to avoid as many casualties as possible, be- 
‘cause if the attack would be made with rifles, 
they would begin to fire at a long distance from 
the town and it is easy to see that the same would 
not be taken quickly in that event. Therefore, sur- 
prise is better, and none will be engaged in it but 
those of the town itself, in the following manner: 
Convene inhabitants of the town, in number 
equal to the fourth part of that of the Spaniards, 
and divide them into platoons equal also to in 
number to the posts or barracks of the same. Be- 
sides this, let there be five or six men, previously 
instructed who will enter two at a time into the 
barracks, carrying with them presents for the 
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his family's opposition to his bride-to-be, but it 
remains a mystery how he was able to gun down 
almost his entire family without the royal body- 
guards reacting. Even more suspicion lingers 
around the survival of the present crown prince, 
who was in the Palace that day. 

Reporters are calling the king's concession 
and the naming of a new prime minister by the 
‘opposition coalition a victory of Nepalese 
“People Power.” We may see in the near future 
whether this exercise of “People Power” will 
Jead to a fundamental restructuring of Nepal's 

wer structures, or if this is not merely a po- 

itical re-shuffle, with the same old faces re- 
turning to power and working out a new ar- 
rangement with the king. 
FOR one thing, the decade-old Maoist insurgency 
still simmers in the countryside and has even 
gained in strength. The Maoists, while they were 
allied with the opposition that organized the 
massive protests in Kathmandu, have said they 
are rejecting the arrangements hammered out 
with King Gyanendra. 

Nepal is thus still a long way away from long- 
term stability. Filipino viewers had a glimpse of the 
effects ofthe insurgency when a Filipino TV crew, 
trekking to the Everest Base Camp in the course of 
their coverage of what they hope will be the first 
Filipino conquest of Mt. Everest, had their walkie- 
talkies confiscated by Nepali soldiers. The soldiers 
explained that they simply didn't want the "rebels" 
to get hold of the radio transmitters and use these 
for their own purposes. 

In many ways, Nepal these days shares many 
of the same problems with the Philippines, 
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‘commanders under the pretext of asking a pass or 
of denouncing several revolutionists and divert- 
ing them by such means." 

Obviously the barracks had both Filipino and 
Spanish soldiers. The object of using hand 
‘weapons was to keep casualties down. Only the 
foreigners were to be attacked; the Filipino sol- 
diers were to be convinced to shift loyalties. 

Aguinaldo was also worried because the sol- 
diers, often poorly trained, discharged their 
‘weapons before they got within range, thus not 
only wasting bullets but alerting the barracks 
long before the attack could be successfully 
mounted. Aguinaldo continued: 

“Before all this is done, fix upon an hour, say 
12 o'clock daytime, and instantaneously and si- 
multaneously let the attack begin. Apart from all 
this, let there be in the same way persons charged 
with dissuading the people of the town from giv- 
ing assistance which they might feel like extend- 
ing to their brethren engaged in battle. Direct 
them to call out in a loud voice to the people not 
to be afraid, and other words that may serve to 
cheer their hearts and stimulate their courage. 

“Endeavor to secure the sentinels and comman- 
ders; if they will not surrender, kill them. Also, se- 
cure their armories, and when this is done, the 
arms found there will be taken by our men. Those 
who are to fight, or to help those who previously 
entered the barracks, should look out well, and 
charge those who carried the presents, that they 
shall under no circumstances take a rifle; bolos are 
preferable in hand-to-hand conflict while they are 


though Nepalese have it worse. Though we are a 
poor country, Nepal, landlocked and mountain- 
ous and caught between two giants—India and 
‘China—is even poorer. Its economy is highly de- 
pendent on tourism, whether that of adventurers 
drawn by mountain-climbing, trekking and 
white-water rafting, or of seekers of exotica 
drawn by the views, the rituals and temples. 

But since the outbreak of the Maoist insurgen- 
cy а decade ago, and of the month-long demon- 
strations and general strike, tourism has hit rock- 
bottom, with foreign governments issuing warn- 
ings against visiting Nepal and even air-lifting 
their nationals out of Kathmandu. 

‘Will Nepal tourism ever recover to the 1960s- 
1970s levels when it was the darling of jet-setters 
and New Age seekers? Only if the government is 
able to convince travelers that is stil safe to visit 
the country and that they will not be caught in the 
crossfire of battle or in yet another massive protest. 
GIVEN the scale of the changes taking place in 
Nepal, it seems almost an embarrassment that 
much of the TV news coverage on the country fo- 


ABS-CBN is funding the effort of “Team 
Philippines,” which has set a timetable for an 
Everest climb in 2007, while GMA-7 is provid- 
ing funds and coverage to the climb of Romi 
Garduce, who hopes to scale the world's tallest 
mountain this year. 

While bragging rights are certainly a prize 
worth going after, from this ordinary Filipino's 
viewpoint, it hardly matters who makes it to 
Everest's summit first. And why should it mat- 
ter so much that a Filipino climbs this moun- 
tain, when the conquest of Everest is no longer 
the breathtaking achievement it once was? In- 
deed, didn’t a blind man reach the summit а 
few years ago? 

‘The pressure to be “first” may also make the 
racers careless and cause them to overlook the 
risks and dangers involved. Given the scale of 
their ambitions, making it this year or next 
should be of little consequence. 


mixed together. At ай parts, they will use but the 
bolo and will be merciful to our compatriots, the 
native Filipino soldiers, persuading them to unite 
with us, shouting in a loud voice the words The 
Visayans and Filipinos are not enemies,’ and I am 
convinced that victory will be almost certain; on 
the contrary, if timidity should prevail, nothing 
will be accomplished; but Filipinos are far from be- 
ing of a cowardly nature when defense of their 
country is in question, especially the Visayans." 

What is shouted during battle? Textbook histo- 
1y teaches us that Andres Bonifacio's rallying cry 
was "Sugod mga kapatid!” or “Kalayaan!” Com- 
mon sense, which by the way is not common, 
should tell us that prior to or aside from these 
lofty words, Bonifacio surely shouted one of the 
most glorious words in the Filipino language that 
begins with "P" It cannot be quoted here, so fol- 
lowing Mon Tulfo's example, let's just put it down 
hereas“@#S% 78°!" 

То conclude, Aguinaldo wrote: 

“In view of his, I entertain the hope that you will 
not allow the Spanish government to continue 
there any longer, nor allow them to fortify and re- 
new their courage. I repeat, carry this out in a short 
time, and if you obey me, itis advisable that the 
110th of this month shall not go before they are pre- 
‘vented from constructing more entrenchments, as 
mentioned above. Families should not leave their 
respective houses, but dig holes where they can 
take refuge from the bullets and bury their money 
in the ground so it may not be discovered. 

"Brothers, take courage, for in 20 minutes, the. 
battle will be over and the Spaniards will have 
surrendered, if you follow the methods I have de- 
scribed above, and such others as may appear to 
you to be conducive to final success; also we shall 
probably have no casualties." 

In hindsight, we read this and realize it is easi- 
er said than done. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@atenco.edu 


SUE REGE SEN As 
Sunflowers 


"GO AND APPRECIATE OUR SUNFLOWERS.” 

"That was the way Frances Mae Ramos ended her speech, 
delivered on behalf of new graduates, during recognition 
rites of the UP College of Social Sciences and Philosophy last 
Saturday. 

1 was feeling particularly proud as the anthropology de- 
partment's chairperson because Frances Mae was graduat- 
ing with a BA in An- 
thropology, summa 
cum laude, the first. 
їп our 89-year histo- 
гу. But amid the jubi- 
lation, 1 was also 
feeling a bit of 
malaise 

‘That was the word 
used by our guest 
speaker, Juan Miguel Luz, to begin his speech. The college 
had chosen Luz as guest speaker because of his honesty and 
integrity. As education undersecretary for finance, he had re- 
fused to accept three government checks for a congressman's 
scholarship program. That did not please the gods (and god- 
desses), and last Friday, Luz resigned from the Department 
of Education. 

Luz identified eight problems that we face as a nation, and 
offered solutions for each of them. The problems he named 
were a mixed lot, ranging from the lack of a sense of shared 
history to the rigidity of religion. But inthis season of gradu- 
ations, I wanted to zero in on one of the problems he men- 
tioned: miseducation. 

Inequitable 

Luz explained what he meant by miseducation: an in- 
equitable educational system. He pointed out how for most. 
Filipino children, the only option for basic education isthe 
public school system, where they will get six years of elemen- 
tary and four years of secondary education. That 10 years is 
far from adequate, compared to most countries of the world 
where the young get at least 12 years of education. (China, 
for example, has six years of elementary education апфап- 
other six of jung xie or middle school.) DE 

‘Our private schools do offer more years of basic schooling: 
preschool and nursery and kindergarten, up to seven years of 
elementary education, four years of high school. Ies,not 
cheap to go for these alternatives; just last Sunday, I was talk- 
ing with a friend who told me she was going to shell out 
P38,000 for her daughter's preschool tuition. P 

Even the middle class will invest large amounts? for 
preschool and elementary education, hoping that their chil- 
dren will have а headstart that will get them into a govern- 
ment science high school or eventually one of the state uni- 
versities, preferably the University of the Philippines, with its 
low tuition. 

Mismatch 

This problem of inequity is amplified many times over. 
‘The poor get only a few years of basic education, and of dubi- 
cous quality at that, We produce high school graduates with 
not much more than some degree of functional literacy. They 
enter the labor force but are often underqualified for the few 
jobs that are available, so they find their way overseas where 
they will get $250 to $350 a month, not much more than 
what they would get in the Philippines if they had a bit more 
skills. 

Meanwhile, what happens to those who could afford a 
better quality of basic education? They get into UR and ifthe 
families still have money, into one of the better private 
schools, But these graduates don't necessarily have it better 
either, They're well trained, and end up, too, mismatched to 
the job market. Lam amazed at the number of jobless "com- 
puter science” graduates. Many will leave, which has led Dr. 
Sergio Cao, UP Ойтал” chancellor, to tell UP graduates last. 
week: "Wherever you go, remember that we did not teach 
you justto be exported." 

But Frances Mae gives a new twist to the problems, when 
she reminds us it's not just a matter of salaries: “I am not go- 
ing to complain about unequal opportunities, for unbe- 
knownst to some of us belonging to this college, not all social 
scientists starve. If we would be willing to sacrifice principles 
along the way, we could actually cash in on dictated research 
‘commissions from huge profiteering corporations. Or allow 
ourselves to be obscenely paid consultants to traditional 
politicians.” 

Frances Mae talked about how, as an anthropology stu- 
dent, she had gone off for fieldwork and learned to appreci- 
ate how that kind of work can help to build the nation. In her 
speech, she fretted about how our government, unableto 
recognize cultural differences, is bent on imposing “uniform 
and linear plans.” She also criticized the way these plans are 
“trapped by the standards of economically powerful states 
whose socio-political and cultural landscapes are far from 
identical to ours.” * 

But what will happen to Frances Mae and others like her? 
After the recognition ceremonies, Dr. Zosimo Lee, our dean, 
asked me if I knew of Frances Mae's plans. I said she wanted 
to do graduate work. The dean was ecstatic, but 1 was feel- 
ing, well, that malaise again, because UP really has very little 
to offer our graduate students by way of scholarships and 
grants. 

Fighting chance 

Out in the sun, after the recognition rites, I found Frances 
Mae and her family. I went to congratulate her, to encourage 
her to push through with graduate work. s 

By coincidence, our guest speaker came over as well. He 
congratulated Frances Mae, commenting how their speeches. 
had such similar themes. His advice to Frances Mae was to 
‘work before going on to graduate school. ] 

My feeling is that for someone like her, it might be possible 
to combine both options, to find some way to have her begin 
‘working in the real world, even while continuing to pick up 
skills as a social scientist. 

Itall boils down to leveling the playing field, to giving а 
fighting chance to our young. Many other countries offer 
high quality basic education and then make the stu- 
dents—rich and poor—compete for college. Just recently, 
T was talking with an Indian friend and he told me about 
an additional 2 percent income tax they're now paying-He 
‘wasn't complaining, as he explained how this added rev- 
enue was to be allocated specifically for basic educatidn, 
to include programs like nutritious meals for the stu- 
dents. З 

А fighting chance also means giving options to the oifes 
who do make it through college, whether through UP and 
other good schools, We beg them not to leave, but are we of- 
fering enough to get them to stay? As we see with Frances 
Mae, it's more than a matter of salaries. 

As I left UP last Saturday, I paused briefly to look at the 
sunflowers, as Frances Mae had suggested. UP plants them 
‘each year right before graduation, an appropriate metaphior 
for education. Like our young people, the sunflowers look 
deceptively sturdy, but they get to bloom only with intense 
nurturing: lots of sunlight, water and nutrients from the soil 
It’s hard work, but when they bloom, as our graduates do, 
the sunflowers bring such cheer and joy. 

‘The sunflowers will disappear after they bloom. Our grad. 
uates will need more nurturing so that maybe, eventually, 
they'll get it right with their children and we won't né 
more speeches about national malai А 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


А "OPINION 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2006 


Bring out Mayuga Report 


NOW THAT THE SUPREME COURT the AFR including fellow "Peemayers; 

to break from the chain of command fraud 

and withdraw their support from our 
commander in chief 

Mayuga will help put closure to the 

issue by disclosing his findings in full. 


has ruled that Executive Order 464, the 
gag order of the commander in chief, is 
unconstitutional, I hope that Vice Adm. 
Mateo Mayuga will find it in his heart 
to make public the Mayuga Report, 


election. 


fae 
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2004, I pray that > 
as a Peemayer, Mayuga will have the 


‘courage to call a spade a spade. Doing 
so may jeopardize his military career 


With or without the consent ofhissupe- Cavalier Hermogenes Esperon and but that, Ihope, will be a small price to 


riors, as a matter of duty. 
In the recent past, nothing has hurt 


an institution as much as the allega- 
tions that some of its senior officers 
helped in rigging the 2004 elections in 
Mindanao. Worse, those allegations 
have caused restiveness in the AFP 


Cavalier Gabriel Habacon must be 
cleared of the allegations if, as we 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines as hope, they are innocent, not only for 
their sake but for the sake of our com- 
mander in chief. Mayuga must say so, 
regardless of how a cynical public will 
receive his disclosure. 

On the other hand, if his investiga- 
ranks and pushed certain officers іп tion confirms their complicity in the 


pay for upholding the truth, for the 
sake of our country. 

Be not afraid, Cavalier Mat, there 
will be “solid ranks of gray” that will 
stand by you. 

PMA, Oh hail to thee! 

—COL. LEONARDO О. ODONO (Ret.), 

PMA Class of 1964, , 
Executive Heights, Parafiaque City 
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Respected, admired, credible Comelec chair 


INHIS APRIL 8 COLUMN, FORMER SUPREME 
Court Justice Isagani A. Cruz said that “the vic- 
tores of Marcos in 1965 and 1969 were 
marred by tremendous vote-buying that the 
Comelec (Commission on Elections) took no 
action to prevent and correct.” 

My late father, Juan V Borra Sr. was the 
Comelec chair from 1962 to 1968. Hence, 
there was inference that he acquiesced to the 
cheating. 

Diosdado Macapagal was president in 1965. 
My father was his campaign manager when he 
ran and was elected Vice President in 1957 and 
was elected President in 1961. In 1962, the 
President appointed my father Comelec chair. 

I very distinctly remember my father putting 
in place the reforms that would ensure clean 
and honest elections—deputizing the Philip- 
pine Constabulary and the Armed Forces of the. 
Philippines for election duty, scrapping the old 
voters registration list and setting up election. 
centers all over the country, among other 
things. Iwas a college student then. 

All those who knew my father can attest to 
his honesty and integrity. Thus, he would not 
have condoned any form of cheating. Both my 


father and Macapagal were paragons of pro- 
bity and integrity. Marcos was only the Senate 
president then, and he had no influence what- 
soever on the Comelec. In fact, when my father. 
asked his good friend “Dadong” to concede the 
elections (since Marcos had an insurmount- 
able 700,000-vote lead), the two had a falling 
out and they never reconciled until my father’s 
death in 1991 

Тапа my family agonized over Cruz's col- 
umn because I personally admire him and 
the incisiveness, truthfulness and logic of his 
observations. But since my father is no 
longer around to defend himself, 1 feel that it 
is my filial obligation—to him and to my 85- 
year-old mother—to take exception to Cruz's 
observations on the 1965 presidential elec- 
tions. 

My father was one of the most respected, 
admired and credible Comelec chairpersons. 
He earned the distinction because of his vision, 
honesty and integrity. We honestly feel that 
Cruzs observations on the 1965 presidential 
elections were an oversight on his part. 

JUAN VARGAS BORRA JR., 
jvborraGgmail.com 


‘Salvaging’ worst form of death penalty 


ON EASTER SUNDAY, GLORIA MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo thought of a perfect way to appease 
critics of her administration. She declared that. 
no more death penalty would be allowed dur- 
ing her presidency and that she would abolish 
the death penalty. But as the Inquixes editorial 
"Life after death" pointed out, the massacre of. 
activists under Ms Arroyo remains a very criti- 
cal issue. (PDI, 4/17/06) 

‘As our nation prepared to commemorate 
the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, we received another shocking piece of 
news from Agusan del Sur: Florencio Perez 
Cervantes, a 27-year-old peasant leader, had 
been shot 47 times inside his home. A Bayan 
Muna supporter, Cervantes was also known as 
a very religious man. He actively served his 
church as a member of a lay organization. We 
grieve and we cry out for justice for him and 
the hundreds of other victims who suffered 
persecution in the hands of modern-day Ro- 
man soldiers. 

We condemn in strongest terms the killing 
of Cervantes and other government critics and 
grass-roots activists. Their execution is the 
most horrendous form of death penalty. 

‘The human rights group Karapatan has doc- 
umented at least 556 civilian victims of extra- 
judicial killings under the Arroyo regime. After 
last Easter, can Ms Arroyo assure us there will 
be no more such killings? Still, Ms Arroyo and 


her allies must answer for this forth of death 
penalty imposed on leaders and members of 
people's organizations and progressive party- 
list groups. 

No one should be persecuted fr his/her po- 
litical convictions. The so-called leftists may 
not be fond of traditional religious rituals, but 
their fight for just and humane wages, genuine 
land reform and other causes clearly shows 
that their persuasions hew closely to Christ's 
injunction to serve the poor, deprived and op- 
pressed. 

Under the Arroyo regime, 13 priests, pastors 
and lay church workers have been killed be- 
cause of their involvement in social move- 
ments. How ironic that a priest, Fr. Romeo In- 
tengan, should be directly involved in labeling 
groups as “enemies of the state,” ог "commu- 
nist fronts,” thus laying down the justification 
for the government's decision to impose on 
them the extra-judicial kind of death penalty. 

In the final analysis, the high crimes of 
fraud, plunder, corruption and human rights 
abuses of the Arroyo administration are the 
main reasons why the country cannot signifi- 
cantly move on to economic progress, political 
unity and moral recovery. 

—AMIE DURAL, 

secretary general, 

Promotion of Church People’s Response, 
3/FNCCP Compound, 879 Edsa Quezon City 


‘Da Vinci Code’ no match to faith 


WHAT'S THE BIG FUSS ABOUT “THE DA VINCI 
Code"? What are Christian leaders so afraid of? 1 
have read that novel of Dan Brown and I consid- 
ег my hardbound-copy a priceless possession. 
But my faith has not been swayed at all even af- 
ter reading it for a second time. On the contrary, 
it confirmed my convictions about the matter, 
not that they were not already firm. 

The Catholic leaders, in raising arms against 
the showing and publication of “The Da Vinci 
Code," are actually doing what the book would 
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like to portray the Church has done, that is, to 
hide facts about the Christian faith, for its own 
selfish ends. 

T find no blasphemous part in the story. 
There's nothing to hide. Whether itis offensive 
to the faithful or nor, it is better to open it and 
for the readers to judge it. If one's faith is 
strong, no book or film can shake it. 

—MARITA B. BALLOGUING, 
San Fernando City, La Union, 
mbballoguing@hotmail.com 
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Farmer leader slain Bishops step up fight 


in Davao del Norte 


. е 

eran ren a В vs ‘jueteng’ alternati 
ANOTHER FARMER LEADER 
was gunned down in a public 
market in Davao del Norte 
Monday night, becoming the is 
fourth agrarian reform activist. By Christian V. Esguerra Episcopal Commission on Family and should be the vision of the govemnzt 
to be killed this month alone. Life, said that while the state-sanc- ment. I hope this is the orientation i 

Enrico Cabanit, secretary ANOTHER ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP HAS RE. tone lotery was lea we do not and direcion of ohr gere) 

eneral of the Pambansang Ы = : approve of such arrangements.” t the quality of life of the people 

Usanayan ng mga Nate % jected the government's Small Town Lottery (STL). ^ According to him, the new would be improved,” Aniceto told | 
ling Lokal na Organisasyon sa Ў z game could not offer decent jobs the Inquire here on Sunday. 
Kanayunan (Unorka) and a Bishop Socrates Villegas of people start forgetting about tothousandsofdisplacedjueteng "Our stand is that there should | 
farmer representative of the Balanga, Bataan yesterday issued their children because the money employees, breeding also the be other sources of good jobs. Al- 
National Anti-Poverty Com- a pastoral letter categorically say- that they are supposed to spend wrong value on reliance on though [STL] is legal, not all legal 
mission, died from four gun- ing that he didn’t want STL—the for food and education is ‘wasted chance than on hard work. ismoral,” he said. With a report | 
Shot wounds in the head that а. отетип арача: legalized іп gambling,” he lamented. "A life that is full, that promotes from Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen- 
practically blew offhisskull. EVANGELINE Mendoza, a Alternative to"jueteng’—to oper- “They teach laziness instead of authentic human development tral Luzon Desk: | 

кыы Dall isse teet "тенш. о diligence, they bring deceit in- 
We ue dk me cher and A "The letter, written in Filipino, steadofhonesty" 
back. She is still in critical con- дөм, Erik Reyes, prior to was to be read in all parishes dur- Villegas urged the faithful to re- © а 
M eg nds um r ing Mass and in barangays during member govemment officals re- f t l 
CirkOneofherlungshasgiven Pesca Bible services with Holy Commu- sponsible for spreading gambling in P He 
ош as of press time. announce Cabanit's killing. nion on April 29 and 30. the province in the next elections. 

"The two were buying food ^ was a retrenched worker of the "Small Town Lottery is debas- “Remember their betrayal,” he 
Be ae pane patie бежи трак io E Denese tet wo all pan он унш supposed to lead 
К ыйы two unidentified Deven and bae beeni изми сс Bataan, Vilage Ue notog this province whose people strive to 
nen ina motorcycle shot them  fammersto push for the distribution that the province was often re- beheroes. ‘They are our enemies.” 
around 6:10 p.m. ‘of Floirendo lands in Mindanao. ferred to as a “cradle of heroes.” “Let us not lose steam in stand- 

АСР. ue e estable weil наор duno Aurea tag by wat U dighe I ое ан 
DAR for his death. Itshould have Cabanitand his daughterattended ler similarly ‘condemned STL, the every obstacle to the heroism and 
fesolved the agrarian reform а dialogue between farmers and brainchild of Puerto Princesa Mayor holiness of Bataan.” 
problem in the Floirendo lands a officials of the Deparment of Edward Hagedorn, and wamed the Earlier, Archbishop Aniceto 
Jong time ago, but there was no Agrarian Reform, led by Undersec- Sovernsnent авада. introducing it said he has instructed the arch- 
political will” Unorka national retary Narciso Nieto Jr, on agrari- ‘within his pastoral jurisdiction. diocese's Social Action Center of 
Кошой member Evangeline anreíormcasesin Mindanao. Villegas expressed alarmed Pampanga (Sacop) to seek the 
Mendoza said in a press confer- — The meeting ended at 4:30 ОУ the supposed proliferation cancellation of the license ob- ена ас ad pinks uou thos 
‘ence in Quezon City yesterday. pan. with a commitment from Ni- in the province of gambling dens tained by a private company to Д9 / wit tho Design Leader and Kitchen Expart-Fotile 

Cabani, 54, known among eto that the DAR would send a iv he described as the “source on e М ч Were renin pe үтәр еей corio 
peasant organizations as “Ka Eric" of corruption in government.” iceto, chair of the Catholic Bish- — aie stl boy and acc 
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Make your mark 


At Jose Rizal University,we believe that the pillars of future, ^ at FY Landet an, Оини Oy a 42708 Fe, MS Eu котинен 
greatness rest on a good education./A ellzroünded?i, 
education that brings out talents and develops skills is the 
foundation of personal growth and social progress. 


With Level Ill (LACOMED) accreditation and inclusion in the 
CHED's elite list of Autonomous and Deregulated colleges 
and universities, Jose Rizal University is committed to 
making a quality education affordable to every student. 
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Elementary & High School Graduate School 
Enrollment Starts: May 2, 2006 Enrollment tor the tet Trimester: May 29, 2006 
Classes Begin: June 5, 2008 uno 13, 2006 
+ Mastar In Business Administration (MBA) 
Сеа Master in Business Admi 
9 Master іп Public Administration (MPA) 


Freshman Enrollment Starts: May 9, 2006 МОНЕ АЛЕК БАО OMA, 


Classes Begin: June 5, 2006 


+ Bachelor of Scienco In Accountancy (BSA) 


+ Bachelor of Commercial Science (BCS) Major In Accounting, Computer Science, 
Economies, Finance, Management, Marketing, Secretaria! Sclence 


^ Bachelor of Arts (AB) Major in Economics, English, History, Mathematics 

+ Bachelor of Secondary Education (BSEd) Major in English, History, Mathematios 
* Bachalor of Elementary Education (BEEd) 

Bachelor of Sclence In Computer Engineering (BSCpE) My > 


“Giving the best of Filipino craftsmanship” 7 
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Law School 


Enrolment Starta: May 8, 2008 We care about good education. UNION SQUARE $HOWDGDM 

Classes Begin: June 5, 2006 80 Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong City 07 Ба Ralios St, oot, T. Мого, Q.C. « Tol: 829-4410 / 828-4002 

« Bachelor ot Lawe (118) ало. 591-803130 eec бары ля. Сарын Cy Tol; ET AMT IA 
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THE 2006 YEAR-END COMMENCEMENT RITES 


UE Manta COLLEGES or Arts AND SCIENCES, | | UE CALOOCAN COLLEGES OF UE GRADUATE SCHOOL UE ELEMENTARY 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, COMPUTER STUDIES ARTS AND SCIENCES, BUSINESS AND COLLEGES OF LAW AND SECONDARY 
AND SYSTEMS, EDUCATION, AND ENGINEERING ADMINISTRATION, ENGINEERING AND DENTISTRY Laporatory SCHOOLS 
April 26, 2006, 9 a.m., Plenary Hall, AND Fine ARTS ‘April 28, 2006,3 p.m. Ар 0s сол 
Philippine International Convention Center (Pioc) | APr26 2006/2 p.m. Plenary Hall, Picc UE Theater, UE Manila Еп UG Manila 


Commencement Speaker; | Commencement Speaker: 
Commencement Speaker: Commencement Speaker: P 
Ambassador ANTONIO Chairman RIZALINO Honorable Me JESUS d 
CABANGON-CHUA S. NAVARRO DANTE O. TINGA N 
One of UE’s Most Outstanding Al One of UE's Most One of UE's Most 
Опе of UE's Most Outstanding Alumni cdm iu сни Outstanding Alumni Outstanding Alumni 
Chairman, Fortune Insurance, Eternal Former Secretary of Trade; Chairman, 


г Bade ас иси Associate Justice, Supreme President, Federation of 
and Citystate Group of Companies р! poration Court of the Philippines Philippine Industries, Inc. 


GRADUATES WITH HONORS 
Magna Cum Laude 


BABLYNEG. ЈОЅЕШТОА. CHRISTIAN M. ARNELS. NALDRING.  MA.VICTORIA G.  JORLETTL.  NERISSAT.BRUL 
LENIPIA — PHEBES.BAYER | agacon BARCELONA BELARMA BIBANGCO BSBA Banking 
D.VEGA BSBA Management, | BS Biology, BSA, . BSCS, Ў CE, Collegeof АВРойіса алд Finance, 
College of Dentistry with Honors, CAS Manila 


Engineering Science, CBA Manila 
CBA Manila 


Caloocan CAS Manila 


ЗАМОВАА. MARIAN. LUTHERC.CHONG CATHERINE, MARY GRACE nape FAYEMARNELLI — JOANNP. — CYRUSR.HORNOPAA LEAS. .LAUAN JOANNAKRISTEL 
CAMILON CARDONA МЕ, College of COOPER L.FRANCISCO ME,Colegeo! — ECE,Colegeo! C. LIGON 

BSCS, АВСоттипісаіоп Engineering- АВ Legal Manage- CA оюду, Ў BSA, Engineering- Engineering- АВ International 
coss Ans, CAS Manila Caloocan ment, CASManila CBA Caloocan CBAMania CBACaloocan Caloocan Caloocan Studies, CAS Mania 


x 3 s 
JOHN MARTIN S. 3 RAMON ROSEMARIE ARMED 


CARMENN. ARMANDO! DONABEL ^ RONEITES. JOHNMICHAEL CHARLOTTE 

LINSANGAN PRINCESS P. CHRISTOPHER . .Н. PAGHUBASAN РАМСАМ D.PUNO  TANJUATCO 5. ПРОМ D.TURLA 

AB Communication MALALUAN T. MESA Bes, , ВБА, СВА BS Math, BSBAMG, BSA, АВ Pollical BSCS, 

Ans, CAS Manila BSCS,CCSS BSCS.CCSS _ ECE, College of CAS Mania Caloocan CBAMania СВА Manlia Science, coss 
Engineering-Caloocan 


CAS Manila 


Secondary k GELLIE 
atta А. S = M. JUNIO 
Laboratory à Frith 
Соснон Salutatoran Ө н 7 Honorable Honorable 
School Valedictorian 3 I Menton i 


Menton 


Elementary 
Laboratory 
School 
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UE CALOOCAN 
105 Sanison Road, Caloocan City 
Tel. nos. 367-4787 
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Hospital closure pits Mayor Vi vs Batangas gov 


LIPA CITY-—tiPA CITY MAYOR VILMA SAN- 
tos assailed Batangas Gov. Armando Sanchez 
over is plan to close a public hospital here. 

During the weekly flag-raising ceremony, the 
movie actress-tumed-politician voiced her oppo- 
sition to the impending closure of the Lipa Dis- 
trict Hospital in Barangay Siete, which is being 
run and funded by the provincial government. 

In front of some 500 employees, Santos 
said she could not understand why the gover- 
nor pushed for the shutting down of the hos- 
pital when many residents of Lipa and nearby 
towns benefit from its services. 

She said if the financial status was the real 
problem, the city government can easily make 
adjustments to salvage the hospital from per- 
manent closure 

"If politics isthe only reason, Lam ready to fight 
them,” Santos was quoted as telling the crowd. 

City Hall employees and officials inter- 
viewed by the INQuinza said Santos’ speech 
drew loud cheers from the crowd which 
backed the mayor's stand on the issue, 

Many saw the incident as the start of a po- 
litical fallout between Santos and Sanchez, a 
well-known ally of Santos’ husband, adminis- 
tration Sen. Ralph Recto. 

Employees said Sanchez, who was identified in 
a Senate hearing as one of the biggest jueteng lords 
їп the country, might have wanted to get back at 
Santos after she reportedly showed her interest in 
running for governor in the 2007 local elections. 

Tn an interview at her office, Santos clari- 
fied that her speech was never meant to chal- 
lenge the governor to an election showdown 
or to start a political fight between them. 

She said when she said she was ready to 
fight Sanchez, it was over the hospital closure. 

<] don't have any intention to make this аз 

political issue ... When I said I'm ready to fights} 
(Sanchez), what 1 meant was I'm ready tof. 
fight for the (LDH) and let the people know- 
the real issue,” the mayor said. 
T. á Santos, however, admitted that she was 
FRIGHT OF PASSAGE nuexeaurorwsaysaureny | irked after learning from Board Member Marc. 
“The био boys being circumcised in a hospital in Dumaguete City dared not look at the operation being performed on them and did notseethesmiesonthefaces | Leviste that the original ian bem close the 
of the doctors who are performing the boys’ rite of passage. hospitalon Мауб. Marlon Ramos, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


Solon fires gun in air over disagreement on where to park plane 


By Cristina Arzadon front of the terminal building “Yes, [fired ashotin the airbut building, he said. the pilot to park in an area where the upgrading of the Laoag air- 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. where it would be convenient for only to get the attention of the pi- — "I had to signal the pilot by he was supposed to park.” port by providing funds for the 
passengers to get off fot who was maneuvering the firing a gun because he was al- Ablan said he did not intend construction of a terminal 
LAOAGCITY-ADISAGREEMENT "Reached by phone, Ablanad- plane toward an area which was ready parking in another area. to cause an incident at ће air. building annex and expansion 
AOAC Cen where a chartered mitted he was at the airport on not designated to be the parking wanted him to parknear the ter- port, referring to previous ofthe airport's runway among 
plane should park led Ilocos Norte Saturday to welcome his site," hesaid minal building so that the pas- events that prompted the Philip- others: 
Rep Roque AblanJetofirehistifle guests on board a chartered According to Ablan, an airport sengers would not have to walk pine Airlines to cancel its fights | PAL abandoned the Laoag- 
in the ай, causing astiramong ре. flight. ground marshal started to signal far. It was nearly noon and the to Laoag. Manila-Laoag route in February 
жопе Gf he Laoag International He aid the guests, who includ- that the plane was supposed to sun's heat was punishing,” he “I am the least person to be and blamed the supposed ha- 
Airport ed a Russian ambassador and а park in front of the airport's ter- said. making incidents like these.  rassment that PAL personnel ex- 
Witnesses, who spoke on con- civil aviation executive, came minal building. “| did not fire at the aircraft. 1 merely wanted to get the pilot's perienced on a supposed argu- 
dition of anonymity, said Ablan fom Metro Manila and were in Ви thepilot apparently missed fred in the air and toward the attention,” hesaid. ment with former Laoag Mayor 
Was allegedly furious that the Laoag purportedly to attend thesignal and instead went to an sea. I did not intend to causea Ablan, through his congres. Roger Fariñas over a boarding 
plane was not allowed to parikin Ablan’s birthday celebration. area farther from the terminal commotion except that I wanted sional budget, has facilitated pass. i 


Survivors of Japanese sex slave camp 
in world war get help from SC chief | 


By Tonette Orejas broke their silence over the abuse, letter, they agreed, would be sent 
PDI Central Luzon Desk the 72-year-old Vinuya said. to Ms Arroyo: : 
‘The old women also informed — Vinuya told reporters that the 
CANDABA, PAMPANGA—SUR- Panganiban of their pending case Jast time they sought the help of 
vivos of а mass rape here by before the Department of Justice, Ms Arroyo was in 1997 when she: 
‘Japanese soldiers in 1944 grabbed since 2004. They said they want- was still a senator. She said they 
the chance on Sunday toseekhelp ed the DOJ to declare the Nov. 23, remained hopeful that “she would 
from Chief Justice Artemio Pa- 1944 mass rape, the mass killing really act on our behalf this time.” 
nganiban, anativeofthistown, — ofmenandboyseswellasthepil Олу 62 of them are still alive, 
‘all dressed in yellow baro't saya, lage in their village, Mapanique, half of whom have been weak- 
the old women quietly approached as war crimes. ened by age and ailments. Atleast 
the countrys top magistrate short- Without commenting on thein- 28 have died in the last 10 years. 
ly after the Candaba government cident or on the DOJ action, Pa- Japanese activists have pushed 
honored him in a tribute. nganiban clarified he has no juris- the sex slavery victims reparation 
Panganiban did not tum them diction over the DOJ, an office un- bill with 81 Japanese legislators 
away invitingallthe 20membersof der President Macapagal-Arroyo, filing on March 29, according to', 
their group, the Malaya Lola (Free He advised them to instead write the Pagkakaisa ng Kababaihan , 
Grandmother) to join him in the ал appeal to the President through (Kaisa-Ka), which has been help-; 
feast laid out for his homecoming. her special assistant, lawyer Carlos ing the old women obtain justice, 
‘At the informal meeting, their de Leon, and through her secretary, Ол the campaign of American ac- 
spokesperson Isabelita Vinuya lawyer Erlinda de Leon. The hus- tiit United States legislators ac- : 
told him oftheir group's “difficult band and wife were present in the cepted on April 4 House Resolution 
quest for justice.” tribute and in the feast. «Мо, 759 that expressed their senti- ^ 
"The formal apology and repara- Mayor Jerry Pelayo arranged a тел: that the Japanese government ~ 
renzavonwrorpeoro tion from the Japanese government meeting. A few minutes later, Er- "should formally acknowledge and 
LUCIA Misa, 76, cries as she remembers how she suffered inthe hands ofapanesesoldiersin World War have not come since they began linda de Leon was seen talking accept responsibilty for s serual 
Il ina recent rally of Japanese war crime victims in front of the Japanese Embassy in Pasay City. seeking these in 1996 when they with the Malaya Lola leaders. A, ; enslavement of young women." 


DOT questions Korean road work in Pinatubo — syjes of scooters up 


By Tonette Orejas volcano that Jast erupted in June said when reached through his — Catacutan said he and other local , 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 1991. The company also offer mobile phone. officials initiated the road project to 
LAT DIE Cc AS SAS Prices rise 

CITY OP SAN FERNANDO—A  Aetasand the DOT began in 1994. of Tiotuico's complaint, said he Не said PDCDC did not need a 
Department of Tourism official Іп а phone interview, Tiotuico would coordinate with Tourism DENR permit because what was VIGAN CITY—BECAUSE OF 
оп Monday has denounced a Ko- said he learned of the new trail Secretary Joseph Ace Durano to rehabilitated wasan old road built surging oil prices, Filipinos are 
rean company that he claimed only through the Sta. Juliana answer the allegations. bythe United States Air Force that turning to motorcycles and 
carved a 20-km road leading to. tourism council. Park threatened to close shop maintained a radar and training scooters for transport, " 
the crater of Mt. Pinatubo, а "Iwouldnothavealloweditifl because of Tiotuico's non-eooper- station at Crow Valley. Francis Rivera, president of 
World Tourism Organization-rec- had learned of this project from ation. "We just removed big boulders ^ rhe National Federation of Mo- 
ognized site, without a permit the start," he said, "T cannot understand him, He and [some] trees in the path. The ^ (orcycle Clubs of the Philip- 
from any government agency, ‘Aside from not coordinating with was not helping us," he said. soil is stable,” Catacutan said. pines (NFMCP), said about 

In a travel advisory posted on the DOT, the company did not ob- Francisco Villena Jr, thecompa- Тһе mayor said local NCIP rep- 50,000 motorcycles and scoot- 
Monday Ronaldo Tioruico, DOT tain an environmental compliance пуз operations chief, said the та] resentatives and the heirs of Don ^ er; are being bought every 
Central Luzon director, said his of- certificate (ЕСС) from the Depart- merely revived an old logging road Antonio Aquino, among them for- month, 
fice has "vigorously registered its ment of Environment and Natural in the area. Villena confirmed the mer vice presidential candidate He said close to 3.5 million 
strong and unequivocal objection” Resources or a free and prior in- “minimal side-cutting” of hills to Hermie Aquino, gave consent tO Filipinos own motorcycles or 
tothe road project by the PDC De- formed consent certificate (FPIC) restore the road but denied that the project, The Aquinos own the scooters compared to only 11, dures and accidents occur, he 
velopment Corp. (PDCDC). The бот the National Commission on е entire stretch or any portion of land traversed by the project. million four years ago. He said said. 4 
road runs from Capas, Tarlac, to Indigenous Peoples, Tiotuico said. — itwasconcreted or bulldozed, ‘The Philippine Air Force, which роз preferred motorey- — A 2004 Asian Development 
Botolan, Zambales, Gris Park, PDCDC president, According to Villena, this route has jurisdiction over the area, has cles and scooters because these Bank study showed motorcy- 

"The firm was the first private said the project was approved by allows tourists to reach the crater been consulted, Catacutan said, fare more economical, lists account for almost 10 
company to have invested in the Mayor Reynaldo Catacutan and in just 30 or 40 minutes. Незаій Tourism-related activities, he The problem, however is percent of all fatal and serious 
area, running the Mt. Pinatubo the Capas town council, the regular route via the O'Don- said, have helped the Aetas and up- that some new motorcyclists road accidents. Frank Cimacu, 
Spa Town in Barangay Sta. Ju- “We built the road to provide nell River in Crow Valley takes land farmers in Capas cope with the do not follow safety proce- PDINorthern Luson Bureau 
liana, the nearest gateway to the development in the area,” Park about seven hours to hurdle, effects of Mt. Plnatubo's eruption, 
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Rice festival forges peace in Kalinga 


By Ikin Salvador 
«Contributor 


HE PEOPLE OF 
Tinglayan town in 
Kalinga have main- 
tained traditional farm- 
-ing despite the popular 
vuse of fertilizer and mod- 
„ern techniques of agricul- 
„ture in the Cordillera. 
. Through traditional farm- 
ing, they nurture the “unoy,” an 
upland red rice variety indige- 
nous to the province and or- 
,ganically grown in the town's 
payeo (terraces). 
4’ Last week, Tinglayan staged 
nan unoy festival to highlight 
‘the rituals performed in the 
growing, harvesting and 
«milling of the rice variety and 
"the customs associated with it. 
Mayor Johnny Maymaya said 
Win Tinglayan, rice symbolizes 
life and unity. 

“Nabaknang iti bagas, simbo- 
lo iti panagbiag, ken simbolo ti 
panagkakaisa (Rice is abun- 
dant in Tinglayan. It is the sym- 
bol of life and a symbol for uni- 
t)" he said. 

Aside from an agricultural 
feast, the celebration was a 
thanksgiving to  Kabunian 
(50) for a bountiful harvest. 

“It is surprising that the peo- 
ple here never experience the 
uat or extreme hunger, despite 
he small plots owned by tradi- 
tional farmers in raising unoy 
‘compared to [people in] other 
provinces that have [several] s 
hectares of land for planting 
їтїсеє but who go hungry,” said 

> Maximo Garning, 54. 


Fertility 
The traditional farming of 
unoy produced the same vol- 
ces 


KUYKUYKUY, a tug of war and indigenous game in Kalinga is usually seen or performed during the harvest season. 


ume of rice through time. It al- 
so sustained the fertility of the 
1 through natural irrigation 
and ingrained the value of con- 
serving 
among the people. 

Maymaya said the festival al- 
so became a venue for coopera- 
tion and unity among the dif- 
ferent groups in Tinglayan and 
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Bataan communi 


By Tonette Orejas 
Bagac, Bataan 


3 IFE IS THE GIFT THAT 
endangered marine tur- 
tles get from a 500-meter 

long cove in theremote town of 
Bagac, Bataan, off the South 
China Sea. 

Uniquely, too, it is business that is at 
the forefront of local conservation and 
rescue tasks in the town. 

‘Quietly and with remarkable results, 
the Montemar Beach Club Inc. released 
1,394 baby turtles during the 2004- 
2005 nesting season and another 4,586 
as of Jan. 26 this year, hatchery records 
verified by the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources showed. 

Jso in the last three years, records 
showed that Montemar nurtured to 
good health 15 Olive Ridleys (Lepi- 
dochelys olivacea), four Green Turtles 
(Chelonia mydas) and a Hawksbill Tur- 
tle (Eretmochelys imbricata) that fisher- 
men in Bagac rescued at sea or found 
entangled in their nets. 

‘These migratory species were tagged 
with metal bands and then released to 
the South China Sea, 

When the Inguiren visited Bagac on 
April В, two young Hawksbill turtles 
‘were swimming at the pond of the com- 
panys “pawikan sanctuary” fronting 
the cove 

“They're still too small (40 centime- 
ters in shell size) to be tagged,” said 
Victoria Gonzales, Montemar presi- 
dent. 


Turtle’s presence 

Sometime in February 2003, Mon- 
temar director Francisco Garcia and 
several lifeguards noticed -hatchlings 
crawling on the sand, said company fi- 
nance officer Zenaida Ragel. 

Dan Torres and Renato Cruz of the 
DENR' Protected Areas and Wildlife 
Bureau, who were called in to assess 
the discovery, confirmed that the re- 
sort's cove in Sitio Pasinay at Barangay 
Pag-asa is a nesting site for various 
species of turtles, 

Ragel, who also works with the Com- 
$ munity and Environment Management 
| Initiative, a nongovernment organiza- 
1 stion in Bagac, said more turtles could 
| , have been returning because at their 20 
| ог 30-year maturing cycle, they were 
35 ready to hatch eggs at the exact site 
Ў where they were born. 

Rogelio Trinidad, deputy director of 


RESIDENTS of Bagac, Bataan release turtles caught in the waters off the town at th 
residents have joined hands to save and nurture the gentle sea creatures in the town’s beaches, 


the DENR’s Protected Areas, Wildlife, 
Coastal Zones and Marine Services in 
Central Luzon, said mature turtles re- 
turned to where they were born be- 
cause as hatchlings, they registered the. 
magnetic fields of sand where they first 
crawled to Ше. 

"The conversion of these coastal ar- 
eas into residential estates and resorts 
disorient marine turtles and have 
caused a marked decline in the number 
of marine turtles returning to nest," 
Trinidad said. 

Montemar, according to Gonzales, 
did not want to displace the turtles now 
reclaiming their nesting places at the 


central Cordillera. 


health officer, said he had wit- 
nessed how people from differ- 
ent warring groups hacked 
each other in the past. 


and have realized that tribal 


sak the image of the 


“war zone” of tribal good,” Cruzsaid. 


Cruz, Tinglayan 
digenous 


the elders. 
“Mayat 


now have changed 


conflicts do not bring them any 


‘Twenty villages participated 
in the lalagsak (cultural pre- 
sentations) that featured in- 
dances, 
{ugayam and ullalim), music, 
storytelling and prayers from 


daytoy 


kadagiti dumadakkel 


chants 
34. 


tapno 


maipakita да йау aramid 
(Occa- 
sions like these are good so we 
could show the customs of the 
past to the younger genera- 
tion),” said Ligaya Agalang, 


The festival featured 
ab'afa or indigenous games 
such as manchiot (log split- 


ting), sang-sangkor (arm 
wresting), kuykuykuy (tug of 
war) and manfayo (palay 
pounding). A trade exhibition 
of indigenous crafts and agri- 
cultural products was also 
held. 

The search for "Mr. and Ms 
Unoy" featured the traditional 
costumes of the Kalinga and an 
innovation of the native attire 
today. 

The search's talent portion 
showed the ug-ugma (tradi- 
tional practices) performed by 
the Kalinga elders like the 
chanting of the mandadawak 
(healer), pattong (gong play- 
ing), ullalim and ugayam, and 
playing of the nose flute, 
among other things. 

A participant voiced the 
pride of the Kalinga when he 
shouted: “Haan yon chau liflifa- 
tan nan uchali (We should not 
forget the traditional practices 
of ourelders).” 


Natural attractions 

Apart from its rich culture 
and tradition, Tinglayan boasts 
of natural attractions for visi- 
tors. 

The town's tourism code, 
said tourism officer Noel 
Macaiba, promotes eco- 
tourism. 

Among the town’s attrac- 
tions are the “Sleeping Beauty” 
mountain, a favorite destina- 
ion of climbers; kayaking at 
the 14-km stretch of the Chico 
River from Bugnay to Ambato; 
and trekking to Palang-ah wa- 
terfalls and Aatongan hot 
springs. 

Festival organizers and local 
officials have also encouraged 
a home stay program for visi- 
tors so they can experience vil- 
lage life and Kalinga hospitali- 
p 


the 


ties help give life to turtles 


cove. 

‘The company, she said, realized that 
the work needed to also involve the 
communities because the lifeguards, 
who are residents in the area, reported 
that the trade of turtle eggs thrived in 
nearby communities. 

A similar project in Barangay Nag- 
balayong in Morong town, which the 
Philippine Rural Reconstruction Move- 
ment began seven years ago, proved to 
bean inspiration that the work could be 
done, said former Bataan Vice Gov. Ro- 
gelio Roque, a Montemar director. 

A similar effort by the Environment 
Protection of Asia is ongoing in San An- 


е Montemar Beach. Resort officials and 


JOEGANELICONTREUTOR 


tonio, Zambales. 

Gonzales said the company was con- 
fident that it could embark on the pro- 
ject. By then, it had turned itself around 
from a rundown resort after years of 
neglect, Mt. Pinatubo's eruptions in 
1991 and a labor dispute later. 


Communities 

The company then asked Torres, 
Cruz, DENR personnel and Bagac May- 
or Armando Ramos to help in the infor- 
mation campaigns and conservation 
workshops for the coastal residents. 

For the 25th anniversary of the com- 
pany in 2005, Gonzales suggested that 


instead of partying, they would save 
the money to build the sanctuary. 

The 7 meter by 5 meter shelter, en- 
closed by nets and built away from the 
busy, noisy part of the 11-hectare re- 
sort, is where the eggs are transferred, 
re-buried and protected during the a 
45-day hatching period. The eggs are 
laid between October and February. 

“We released them (hatchlings) 
within 24 hours because the longer you 
put them in captivity, the more [they 
will) lose their sense of survival,” Gon- 
zales said. 

“I did not know this was going to suc- 
ceed. But on the first year 1 was very 
happy. Poachers from (the village of] 
Saysayin began to bring some of the 
eggs to us. They were beginning to be. 
consciously aware [of the need to pro- 
tect the turtles]," she said. 

Not all the eggs were turned im, 
though. The illegal trade went on 
where a piece fetches P8-P15 due to 
their supposed medicinal or aphrodisi- 
ac benefits 


Alternative livelihood 

Gonzales understood that the trade 
was due to “kahirapan ng buhay" 
(poverty) and to be able to put an end 
to this, there should be some alterna- 
tive livelihood to wean them away from. 
selling the eggs. Half of the problem is 
on the consumers’ side, she said. 

She said to help the conservation 
project, she has convinced former 
beauty queen Margie Moran, one of the 
producers of the play “We're Still Hot!” 
to make ће play's April 28 run a benefit 
show for the pawikan project. 

This is the first time that Gonzales, 
an urbanite most of her life, has been so 
passionate about nature. 

"My satisfaction comes from the 
knowledge that we're helping preserve 
endangered species, contributing to ef 
forts not to see them obliterated from 
the face of the earth,” she said. 

Then, too, the smiles on children’s 
faces during their visits to the sanctu 
ary or during events when the turtles 
are released to the sea are reasons tv 


get the work рой. 


"Turtles bring happiness to the chil 
dren. Tuwang-tuwang sila (They're are 
elated by it),” she said. 

Aside from having a sense of involv 
ing people, Gonzales has taken her ad 
vocacy to the Bagac-Morong Beach Re 
sorts Association, The 22 resort owner» 

re now working to turn Bataan the 
‘pawikan coastline of Central Luzon.” 


es PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2006 Across the N ATION d LASS] 


Benguet burial sites 
sacred, visitors told 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—THE For the rest of 2005 and this 
provinces mountains and burial year, figures are still not avail- 
grounds have always been open able. But Prudencio said field re- 
for tourism, but officials are re- ports had been encouraging, par- 
minding visitors and climbers to ticularly when the province 
avoid activities that could dese- staged the “Adivay” last year. 
crate the sites. Adivay is a festival of customs 

“Most of the sites are located in and products that featured pho- 
indigenous parks or communities tographs of previously unseen 
where customary laws are ob- sites in Benguet. 
served. Visitors are thus asked to The province has 107 existing, 
behave properly" said Clarita emerging and potential tourist and 
Prudencio, provincial tourism op- development areas that can boost 
erations officer. its bid to become a major tourist 

"This summer, trekkers and destination in Northem Luzon, 
mountaineers continue to ex- Prudencio said 
plore the provinces popular The sites include previously un- 
dimbing destinations—Mt. Pu- seen waterfalls, rice terraces, hot 
lag, the country’s second highest springs, and panoramic moun- 
peak, in Kabayan town; Mt. Ugo  taintops. 
in Кооп; Mt. Takadang in Kibun- Вис for the provinces four major 
зап; and Mt. Kabunian in Bakun. пбез— Баю, Kankanaey lkarao 

Kabayan is the most popular and Kalanguya—the mountains are 
among visitors because of mum- inhabited by gods who must not be 
mies preserved in its Бина] саме. disturbed, Prudencio said. 

Benguet is now determinedto “Visitors and mountain 
push its natural and cultural climbers must not disturb their 
Wealth for tourism to fill in the peace by bringing in liquor, party- 
losses being experienced by its ing, creating much noise or blar- 
two major industries, mining and ing sounds, and trying to take as 
agriculture, Prudencio said. souvenirs bones and relics they 
D > Local records showed that the тау find at the sites," she said. 
—-< province had hosted a growing In places where thereis angilin 
PARKING AREA tconconniproincenemuzonsueas | number of tourist ar- (period of abstinence), visiting 
"Calesas, or horse drawn carriages that used to be the main mode of transportation in the country before the advent of motorized rivals—34,071 in 2003, 39,445 couples are advised not to mate, 
vehicles, use a spot near the St. Paul Metropolitan Cathedral in Vigan City as a parking area. in 2004 and 35,073 from January shesaid. Delmar Carifio, PDI 

to June 2005. Northern Luzon Bureau 


GMA advises Panay execs to focus on tourism 


By Jo Martinez-Clemente Ms Arroyo said she wanted sands and dear waters, ош: — What completes the formula sold in tourist shops in Bora- nology for Western Visayas, said 
PDI Visayas Bureau Panay to become another Bali, а weighs the region's agricultural із the "warm and friendly peo- сау. the financial assistance was in- 
Pu о eco met destination Ynceme,Ms Arroyo said economic ple" of Antique, the President — Muscovado, better know as tended for the installation of 
PANDAN, ANTIQUE—STRESSING in Indonesia. development plans for the region added. the "healthy sugar,” is pro- cooling and settling tanks in the 
йш dhe’ “unifying economy of Bali became thetourismcenter should be directed toward To show how othereconomic duced without chemicals and traditional setup of the muscova- 
Panay Island is tourism,” President of Indonesia because the eco- tourism as Panay’s unifying econ- sectors can align their plans through centuries-old process- do mills. 
Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday nomic plans of the island were оту. with tourism, Ms Arroyo dis- es. The President also turned 
urged local and national officials to redirected to tourism, she said. "he expansion of the Boracay tributed checks worth P85,000 Antique is traditionally over to the Northern Antique 
Woe ре Panay island Develop. She said she would ask for- Masterplan to cover Panay, ac- each to the first eight of 114 known as the country’s "Museo. Ріст Hospital ап ambu- 
тебо фе Рату аата ото?" mer tourism secretary Mina cordingtoMsArroyo,isnoweasi- muscovado millers here sothey vado Capital.” Export de lance as well as 25 education 
ert Pan ал Gent also urged Gabor, who is in charge of the er than before as the necessary сап upgrade their facilities and mands, however, could not be vouchers, to the Department of 
н: Intonation. IrC-WB Boracay master plan, road networks have been com- churn out export quality or sed- sustained because millers need Education here 50 that stu- 
al Financial Corp., which is to include the entire Panay as pleted and the nautical highway, iment-free muscovado. to upgrade their muscovado dents who cannot be accom- 
funding the Boracay Master- an expansion area of Boracay. through the roll on-roll off trans- She said local products of mills to produce sediment-free modated in the public high 
plan, to include the entire Since income from Boracay port system, has been developed Panay, such as muscovado, sugar schools of Antique can enroll 
„Panay Island, especially the the country’s top tourist destina- and made the northem Panay should replace Indonesian. Zilla Teruel, director of the іп private schools with govern- 
‘horthern towns of Antique. tion because ofits powdery white towns accessible. made goods that are being DepartmentofScienceandTech- ment subsidy. 


RounpuP 800 Negros health workers start getting hazard pay 


Vice mayor held DUMAGUETECITY—THEMORE ^ She added that other bene- dry allowance and P1,500 to the provinces health work- 
BAYOMBONG, Nueva Vi " than 800 health workers in Ne- fits provided for in RA 7305, monthly subsistence ers. Romy Amarado, PDI 
Seca Baraat of puedes ug gros Oriental have started receiv- such as the P150 monthly laun- lowance, had long been given Visayas Bureau 


their much- 
arrested Vice Mayor Jerry Pasigian of ns. 
Afonso Castañeda town on Saturday BW awaited hazard pay 
foralegedy stealing the car of Mayor yee retroactive January 
ltredo Castillo Jr. Pasigian was at- = Integrated provin- 
ending a wedding wth his family z- cial health officer Ely 
Wien NBI agents astm based 22е 048 Villapando said that 
‘nthe complaint of Cast, The may- Kan the health workers 
or accused Pasiglan of stealing his recived their haz 
Mitsubishi Pajero on Apr 13 while it alent to > 
e аш Pagan owes dent ate Wala Mal ofthe 25 per | БОТО ОМ ОСА MINIMUM PRICE 
Office here, denied the allegation. He said Castillo ent his carto himin Novem- cent of their basic е 
ber lst yer. Ben Moses Ebreo, PDI Northern Luzon Витези Doy 
SE Under Republic 
2 soldiers killed ‘Act No. 7305, or the 
LEGAZPLCITY wo soldiers were kiled and an unidentified person was wound- Magna Carta of Pub- 
‘ed during a clash between 15 New People's Army rebels and government soldiers lic Health Workers, 
at Sitio Magcasili, Barangay Mauraro in Guinobatan, Albay on Sunday. Killed were government health 
Privates First Class Jayson Labarbio and Allan Solomon. The gunfight lasted for workers are entitled 
about 10 minutes. The rebels withdrew toward Sitio Libas, Barangay Maguironin to а hazard pay 
the same town. Ephraim Aguile, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau which is 25 percent 
i of their basic salary, 
Truck kills man а ам 
LEGAZPI CITY—A truck sideswiped a man along the main highway at about gered basis, starting 
moon on Sunday at Barangay Loba-loba, Libmanan, Camarines Sur. The vic- at 5 percent in 1999, 
tim, a certain Tobias Estrada, 52, of the same place, was killed instantly. The 10 percent in 2000, 
diver Jose Rey Maternal, В now in police custody. Ephraim Aguilar, PDI 15 percent in 2001, 
Southern Luzon Bureau 20 percent in 2002 


il and 25 percent by 
24 colleges to hike fees 2003 end onwards 
LEGAZPI CITY- The Commission on Higher Education has approved in- Provincial budget 
creases in tuition in 24 private colleges Їп Bicol this coming school year. The 


officer Marichu 
increases range from 8 percent to 25 percent, or an average of 14 percent — Apuerto said that 


тшшен ET S pru None among the sie мына and ool- z л 
ре ЫДЫ атн : AUCTION DATES: 
ts Maren 3 to make dutaon more accessibla toa reste number 


ot Filipinos. for the health work- A P R | 
Ephraim Aguilar, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau rS. атага pay from 7 1 L 


January to June. 
Gang head's aide slain EST ы =, 26, 27, & 28, 2006 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—An aide of Pentagon kidnap gan leader Tahir Known. RGN e 
Monto was kiled in а scuffle witha policeman on Wednesday. Chet Supt. Browinelal Бан 
Danilo Mangla, Cental Mindanao ple chief, Mindong Latip, alas Com- mear would give the 
Tanger Tumindig. ей to escape Wednesday dawn while under custody. He full amount of haz- 
said Latip grabbed the firearm of the policeman guarding him, but the latter ard pay to the 
resisted. The tearm "accidently went off," resulting In the death of Lap. health personnel 

Latip, who carried a bounty of P175,000, arrested during a гай in Tacurong ‘The workers were 
City on Monday. Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau at first unhappy 


ч that they were not 
Fire truck rams mayor’s SUV getting their pay 


BACOLOD CITY— Cadiz City Mayor B pe 

but Villapando said 
Salvador Escalante Jr. was hurt re- а) outers co paci- 
cently when his sports ult vehicle кс чексе 
Was rammed by а fira truck that was E cea) beste 
responding to an alarm here. Mayor e eese eo 
Escalante was brought to the Ba- ment was trying its 
‘colod Adventurist Hospltal with a % best to give them 
broken left leg. His father Salvador xo the benefits. м 
Sr. and wife Mariel suffered minor 55 ы» sewed .JMITSUBISHI TOURIST BUS| TOYOTA PRAD Bmw S28 
Кышкы aee pidas V^ eben sem |BLDG.1455 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, TEL. NOS: (047) 252-1129 7 252-1155 TO 58 
Pel bot wes ae dM due; tx sore T d sec o the зз | SUBIC BAY FRET ORT EAD RES оар CEL NOS: (0917) 7262824 * (0917) 8388094 
According to af investigator Roy Bala em азат ПА тыйу of funds, but | FAX NO.:(047) 252-5569 E-MAIL: uasubicOual Qotdns com | RSS ана uasuble.gotdns.com 
Jaana Streets would be given prior- 

Carla Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau icy. 
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from fries, 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


WHAT CAN A QUARTER POUNDER THAT 
goes with fries and a huge glass of regular soft 
drink do to your health? 

‘To be sure, this common fast food combina- 
tion will jack up your daily calories. And if 
luck abandons you, you'll probably end up а 
hypertensive. 

Lesson is: If your food won't do you any 
good, it should at least be honest with you. 

This is part of the advocacy of a coalition of 
government and private agencies promoting 
healthy lifestyle among Filipinos. 

‘The goal of the Philippine Coalition for the 
Prevention and Control of Non-Communica- 
ble Diseases is that, in two to three years, 
restaurants would start declaring the nutri- 
tional content of their menu. 

Te also wants food products sold in restau- 
rants—burgers, fries, salads, and iced tea, for 
instance—to pass a set of standards for a 
healthy diet. 


Things to avoid 

‘These two strategies would allow cus- 
tomers to be better informed about the food 
they eat and give them good choices in the 
process, according to Frances Cuevas, pro- 
gram officer of the Department of Health's 
Degenerative Disease Office. 

The DOH is part of the 39-member coali- 
tion that also includes the Food and Nutrition 
Research Institute, National Institute of 
Health Philippines, Philippine Association for 
the Study of Overweight and Obesity, and 
other local health societies. 

"We are not the adversaries here," Cuevas 
told reporters after a press conference in Que- 
zon City yesterday. “We just want to promote 
a healthy lifestyle for everybody.” 


Express food 

She said the group was planning to come 
up with a certification program covering food 
products sold in restaurants. Products con- 
taining, say, a sticker from the coalition would 
alert consumers that they had passed screen- 
ing and were a better choice than others. 

Since last year, she said the coalition has 
been encouraging Filipinos to be conscious of 
their health, primarily by avoiding three basic 
risk factors—smoking, sedentary lifestyle, 
and unhealthy diet. 

In its newsletter, the group noted that 19.6 
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burgers 


percent of Filipino adults are overweight and 
4,3 percent are obese, with 22.5 percent of 
the population afflicted with hypertension, 
3.4 percent with diabetes, and 8.5 percent 
with high cholesterol levels. 

Fast foods restaurants, which are heavily 
patronized by the public, are a key player in 
the campaign. The DOH earlier released a re- 
port showing that Filipinos today are more in- 
clined to eat in these “express restaurants" 
than at home. 

The coalition has been encouraging fast 
foods chains to re-evaluate their menu and 
provide more healthy choices. 

The effects of the campaign are seen in 
restaurants now offering more salads and 
vegetables. Wendy's, for instance, has made 
available low-sugar iced tea and low-calorie 
mayonnaise, according to Dr. John Julliard 
Go of the World Health Organization. 


Food options 

The coalition has also targeted beverage 
companies, encouraging them to provide 
more alternatives to regular soft drinks. 

А recent study in the Philippines by Ger- 
man nutritionist Alexandra showed that “soft 
drinks cause overweight and obesity” the 
group said in its newsletter. 

“Consumers should be provided nutrition in- 
formation and a wider range of healthier bev- 
erage and food options,” the study suggested. 


Alternative products 
Cuevas noted that soft drinks companies 
are now producing alternatives like bottled 
‘water, juices, and even no-sugar beverages. 
"The things that we're seeing now is part of 
the manifestation of the collaboration we 
have with these companies,” she said. 


RP tourism big victim 
of tsunami, ignorance 


‘THE PHILIPPINES, SINGAPORE AND JAPAN 
escaped the 2004 tsunamis which devastated 
much of Asia but some potential travelers believe 
otherwise, a survey released Tuesday found. 

The poll of thousands of respondents 
across 10 global markets found that an aver- 
age of 18 percent said several destinations 
untouched by the tragedy were still "severely 
or somewhat affected.” AC Nielsen conducted 
the survey in March for Visa International and 
the Bangkok-based Pacific Asia Travel Associ- 
ation (Pata) 

"The most common “false positive’ was the 
Philippines-—identified by 50 percent of re- 
spondents as being affected,” the survey said. 

‘Singapore, Vietnam, Japan, Hong Kong, 
China and South Korea were also falsely iden- 
tified as being hit by the December 2004 dis- 
aster, the results showed. 
| The tsunamis killed more than 220,000 

people in the region, mostly in Indonesia but 


With BDO Shop 


with significant casualties also in Sri Lanka, 
India and Thailand. 

“Travelers perceptions do not always re- 
flect the reality of a situation, and ignorance 
is costing the industry billions,” said Paul 
Dowling, Visa Asia Pacific's executive vice- 
president for corporate relations. 

“Better consumer education would make a 
big difference, bringing billions of extra 
tourism dollars, particularly by the high- 
spending travelers, into Asia.” The survey 
found one in five respondents was similarly 
misinformed about where "terrorism" has oc- 
curred in the region, and about one-third did 
not know which areas have been affected by 
bird flu. 

Survey interviews were conducted online 
‘with 5,601 potential travelers from Australia, 
Canada, China, France, Germany, Japan, 
South Korea, Sweden, the United Kingdom 
and the United States. AFP 
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STL franchise holder 


seeks TRO vs QC mayor 


THE HOLDER OF THE SMALL TOWN 
Lottery franchise in Quezon City yester- 
day asked the court to junk the cease- 
and-desist order issued by Mayor Feli- 
ciano Belmonte Jr. which bars the com- 
pany from operating the numbers game. 
inthe city 

In a petition filed before Judge 
Bernelito Fernandez of the QC Regional 
Trial Court Branch 97, Benchmark Ac- 
quisition International Corp. asked the 


GAMEhadno permit to operate ramon 


1 


es 


in damages- 


court to issue a temporary restraining 
order against Belmonte, business per- 
mit and licensing office chief Pacifico 
Maghacot Jr. and city police chief Nicas- 
io Radovan Jt. 

The company also sought P11 mil- 
lion in damages, representing the losses 
it reportedly incurred as a result of Bel- 
monte's order. Benchmark argued that 
the mayor lacked jurisdiction since the 
company was authorized by the PCSO 
to operate the STLin the city. 

Policemen raided the Benchmark of- 


i 

^ BELMONTE: Í 
oS $ Noton my turfs 
z тоотой 


fice at Prima Building on East Avenué 
last March 25 and three other outlet 
after Belmonte ordered all STL operas 
tions in the city stopped. H 

"The police also arrested several emt 
ployees of the company, along with offi 
cials of Benchmark and the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office. 

Belmonte had said the STL should 
only be test run in cities where it was 
welcome. Benchmark also failed to get 
a permit, a requirement met by PCSO 
businesses in the city, he added. 


Man shot dead after row over illegal electrical connection 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
A MAN WAS SHOT DEAD IN TONDO, 


to Mercado, 37, of 227 Area B, Gate 10, 
Parola Compound. 
The suspect, Bong Cueto, who es- 


Section, Mercado had been shot four electrical connection. 
times. Enraged, Mercado reportedly chased 
Investigators said that on Sunday Willy witha knife. 


saw the suspect walk up to Mercado and 
shoot him in the alley behind his house. 
The suspect then ran off. 


Manila, last Monday after he reprimand- 
ed another man who tried to tap his elec- 
trical connection. 

Police identified the vietim as Rizali- 


caped after the incident, lived in Area B, 

Gate 8 in the same compound. 
‘According to SPO1 Dennis Javier of 

the Manila Police District Homicide 


morning, Mercado had a heated argu- — Willy however, escaped and reported 
ment with the suspects alleged accom- the incident to the suspect, police said. 

plice identified only as Willy as thelat- Тһе following day, Marlene Usman, 
Тег was caughttrying to install anillegal the victim's cousin, told the police she 


Police recovered an empty cartridge 
of a caliber .38 revolver and another 
bulletatthecrimescene. With Erika 
Sauler, trainee 


BPI Family Savings Bank is the leader in housing loans 

because we have helped build more homes for more Filipinos than any other bank. 
With our low interest rates, wide branch network, fast turn-around time 

BPI Family Savings Bank is the bank you can trust to build your dream house today! 
And for your peace of mind, we even have a FIXED interest rate of 11.5% for 6 to 12 years. 
Why even consider any other bank? 


and expertise in consumer financing, 


For more information call 845-6888, 754-6369, 754-6917, log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 
or visit any BPI or BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 


Provincial Business Center numbers: Pampanga (045) 860-3014 * Dagupan (075) 515-6250 + San Pablo (049) 562-3711 « Lipa (043) 757-1000 * 
Naga (054) 811-1042 * Cebu (032 415-7600 « lolo (033) 337-4458 * Bacolod (34) 433-4326 » Cagayan de Oro (008) 645-5465 * Davao (82) 235-3558 
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BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 


Get started on tomorrow. 


1 used to think the ads were pure gimmickry, until I tried it. 


Now my full tank lasts one more day. 
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QC jobs fair set 


ОМ MAY 1, Labor Day, employment op- 
portunities await Quezon City residents 
їп а "mega job fair" sponsored by the De- 
partment of Labor and Employment. Job 
seekers may drop off their resumes atthe 
booths to be set up by 100 local firms 
and 50 overseas recruitment agencies 
from 8 a.m. to 5 a.m. at the City Hall's 
Risen Garden. A preemployment docu- 
ment processing service will also be 
available to applicants. Quezon City May- 
or Feliciano Belmonte Jr. urged residents 
to take advantage of the program, saying 
the job fair could help improve the em- 
ployment rate. 

DJ Yap 


Ban on cops at ports 
METRO Manila po- 
fice chet Vidal 
Querol has banned 
all policemen in the 
metropolis from the 
city's seaports unless 
they have a written 
order from the 
Philippine Ports Au- 

thority. Chief Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil of the 

Northern Police District yesterday said that 

Querol issued the order after receiving com- 

plaints from traders, forwarders and legiti- 

hate truckers about the alleged involvement 
of policemen in hijacking activities. The 
complaints were raised during the anti- 
hijacking meeting between police officiais 
and trucking firm owners held recent. he 
added. 

Nancy C. Carvajal 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


A MAN WHO WAS ARRESTED FOR A 
petty crime in Pasay City turned out to be 
wanted for more serious offenses in 
Barangas. 

Pasay policemen arrested Ronald Lon- 
toc on Monday night after Lalaine 
Bautista sued him for estafa over a cellu- 
lar phone. 

However, an informant said that Lon- 
toc was also wanted for stealing a jeep- 
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ney and frustrated homicide in Lobo, 
Batangas, Chief Insp. Simon Gonzales, 
chief of the city’s Criminal Investigation 
Division, told the Inquinen yesterday. 

Gonzales said they verified the infor- 
mation with Lobo policemen and arrest- 
ed later three other men believed to have 
acted as Lontocs accomplices in the 
jeepney theft case. 

The police officer identified the three 
as Victor Hernandez, Nestor Olanio and 
Renato Quiral. 


‘The suspects are now detained at the 
Pasay detention cell. 

Based on initial investigation, Lontoc 
and another suspect identified only as 
alias “Batang,” stole a jeepney from gun- 
point in Batangas last month. The two 
shot and wounded the driver and a boy, 
Gonzales said. 

Lontoc reportedly sold the jeep for 
P50,000 to Hernandez who, in turn, 
brought the jeep to Olanio, a machinist 
in Cavite. 


Pasig City cites 17 environment-friendly 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


ATER CLOSING DOWN A CHOCOLATE 
factory for alleged violation of antipollu- 
tion regulations, the Pasig City Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources recently 
handed out the "Gawad Kalikasan ng 
Pasig” award to 17 environment-friendly 
firms. 

Сепо chief Raquel Naciongayo told 
the INqUIRER that this only showed that 
they also recognize responsible compa- 
nies in the city. 

The 17 firms were cited last week “for 
demonstrating an exemplary achieve- 


ment in recycling, waste reduction, 
cleaner technologies and for implement- 
ing appropriate environmental manage- 
ment systems.” 

‘Two of the 17 companies were given 
the “Most Improved” award after they 
were able to comply with environmental 
requirements after receiving a warning 
from the Cenro. 

‘The Cenro closed down last week the 
chocolate factory of Universal Robina 
Corp. in Barangay Bagong Ilog after re- 
ceiving complaints from residents about 
the “unbearable” stench emitted by the 
plant. 


3-day fiesta opens April 27 at CCP complex 


By Tina G. Santos 


‘ALIWAN FIESTA 2006, WHICH BRINGS 
together all the country's grandest festi 
vals, from Baguio in the north to down 
south in Maguindanao, will feature 
street dancers, craftsmen and musi- 
cians—all decked out in colorful cos- 
tumes—vying for the P1 million grand 
prize in the street dance and float com- 
petitions. 

Organized by the Manila Broadcasting 
Company, in partnership with the cities of 
Manila and Pasay and the Cultural Center 
‘of the Philippines, ће Aliwan grand fiesta 
will be held from April 27 to 29. 

It will feature the most popular fiestas 


from all over the country such as the Na- 
tional Capital Region's Marikina Festival; 
the Cordillera Autonomous Region's 
Panagbenga Festival (Baguio City); Re- 
gion Ts Pamulinawen Festival (Laoag 
City); Region I's Sabutan Festival; Region 
I's Kasilonawan Obando Fertility Ritual 
(Bulacan); Region IV's Sumakah Festival 
(Antipolo); Region Vis Himag-Ulaw 
(Placer, Masbate); Region VI's Dinagyang 
Festival (Iloilo City); Region VIT's Sinulog 
Festival (Cebu City); Region VII's Padul- 
Ong Festival (Borongan, Eastern Samar); 
Region IX's Pasalamat Festival (Pagadian 
Ciy); and the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao's Padang-Padang Festi- 
val (Parang, Maguindanao). 


Ten Recomm! 


The Philippines Premiere Award in recognizing the achi 


азчы, organized by: 


(GEN TOR. 
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KUNG KAYO AY KABILANG SA GRUPO NG 
NA GUMAGAWA NG MGA SIMPLE 
SA INYONG PAARALAN AT KOMUNIDAD, SUMALI NA 


Over 4,500 participants will join the 
grand parade, set on April 29, the last 
day of the festival. 


Closed to traffic 

The southbound lane of Roxas Boule- 
ward from Vito Cruz to Kalaw will be 
closed to traffic from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. for 
the parade which will feature floats and 
street dancers. 

‘Another highlight of the festival is the 
Reyna ng Aliwan beauty pageant set on 
April 28, 6:30 p.m. at the CCP complex. 
The 19 contestants vying for the title 
paid a courtesy call on Manila Mayor Lito 
Atienza yesterday morning. 

Other attractions of the three-day af- 


Naciongayo said 12 more chemical, 
food and textile factories are being moni- 
tored for possible violation of environ- 
mental ordinances. 

There are 579 registered big scale 
manufacturing plants in Pasig City. 

The environment-friendly companies 
cited by Cenro and Pasig City Mayor Vi- 
cente Eusebio were Lunar Steel (steel 
manufacturing category); AB Foods and 
Beverages Phils. (food manufacturing 
category); The Alexandra Condominium 
(residential condominium); The New 
Medical City (hospital category); MGM 
‘Chemical Industry (small scale manufac- 


fair are a fireworks display, a trade 
bazaar showcasing the products and 
culinary delights of participating re- 
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Philippine Council of. 
Young Poitical Leaders 


Awards 
Foundation 


MGA KABATAANG MAY EDAD NA 15-30 
AT MAKABULUHANG PROYEKTO 


SA TAYO 


Spinning entries will receive P50,000 and specially hand-crafted trophies 
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“Pasay cops nab 4 jeep theft suspects 


Estafa case led probers to quartet’s trail in Southern Luzon 


по! 

“Olanio was said to be yay pd 
brought to his shop in Cavite,” seid GPP- 
males. qu Эрт, 

He added that Olanio was now being 
investigated for his possible involvement 
in previous car theft cases in Мето Mapi- 
Ja. Quiral was allegedly’ Olanio's hele, 

Lontoc will also be charged with yi0- 
lating the Anti-Fencing Law and [Wo 
counts of frustrated murder in the Pasay 
City prosecutor’ office. : 


companies 


turing); Jade Palace (restaurant catego- 
ту); KSquare Petroleum (gasoline sta- 
tion); White Marketing and Develop- 
ment (motel/lodge); Discovery Suites 
(hotel category); R&A Junkshop (junk 
shop category). 

Special awards were also given to 
Aquino Dy (metal recycling); Asahi Glass 
(glass recycling); Kilus Foundation Mul- 
tipurpose Cooperative (doy-pack recy- 
cling); Tiendesitas (ecological destina- 
tion) and IPM Development Corp. 

On the other hand, Global Food Facto- 
ry and G&S Packaging were cited for be- 
ing the most improved companies. 


gions, and a three-night concert featur- 
ing top entertainers, bands and celebri- 
ties. 
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ents of outstanding youth groups 


presented by: 


Depariment of Social 
Welfare & Development 
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REQUIREMENTS 


SEARCH CRITERIA 


Orga, cubs, societies or coundls should sub ive (5) copies of the Following 
© An accomplished Entry Form 
eA one-page certification attesting to the existence 
and veracity of the information submitted 
- for In-School Youth Organizations, a certification 
from the Office of Student Affairs 
= for Community-based, Out-of-Schoo! or Working 
Youth Organizations, а certification from 
the LGUlbarangay or govt agency 
© A one-page short profile of the organization featuring 
a brief description, Its nature and background, 
p= and track record 
OA three-page profile of the Project Entry, featuring 
a brief but descriptive account or narrative that 
will ilustrate the program/project, 
©3-page project documentation (photos, testimonies of 
partners or beneficiaries, certificates, eta) 


+ Organizations ssl bu judged on tha baska of a recent program or projet thst made sn inpact 
nthe commty and ich best elata tha forts of yung people ss partnera rati bid, 

* Acontoung project entry (or ona that started in 2005) most either be competed, 
жатар portion most hava baen undartatn by tha dedi. 

L Ragetretion а tha HYCe Youth Ориат Registration торат (YOR) is mandatory, 
agitation papers y a adbeitted together th th prj etr. 


as 

* IMPACT of the Project Entry to the communty 5. 
(improvement їп literacy, sanitation, health, Income, #0. 

* SOCIAL MOBILIZATION (Involvement of the community, 
especialy the youth In planning, iy lementing and 3 
evaluating the program or ma] | 

* INNOVATIVENESS (introductlon/application of new technologies, 
uniqueness of services or products, promotion of unique 
or indigenous ways or materials) 

© SUSTAINABILITY AND PROBABILITY OF DUPLICATION 


JOINING 19 NOW EASIER | 
You may get your entry forms and also submit them at the 
NYC central and area offices and Coca-cola reglonal plants. 


For more info, check out 
www tayoawards.org, Huwyouthnet.ph 
а or text 0917-898-TAYO 
1 You may also get In touch with the TAYO Secretariat 


b at (02) 7814406, 781-2828 or 78-1671 
EF clo the National Youth Commiselon 
4/F Bookman Building, $73 Quezon Avenue, Quezon City 
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ic К TbeW ORLD à 
Iran threatens to hide its nuclear program 


‘TEHRAN—IRAN SAID TUESDAY 
it will halt relations with the UN 
atomic watchdog if sanctions are 
imposed because of its suspect 
да P die and vowed а mili- 

tack would merely send its 
altivities underground. 

‘The Islamic regime's national 
peg eodd larijani also re- 
БШШ 15906 ‘out using oil as a 
ieri the worsening interna- 
ЧЫ #апдой, warning of "impor- 
tit insequences" for energy sup- 
plies if Iran was subjected to “radi- 
dal leasures." “Ifyou decide to use 
sanctions against us, our relations 
with the agency will be suspend- 
ed," Larijani said of the Intera- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency. 

The IAEA has been investigating 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2006 


Iran for more than three years, and 
any cut in ties would spell an end 
to international inspections and 
monitoring of nuclear facilities in- 
side the Islamic republic. 

The warning, made at a confer- 
ence on nuclear energy in Tehran, 
came ahead of Fridays deadline 
set by the UN Security Council for 
Iran to freeze ultra-sensitive urani- 
um enrichment work. 

ran says it only wants to enrich 
to make reactor fuel for power 
plants, but the process can be ex- 
tended to make weapons. 

The country’s refusal to comply 
with the Security Council de- 
mandas well as its promise to 
expand enrichment work to reach 
an industrial-scale capaci- 


ty—leaves it exposed to the danger 
Of UN sanctions. . 

The United States has also not 
ruled out military action. 

"Military action against Iran will 
not lead to the closure of the pro- 
gramme,” Larijani said. “И you 
take harsh measures, we will hide 
this programme. Then you cannot 
solve the nuclear issue. 

“You may inflict а loss on us but 
you will lose also," he warned. 

Tran is the world’s fourth largest 
crude producer and the second- 
biggest in the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(Opec). Tensions over the coun- 
trys muclear drive have already 
helped push crude prices to record 
highs. 


US seeks 
death for 
Moussaoui 


ALEXANDRIA, VA—A US JURY 
began deliberating Zacarias 
Moussaoui’s fate on Monday after 
prosecutors requested the death 
penalty for the Sept. 11 conspira- 
tor and the defense implored ju- 
rors to send him to prison for life 
so he would not become a martyr. 

The jury did not reach a verdict 
after three hours of deliberations 
and were to return on Tuesday. 

The only US case related to the 
deadly hijacked airliner attacks 
‘went to the jury after District Judge 
Leonie Brinkema gave them rough- 
уу ап hour of instructions. 

In closing arguments, Assistant 
US Attorney David Raskin asked 
the jury to decide to execute Mous- 
saoui, who said he would have par- 
ticipated in the Sept. 11 attacks if 
һе had not been arrested the previ- 
ous month оп immigration 
charges. 

“Let me be blunt, ladies and gen- 
emen," said Raskin. 

“There is no place on this good 
Earth for Zacarias Moussaoui.” But 
one of the court-appointed defense 
lawyers, Gerald Zerkin, urged the 
jury to instead make a decision that 
“requires some courage” and sen- 
tence Moussaoui to life in prison. 

“Не wants you to sentence him 
to death. He came to America to 
die in jihad and you are his la 
chance, Zerkin said. "He clearly 
sees that as his last way to martyr- 
dom.” The jury will just decide the 
sentence since Moussaoui has 
pleaded guilty to six conspiracy 
‘counts relating the Sept. 11 plot. 

Moussaoui, 37, sat in the court- 
room staring at the 12-member ju- 
ry during most of closing proceed- 
ings. But as he left for a morning 
break, Moussaoui said, “You'll nev- 
er get me, America. Never ever" 
After the jury left to begin deliber- 
ating, Brinkema lauded the attor- 
neys and noted that the defense 
lawyers—with whom Moussaoui 
will not speak—had an “impossible 
client." "There never has been a de- 
fendant as difficult as this one,” 
said Brinkema. 

Prosecutors earlier dismissed 
defense claims that Moussaoui was 
mentally ill and that he sought 
martyrdom. 

Raskin said Moussaoui was 
“elated that al-Qaida murdered 
2,972 innocent people on Sept 
117 “Enough is enough,” Raskin 
said. “It is time to put an end to his 
hatred and venom. Iris time to sen- 
tence Zacarias “Moussaoui to 
death." The panel of nine men and 
three women must be unanimous 
in order to sentence Moussaoui to 
death. The same jury already de- 
cided Moussaoui was eligible for 
the death penalty. 

Zerkin said the US government. 
was offering up Moussaoui as a 
“sacrificial lamb.” "The govern- 
ment opts for retribution against 
the only person it has brought to 
trial in relation to 9/11," the 
lawyer said in describing Mous- 
saoui as an inept al-Qaida opera 
tive. Reuters 


Thousands gather in Poland to remember Holocaust victims 


KRAKOW, POLAND—THOUSANDS ОЕ 


“tran will not start a crisis," Lari- 
jani told reporters when asked if 
the country would use its vast oil 
reserves as a weapon in the dis- 
pute. 

“But if we are subjected to radi- 
cal measures, that will automati- 
cally have important consequences 
for oil," he added. 

larjenis barrage of threats 
come the day after hardline Presi- 
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad also 
wamed that Iran could quit the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, but 
nonetheless confidently dismissed 
any threat of sanctions or even a 
US attack. 

At the United Nations in New 
York, US ambassador John Bolton 
said the Security Council was to 


consider a draft resolution that 
‘would legally require Iran to com- 
ply with demands that it freeze all 
uranium enrichment activities. 

“Our expectation would be that 
assuming no change of direction 
by Iran and theres no reason to 
think there will be a change of di- 
rection, we'll look at a ‘Chapter 7 
resolution to make mandatory all 
the existing IAEA resolutions,” he 
said. 

Chapter 7 of the UN Charter, 
‘which is invoked in case of threats 
to international peace and security 
сап open the door to sanctions or 
even military action. 

Iran's war of words with Israel 
also worsened, with the Jewish 
state's former premier Shimon 


Peres comparing Ahmadinejad to 
Adolf Hitler 

“This isthe first man since Hitler 
to stand up and say that the Jewish 
people must be exterminated,” the 
Nobel peace prize winner said as 
the Jewish state observed a day of 
remembrance for vietims of the 
Nazi genocide. 

‘Ahmadinejad, who has dis- 
missed the Holocaust as a “myth”, 
had on Monday asserted that the 
"fake" Jewish state "cannot sur- 
vive" and called on immigrants to 
the country to go back to where 
they came from. 

China meanwhile insisted the 
nuclear issue could still be resolved 
through negotiations, and called 
on ali sides to show flexibility. AFP 


Abbas tells Hamas: I can 
dissolve gov’t if I want to 


ANKARA—PALESTINIAN PRESI- 
dent Mahmoud Abbas sent a 
sharp reminder to Hamas on 
Monday he had the power to dis- 
solve the new government, but 
said he did not want to do so and 
would give the group more time 
to embrace peacemaking. 

"Hamas has to change some of 
its political attitudes. Lees wait a 
while and see if it will change,” 
‘Abbas told Turkish CNN. 

Shunned by the United States 
and the European Union for refus- 
ing to renounce violence and ac- 
cept the pursuit of peace with Is- 
rael, the HamasJed Palestinian 
Authority has been struggling for 
nearly a month to secure funds to 
pay overdue salaries to 165,000 
government workers. 

Palestinian Prime Minister 1s- 
mail Haniyeh, speaking in Gaza, 
said funds collected by the Arab 

е in Cairo now totaled 
“maybe” $90 million and that dis- 
cussions were under way to bring 
that money quickly into the Au- 
thority. 

Fearing US sanctions, many 
banks are refusing to handle any 
of the government's funds, and it 
remains to be seen whether any of 
the promised aid will make it 
through. 

“Hamas is still acting as if it 
were in opposition, not in govern- 


Sa Se GE ly took office,” Nazal, who lives in 
exile in Damascus, told Reuters. 

‘Abbas, leader of the more mod- 
erate faction Fatah, last week ve- 
toed Hamas's nomination of a 
Gaza Strip militant to a senior se- 
curity post, prompting violent 
street confrontations and height- 
ening fears of a possible Palestini- 
ancivil war 

Atop aide said Abbas was seek- 
ing funds from the European 
Union to expand his own presi- 
dential guard by up to 40 percent, 

‘The expansion would be part of 
a broader aid package, estimated 
by some Western diplomats at 
nearly $55 million, aimed at keep- 
ing Abbass office running and 
shoring up the institutions he still 
oversees, from border security to 
Palestinian television, 

Haniyeh urged members of his 
Hamas movement and Abbas's Fa- 
tah to show restraint following 
two days of clashes that wounded 
about 30 people. 

“[ appeal to all our people to re- 
tum to calm and order," Haniyeh 
said after visiting the Health Min- 
isry building in Gaza where 
Hamas and Fatah gunmen clashed 
оп Sunday. 

Sporadic protests have broken 
ош over unpaid March salaries, 
but some officials said it could get 
much worse. Reuters 
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The economy fare of the 
future: SRO seats only 


THE AIRLINES HAVE COME UP That such things are even being 
witha newanswertoanold ques- considered is a result of several fac- 
Чоп: How many passengers can tors High fuel costs, for example, 
be squeezed into economy class? ате making it difficult for carriers to 
Aot more, it tums out, especially tum a profit. The new seat technolo- 
if an idea stil in the early stage gy alone, when used to add more 
should catch on: standing-room-on- places for passengers, can add mil- 
Y "seats" ions in additional annual revenue. 
Airbus has been quietly pitching The new designs also reduce a seats 
the standing-roomonly option to weight by up to 15 pounds, helping 
‘Asian carriers, though mone has to hold down fuel consumption. А 
agreed to it yet. Passengers in the typical seat in economy class now 
standing section would be propped weighs 74 to 82 pounds. 
againsta padded backboard, held in Буеп as the airlines are trimming 
place with a hamess, according to е size of the seatbacks in coach, 
expers who have seen a proposal. they are installing seats as thick and 
‘But even shortofthat option, car- heavy as ever in first and business 
riers have been slipping another  dass—and going to great lengths to 
row or two of seats into coach by ex- promote them. That is because each 
ploiting stronger, lighter materials passenger in such a seat can gener- 
developed by seat manufacturers ate several times the revenue of a 
that allow for slimmer seatbacks. coach traveler 
‘The thinner seats theoretically could Асе front of the cabin, the em- 
be used to give passengers more phasis is on comfort and amenities 
legroom but, in practice, the airlines like sophisticated entertainment 
have been Keeping the amount of systems. Some of the new seats 
space between rows the same to ас. even feature in-seat electronic mas- 
commodate additional rows. The sagem. And, of course, the airlines 
result is an additional six seats on a have installed lje-flat seats for their 
typical Boeing 737 fora otal of156, premium passengers on intema- 
and as many as 12 new seats on ational routes. New York Times News 
Boeing 757 for a total of 200. Service 
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ment. It has to face realities, thas 
tobe incontact with Israel to meet 
the daily needs of the Palestinian 
people,” Abbas said in remarks 
translated from English into Turk- 
ish, 

"The constitution gives me the 
right to dismiss the government 
but I do not want to use this pow- 
ex” said Abbas, visiting Turkey at 
the start of a European fundrais- 
ing tour 

Mohammad Nazal, a Hamas 
politburo member, said Abbas 
wanted the Palestinian govern- 
mentto fail. 

“This is an attempt to blackmail 
Hamas to change its political posi- 
tion. Instead of calming media at- 
tacks, he is bizarrely talking about 
failure of a government that bare- 


5 killed in Afghan plane crash 


LASHKAR GAH, AFGHANISTAN—A PLANE 
carrying US drug enforcement officials 
slammed into tents and mud-brick houses af- 
ter dodging a truck on a runway, killing two 
Ukrainian crew members on board and three 
people on the ground, officials said Tuesday. 

At least 13 people were injured, including 
several Americans, when the Russian-made, 
twin-engine An-32 aircraft plowed into a nomad 
settlement while landing at an airport in Lashkar 
Gab in southern Afghanistan. The plane had to 
maneuver to avoid a truck that crossed the run- 
way officials said. 

“Two of the four Ukrainian crew members, in- 
duding the pilot, were killed, US Embassy 
spokesperson Lou Fintor said, while eight of the 
13 passengers—11 Americans and two people 
whose nationalities were not specified—suf- 
fered minor injuries. 

Canadian military spokesperson Maj. Quentin 
Innis said three Afghans on the ground were also 
kiled and five people unaccounted for. 

‘Two of the Afghans were nomad girls, aged 2 
and 3, who were crushed to death in their mud 
brick homes as they slept, their mothers said. At 
east five other people were injured. 

“We were siting eating our lunch when I 
heard a loud noise, and then tuned to see a big 
plane sliding along the ground from the airstrip 
before it smashed into our homes," said Lal Bibi, 
40, whose 2-year-old daughter, Palwasha, was 
killed. 

The casualty count could have been higher if 
the settiement’s men had not left earlier to work 
ata farm picking opium poppies, Bibi said. 

The plane was leased by the State Depart- 
ment and carried a team from the Bureau of In- 
temational Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af- 
fairs, Innis said. The bureau has been helping 
‘Afghan authorities conduct opium eradication 
campaigns across southern Afghanistan. АР 


A US soldier (left) and Afghan policemen inspect the 
site where a plane crashed while landing in Lashkargah, 
southern Afghanistan, April 24. т 


cannot be erased and should not be forgotten. former Israel prime minister Shimon Peres, а 


BULLDOG BEAUTY 
Hannah sits on the throne after being crowned the winner of the 
27th annual Drake Most Beautiful Bulldog Contest, April 24, in 


Des Moines, lowa. м 


mostly young people gathered in southern 
Poland Tuesday for an annual march through 
the killing fields of the Nazi German 
Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp to remem- 
ber victims of the Holocaust. 

‘Among those taking part in the three-kilome- 
ter March of the Living—from the red-brick bar- 
racks of Auschwitz to the infamous, purpose- 
built gas chambers in Birkenau where atleast 1.1 
million people perished as Nazi Germany tried to 
‘wipe out Europe's Jews—were around 5,000 Is- 
raelis, a member of a delegation from Israel's ed- 
ation ministry told AFP 

"The Holocaust is part of our history, which 


‘We are here to see how to take the March of the 
Living into the future and ensure that the mes- 
sage it carries continues,” one of the Israeli ofi- 
cials, who asked not to be named for security 
reasons, said in Krakow on the eve of the event. 

She raised the fear that, as survivors of 
Auschwitz Birkenau, many of whom are now in 
their 80s, die off, the stark message carried in the 
now silent ruins of the camp might lose some of 
its impact. 

"tis a real fear of mine, something that wor- 
ries me,” she said. 

Among those attending the annual tribute to 
the Holocaust’ estimated six million victims was 


winner of the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize and num- 
ber two in Israeli prime minister-designate Ehud 
Olmert's Kadima party. 

The march wends its way from the haunting 
“Arbeit macht Frei" (Work Brings Freedom) sign 
atthe entrance of the Auschwitz camp, along the 
streets of the southem Polish town of Oswiecim, 
to the nibble of two of Birkenau's gas chambers. 
‘The idea of staging the march germinated some 
20 years ago, to try to dim the voices of negation- 
ists who deny the Holocaust ever happened, 

Originally open only to Jews, people of all 
faiths were invited to take part in the march in 
the 1990s, AFP 
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Egypt resort suici 


EGYPT—THREE 
nearly simultaneous bomb- 
ings hit this Egyptian beach 
resort popular with foreign- 
ers, killing at least 23 people 
on streets filled with vaca- 
tioners and Egyptians enjoy- 
ing a long weekend marking 


anational holiday. 

‘The early evening bombings in the Sinai 
seaside city of Dahab blew out ‘storefronts 
along a crowded promenade of shops, 
restaurants and bars. Hours after the 
bombings, shards of glass lay in piles along 
with white tiles stained with bloody foot- 
prints. One bomb exploded outside a jew- 
elry store called Mona Lisa, knocking out 
letters from the sign. 

Interior Minister Habib el-Adly said 
those killed included 20 Egyptians and 
three foreigners. Sixty-two people were 
wounded. 

The explosions came a day after Osama 
bin Laden issued a call to arms to Muslims 
to support al-Qaida in fighting what he 
calls a war against Islam. 

The bombings—the third terror strike 
on a Sinai resort in less than two 
years—hit Dahab at 7:15 p.m. when the 
Streets were jammed with tourists 
strolling, shopping or looking for a restau- 
rant or bar for evening festivities by the 


EGYPTIAN pol 


survey the scene April 25 at the 


site of one of three explosions which took place 
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EGYPT BOMBS 


Three explosions that killed at 
Зза 23 people and injured at 
леза 60 in the Sinai resort о! 

Dahad were probably trom time 
Bombs planted on the ground. 
security officers said on Tuesday 
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last night in Egypt's Red Sea tourist resort of 
Dahab. Suicide bombers killed 23 people 
including foreigners and wounded scores more 
when they blew themselves up during a peak 


tranquil waters of the Gulf of Aqaba. 
Hotels and guesthouses were filed with 

foreigners and with Egyptians celebrating 

the long Coptic Christian Easter weekend 


that coincided this year with Shem al-Nes- 
sim, the ancient holiday marking the first 
day of spring. 

‘The attacks came a day before Sinai Lib- 
eration Day, a national holiday marking 
the return of the peninsula to Egypt from 
Israel as a result of the 1979 peace treaty 

For years, Dahab was a popular, low- 

- key haven-for-young, Western and Israeli 
backpackers drawn by prime scuba diving 

„and cheap hotels, which mainly consisted 
ОЁ Huts set üj along the beach. In recent 
years, a number of more upscale hotels 
have been built, including a five-star 
Hilton resort, 

‘At least three Israelis were hurt in the 
attack, which sent a steady stream of cars 
back to Israel some 100 km to the north. 
Israeli authorities said 1,800 of their citi- 
zens were in the Sinai at the time of the 
blasts, However, there were far fewer Is- 
raelis vacationing in Sinai than during last 
week's Passover holiday. 


Israe’s ambassador in Cairo, Shalom 
Cohen, said the Israeli government had 
warned repeatedly against visiting the. 
Sinai, 

“Unfortunately, the wamings came 
true," he told Israels Channel 10 TV 

President Hosni Mubarak, whose econ- 
omy is heavily dependent on tourism, 
called the blasts a “sinful terrorist action. 

President George W. Bush also con- 
demned the attacks. 

“Today we saw again that the terror- 
ists are willing to try to define the 
world the way they want to see it,” 


, holiday season, officials said today. 


Га 


PHOTO at left shows the А! Capone Restaurant a 
` day before suicide bombers blew themselves up, 


tearing the place part. 


Bush said in Las Vegas. = 

The Interior Ministry said the wounded 
included 42.Egyptians, and 17 foreign- 
ers—including three Americafis—while” 
police put the number of wounded at 
more than 150, The diserepancy could not 
be immediately be explained. 

Police said one Russian and one Swiss 
were among the dead; el-Adly would not 
confirm those nationalities. 

Terrorist attacks have killed nearly 100 
people at several tourist resorts in the 
Sinai Peninsula in the past two years. 

Bombings in the resorts of Taba and Ras 


r 


Shitan, near the Israeli border, killed 34 
people in October 2004. Suicide attackers 
in July in the resort of Sharm el-Sheik 
Killed at least 64 people, mainly tourists. 

‘The Egyptian government has said the 
militants who carried out the bombings 
were locals without international connec- 
tions, but other security agencies have 
said they suspect al-Qaida. 

In Washington, a US counterterrorism 
official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity in compliance with office poli- 
cy, said it was unclear who was behind 
Monday's attack. AP 


World leaders condemn triple bomb attacks 


LAS VEGAS—WORLD LEADERS UNIT- 
ed to roundly condemn Monday's deadly 
triple bomb attack in the Egyptian Red Sea 
resort of Dahab, with US President George 
W. Bush branding it a “heinous act.” 

“Today we saw again that the terrorists 
are willing to try to define the world the way 
they want to see it," Bush said. "I strongly 
condemn the killings that took place, the in- 
mocent lives lost in Egypt," he said. 

“I assure the enemy this: we will stay 
оп the offense, we will not waiver, we 
will not tire, we will bring them to justice 
for the sake of justice and humanity,” 
Bush said at a fündraiser for a congres- 
sional candidate in Las Vegas. 

His Secretary of State Condoleezza 


Rice said Washington‘has been in contact 
with the Egyptian government "to ex- 
tend our condolences and to offer what- 
ever assistance they may need”, “We will 
support our Egyptian friends in their 
commitment to fight terror and to bring 
to justice those responsible for this 
crime," Rice said ina statement. 

At least three foreigners—a Swiss, a 
Russian and a German beby—were 
among 23 people killed in the third 
deadly bombings in resorts in the Sinai 
peninsula in just 18 months. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
vowed that “the perpetrators of these 
heinous acts of terrorism will be tracked 
down and punished.” 


EFFICIENT ENGINE 


This illustration shows an artist's Impression of a black hole 
engine. Black holes are the most fuel-efficient engines in the 
universe, researchers sald. Ifa car could use this kind of engine, it 
could theoretically go about 1.6 billion km on 4.5 liters of gas, 
sald Steve Allen of Stanford University in California. 


lence. 


seres 


Maliki told CNN television heal- 
ing the divisions wracking postwar 
Traq was his biggest job as its first 
permanent premier. * 

"The main challenge that I see is 
the existence ofa tom relationship in 
the Iragi community with all he sec- 
tarian and ethnic backgrounds," said 
the tough-talking Shiite politician. 

“So I have to work first on uniting 
all of these elements together and 
work on a national reconciliation on 
the basis of national dialogue and 
common interests” 

"The 32 bodies were found in two 
places, Interior Ministry sources 
said. All the victims were from the 
rebel stronghold of Ramadi, 110 km 
west of the capital 

‘Two car bombs near Baghdad's 
Mustansiriya University killed at 


No one immediately claimed credit for 
the blasts in a market and busy restau- 
rant area, which came one day after a 
new audiotape of al-Qaida leader Osama 
bin Laden surfaced accusing the "cru- 
забез” of the West of waging war 
against Islam. 

In July last year, about 70 people were 
killed in multiple attacks on Sharm el- 
Sheikh at the tip ofthe Sinai and at least 34 
lost their lives in bombings in Taba near 
the border with Israel in October 2004, 

British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw 
described the bombings as “appalling”, 
targeting as they did a popular holiday 
resort on an Egyptian public holiday. 

“Once again terrorists have demon- 


7 car bomb explosions roc 


BAGHDAD—THE BODIES OF 32 
security force recruits were found 
in Baghdad on Monday and a 
wave of car bombs hit the city 
while Iraq's prime minister-desig- 
nate vowed to unite all ethnic and 
sectarian groups. 

Jawad al-Maliki is working on 
choosing a cabinet, which will share 
power among Shiite Muslims, Sun- 
ni Arabs and Kurds in a bid to end a 
Sunni insurgency and sectarian vio- 


and wounded 25. 


der Saddam. 


Maliki has four weeks to choose a 
new cabinet and forma government 
of national unity, widely seen as the 
only way to halt the sectarian vio- 


lence. 


fied by parliament. 


businessman. 


least five people and wounded 25, 
officials said. A car bomb near the 
Health Ministry killed three people 


Four other bombings in the ety 
‘wounded at least 27 people. 
Guerrillas attacked а police sta- 
tion near Saddam Hussein's home 
town of Tikrit, killing four police- 
теп. Rebels draw support from the 
‘Sunni minority once dominant un- 


"The cabinet and Malikds own ap- 
pointment, made by President Jalal 
‘Talabani on Saturday, must be rati- 


Akey test of his ability to lead and 
to unite wil be his choice of interior 
minister, perhaps the most sensitive 
post given the brutal past many 
Tragis endured under Saddam's rule 
and a present racked by relentless 
instability and violence. 

"We want nothing but security 
and a safe community in which we 
can live and raise our children safe- 
ly" said Wael Khamis, a 44-year-old 


“all we have now is a hope and a 


strated their callous disregard for human 
life," he said. 

His Canadian counterpart Peter MacK- 
ay said in statement, “Canada strongly 
condemns this terrorist act, and we are 
profoundly troubled by such events.” Al- 
though the details are still unfolding, this 
is clearly an act directed against inno- 
cent civilians," he added. "The perpetra- 
tors must be found and brought to Jus- 
tice.” MacKay said, "Canadians аге 
deeply saddened by the loss of life 
caused” the blasts. “We offer our heart- 
felt condolences to Egypt and to all other 
countries affected by this tragedy. Our 
thoughts are with the victims and their 
families.” AFP 


сш Iraq's problems. 


‘Tehran. 


ег, 


in Baghdad on Sunday. 


dream of a better Ме, The coming 
government is our last chance. My 
wish is to take my family on a car 
ride without fear” With Maliki in the 
process of forming a coalition and 
ending four months of politcal 
paralysis, Shite neighbor tran said 
there was no longer any need for 
talks with the United States to dis- 


“By God's will we think that right 
now, because of the presence of a 
permanent goverment of Iraq, 
there is no need,” President Mah- 
moud Ahmadinejad old reponersin 


During the impasse among Iraqi 
leaders over the shape of a new gov- 
emment that followed December 
elections, Iran and the United States 
had agreed to discuss how to stabi- 


‘But while the political deadlock 
appears to be over, the bloodshed 


goeson. 

Yarub Yassin, 22, was due have 
married this week but was one of 
seven people killed in a rocket attack 


He was buried on Monday with 
his body wrapped in the thin mat- 
tress and covers he had bought for 
his wedding night. The homs and 
drums that were to have celebrated 


DAHAB, EGYPT—"IT WAS LIKE WAR. 
Td never seen anything like it before, a 
child, a baby blood everywhere,” said 
German doctor Michael Hartlich, shak- 
ingat the memory, tears in his eyes. "A 
boy died in my arms." 

‘As the sun rose Tuesday over the Red 
Sea, the appalling destruction of three 
deadly explosions remained littered 
through the Egyptian holiday resort of 
Dahab. 

Flies hovered over patches of blood 
caked with mud. The lingering acrid smell 
‘of burt flesh laced the sea breeze. 

Tearful and stoical, holidaymakers and 
resort workers recounted the chaos that 
decimated their дуй on Monday's tradi- 
tional spring holiday and the eve of Sinai 
Liberation Day commemorating the end 
of Israeli occupation in 1982. 

“Sirens went off. People were running 
around, Police on the streets. Firemen. It 
was like organized chaos. People picking 
up bits of people. It was crazy," said 
42-year-old diving instructor Paul 
McBeath from Scotland, 

He has lived and taught in Dahab for 
four years. One of his colleagues at the Red 
Sea Relax school was blown from the 
shopfront to the seafront by the force of 
one ofthe almost simultaneous explosions. 

‘Ata restaurant named after notorious 
gangster Al Capone that was gutted by, 
the same blast, uneaten plates of con: 
gealed chips remained on tables, half-fin- 
ished fruit cocktails in glasses, '.. AFP 


k Baghdad» 


his wedding sounded as mourners 
wailed. 

In Baghdad's heavily fortified so- 
called Green Zone, the court uying 
Saddam for crimes against humani- 
ty heard that signatures of the for- 
mer leader and six coaccused on 
documents linking them to the 
kiling of 148 Shiites in the 1980s 
were genuine 

"The prosecution had demanded 
the court commission a team of 
criminal expers to authenticate sig- 
natures and handwriting of the de- 
fendants, 

Saddam and his half brother 
‘Barzan al-Tikriti have refused to give 
samples of their writing but both 
have said there was no crime in 
prosecuting the 148 from the village 
of Dujail because they were accused 
of uying to kill the former Iraqi pres- 
ident. 

The defendants could face death 
by hanging if found guilty. The trial 
was adjoumed until May 15 to give 
the defense time to present their wit- 
nesses in the next session, 

‘Saddam sat in a dark suit and 
white shirt in his metal pen, unusu- 
ally quiet for a man who has domi- 
nated the court with tirades calling 
for Iraqis to revolt against US occu- 
pation. Reuters 
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Painters gain tie for lead 


Outshine Jewels in overtime as Sta. Maria comes to the fore 


GAMES TOMORROW ру Jasmine W. Payo Sta. Maria pumped in a personal confer- Marvin Ortiguerra also shone for Rain or 
ence-high 22 points built on a 6-of 8 shoot- Shine, knocking in the game-tying triple 
и ERWIN STA. MARIA SIZZLED OFF THE ing from the three-point area as the Elasto with 2.2 seconds left in regulation, en route 
vsHarbourCentte ^ tench to lift Rain or Shine over Montaña Painters forged a three-way tie for the lead toa21-pr int effort. 
4pm—Hapee-#CU | Pawnshop, 94-86, in overtime yesterday in at 6-2 with the Jewelers and the idle Toyota Earlier, Kelly Williams hardly looked in MEI VETERANS VLA, PL? UE 
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Best Entry level 
SUV for 2005. 


Give in. It'll cost you P 100,000 less. 


Satisfy your urge for an SUV with Mazda Tribute. Get a P100,000 discount for cash purchases, or choose between 0% interest 
and low down with low monthly financing - all with 1 Year Mazda Solutions® 
Tempted? Visit your nearest Mazda dealer now. 
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Get a Drive Your Dream Auto Loan and experience worry free driving! 


мы wf 


тарыз ay “nha hag лус, 
Cra Dae en af 
May free on-site car repair = Drive Your Dream.” 
"pst nangyari sa akin da Pipe 


Introducing, the Drive Your Dream Auto Loan FREE Emergency Care Package! 


m Auto Loan from April 1, 2006 onwards, you can drive = no matter what happens on the road, 


BPI Family Savings Bank ca 
he duration of your loan. So if you want. face driving experience, get a Drive Your Dream Auto Loan. 


Only BPI Family will give you an unm: 


For more Information, 
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La Salle mulling 2 options 


formulate what has to be done. We 
need legal inputs because its very 
complicated.” 

Tanjuateo said the university 
hasn't ruled out either of the two op- 
tions. He had hinted last year that the 
university may take the case to the 
court, while some alumni groups 
have reportedly requested the school 
to simply accept the decision. 

“Tm not being evasive, but right 
now I don’t know (what the decision 
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Tagaytay five scuttles Valencia 


VALENCIA CITY— 
Batang Tagaytay 
won its first road 
game Monday 
night as it smoth- 
ered host Valencia 
Golden Harvest, 
79-69, in the 2006 
Guerrero Brandy- 
NBC national bas- 
ketball — champi- 
onship at the city 
gym here. 

(Over the CP Tinga 
gym in Taguig, For- 


tay hoopsters of NBC executive vice president and 
Mayor Bambol Tolentino and Taguig shared the 
northem division lead in the toumament sponsored 
by Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Nature's Spring Mineral 
Water, Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, Molten and 
Prime Channel. 

Tho scores: 

TAGAYTAY T9—Marque 26 Roblos 14, Maar 10, Gerido 9, 
Rayas B, Gulab 4, Far 2, Jorge 2, Mendoza 2, Par. 

VALENCIA G9 Cruz 20, Cab 10, Braga 10, Cummings 9, Bera- 
mi 9, Adams 4, Navales 4, Cot 2, Täligatos O, umapig 0, Cesar 0. 

бале: 29-15, 49-9, 62-60, 79-89 


‘STANDINGS L 
Northern Division 

Batang Tagaytay 

Forward Taguig 
Bacchus/Harbour 
Spring-Parañaque 


Pangasinan 
Laguna-Sta. Rosa 
Southern Division 
Ozamiz Cotta 
Tigan Crusaders 
North Cotabato 
Valencia 

Pagadian 


By Jasmine W. Payo La Salles marketing communica- 
tion office head Malou Caluma said 
the school will issue a statement as 
soon as officials reach a decision. 

‘The UAAP had unanimously voted 
Friday to suspend La Salle for one 
year, saying that it was through the 
School's negligence that Mark Benitez 
and Tim Gatchalian gained entry into 
the Archers team that won the 2004 
varsity championship. 

Benitez and Gatchalian had sub- 


SLAPPED WITH A ONE-YEAR SUS- 
pension from all UAAP sports due to 
an eligibility controversy, De La Salle 
University is now contemplating on 
two opposing moves. 

“There are two extremes: One is 
acceptance of the decision and the 
other is legal action,” said Lito Tanju- 
atco, a member of La Salle's boards of 


TAGUIG 95—Gragasin 29, Leges 21, Uy 11, Abad 9, Constanti- 
trustees and regents, before yester- 


дау meeting presided over by presi- 
dent Bro. Armin Luistro, FSC. 

"The only advice Fm giving right 
now to the university is that we must 


will be)" said Tanjuatco. "There are 
many matters to consider. But what 
"well be guided upon is to preserve 
the integrity of DLSU." 


mitted fake certificates of their Philip- 
pine Educational Placement Test, an 
exam taken in lieu of a high school 
diploma. 


or Freddie 


‘ward Taguig of May- 


‘utsteadied the Iloilo Warriors, 95-92. 


lloilo Warriors 
Tinga 


With their third victories in four games, the Tagay- 


Painters edge 
Jewels, gain 
share of lead 


From page A27 
jured as he poured in 22 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds to lead Magnolia 
Ice Cream past Harbour Centre, 74- 
65. 

Williams, who's still nursing an an- 
Ме injury joined hands with Mark Isip 
and Arwind Santos in the second half 
as the Spinners improved their mark 
to 44. 

$ “Itwas almost a won game for Mon- 
taña, but our experience showed, es- 
pecially Ortiguerra. And if it wasn't for 
Sta. Maria, we would not have won 
this game,” said Rain or Shine coach 
Leo Austria. 

The Painters zoomed past the Jew- 
els with an 11-2 spurt, capped by 
back-to-back triples from Sta. Maria 
and Jojo Tangkay, to take an 88-79 ad- 
vantage in the extra period. 

‘Trailing by as many as 14 points in 
the second quarter, 16-30, the Painters 
leaned on Sta. Maria and Ortiguerra to 
mounta comeback in the second half. 

“I hope we can sustain our strong 
start in the second round," said coach 
Koy Banal. "We had three good wins in 
оте first round, but we couldn't sustain 
it. We're just waiting for back-to-back 
wins.” 


Only Joseph Yeo, who shot 12 
points, finished. in double figures for 
the Portmasters, who slipped to 2-6. 

The Spinners orchestrated a 10-0 
spurt to take a 57-47 lead early in the 
fourth period after a 47-47 deadlock 
їп the closing minutes of the third 
quarter. 

‘The Portmasters rallied but couldn't 
get any closer than five points, 67-62. 

The scores 

First Game 

MAGNOLIA 74—Wiliams 22, tsip 15, Santos 
10, Misolas 7, Chan 6, Valenzuela 4, Jones 4, 
Rizada 3, Te 3, Co 0. 

HARBOUR CENTRE 65—Yeo 12, Gaco 9, 
Reyes 9, Arana 7, Tenorio 6, Chia 5, Alonzo 4, 
Maierhofer 4, Gamboa 4, Lanete 3, Coching 2, 
Luanzon 0, Paterno 0. 

Quarters: 22-21, 37-31, 51-47, 74-85 

Second Game 

RAIN OR SHINE 94—Sta Maria 22, Ortiguer- 
ra 21, Tangkay 20, Reyes 12, Eman 12, Mala- 
banan 5, Ere 2, Tan 0, Сабай 0, Sagad O, Or- 
beat 

MONTAÑA 86—Magpayo 19, Baguion 14, 
Bono 11, Juntlla 9, Dela Cuesta 8, Compton 8, 
Rodriguez 8, Guerrero 3, Espiritu 2, Vergara 0, 
Bonus. 

‘Quarters: 11-25, 38-47, 56-61, 7-77, 94-87 
(on 


MONTANA'S Larry Rodriguez (right) and Reed untilla make li 
or Shine’s Samigue Eman under the basket. 


difficult for Rain 


HE WAS INVITED AND HE GOT THE 
cute ID pin to the boxing show. But Coun- 
«йог Carlos Castañeda of Manila failed to 
attend the well-hyped Rumble by the Bay 
boxing presentation at the Rajah Su- 
Jaiman Park in Ermita, Manila, on Friday 
due to a pressing commitment. 

He should congratulate himself. 

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
skipped the event, too. 

Glory be, she did not miss anything. 

‘The main event, meant to be the juicest 
offering in the international boxing con- 
vention hosted by the Games and Amuse- 
ments Board, turned out to be an insult to 
the sport of boxing itself 

Ttwas billed as a regional championship. 
But after a flatfooted, muscle bound swim- 
ming student from Cebu (drumbeated as 
the Pan Asia Boxing Association super 
featherweight king) was pitted against a 
thin, straying Thai cook, the fight was al- 
ready a first-class flop before the comical 
‘combatants could enter the ring. 

Among the invited guests at ringside 
was Mayor Willy Robles of Baras, jewel 
ofa town in the province of Rizal. 

Robles failed to see what he came for. 
But, instead of sulk, the youthful town 
executive next allowed himself to be 
hosted by former national cyclist Rolan- 
do Hiso to a dinner at Peter Lee's Hong 
Kong Teahouse at the comer of Mabini 
and UN. Avenue. 

Sipping exquisite Torres Brandy and 
savoring Mr. Lee's specialties, built 
around goat caldereta, steamed lapu-la- 
puin soy sauce and herbs, pancit canton 
seafood, Robles calmly forgot the fail- 


‘TOURNAMENT 
organizer 
Tisha Abundo 
(extreme left) 
with the lovely 
Petron belles, 
Kathy Sotejo, 
Kristia Ricana, 
Jessica Ticala, 
Daisy Jaen and 
Melisa Legaspi 
atyesterday's 
PSA Forum at 
the Pantalan 
restaurant in 
Manila. ссд 


Summer love in golden Baras 


Bare EYE 


Recah Trinidad 


b. 


ures and frustrations of the evening. 

Actually, Robles had reason to feel 
cheated. 

He motored all the way to Ermita 
with top councilor Monet Matignas, 
hoping to pick up pointers on how to 
boost their sports development pro- 
gram in Baras. 

Robles and Matignas гештей to 
their rustic town empty-handed. What 
they witnessed at Baywalk was an exer- 
cise in futility, a hilarious demo on how 
not to put up a boxing card. 


Anyway, Robles тешпей Но hospi- 
tality with a native lunch at his farm in 
Baras on Monday. 

The fare, glorious replay of the days 
when the Pasig River was still alive and 
rich in marine wonders, was out of this 
world: kandule sa miso, ginataang ропе 
me kamias, inihaw па dalog, nilagang ta- 
long sawsaw sa balaw-balaw. 

Mayor Robles was singularly proud of 
the salad, featuring crisp leuce cultivated 
chemical-free in various backyard farms 
which the municipality supports. 

But how could the visitor ever forget the 
silvery ayungin, boiled not only with the 
usual guava fruit, but also with slices of 
fresh green mango, to perfect the 


poignantly sweetish broth? 

Baras, at the foot of the Sierra Madre 
and kissed by Laguna de Bay, is indeed a 
food-hunter’s paradise. 

But it was not ай chow, drink, relax. 
There was the fresh, dreamlike scenery 
with the slow ride now a hazy drive through 
a living Amorsolo landscape of sweet, sim- 
ple countryside life in another lifetime. 

Yes, there are stil pieces of paradise, un- 
spoiled by cruel commerce in golden 
Baras, which now live only in the memory 
of those mired in the concrete jungle, but 
actually only an hour by car from the 

iis. 


Of course, other than the 16th-century 
stone church that’s undergoing renova- 
tion, Robles takes great pride in the Baras 
River, maybe the only natural body of wa- 
ter of its kind in the area around Antipolo, 
"Teresa, Morong and Tanay that flows dear, 
uncluttered by garbage and animal waste, 
and where bronze-skinned kids were seen 
swimming in blissful innocence. 

Please don't go away yet. This invita- 
tion won't be complete without men- 
tion of the town's amazing health-and- 
sports development program. 

"The formula is simple: get kids dog- 
tired by letting them compete in games, 
and they don't resort to drugs and other 
nonsense,” says Dr. Ramon Matignas, 
chief sports coordinator of the Baras 
Sports Council. 

“Ап active people at play will always 
be happy and productive," assures May- 
or Robles, a hardy former softball player 
and staffer at the Bureau of Soils. 

То put these slogans into play, Robles 


offered a sharp solution to the usual 
leadership mess that had beset past pro- 


grams. 

Instead of only one manager, he as- 
signed one coordinator for each of the 
eleven disciplines that include softball, 
badminton, football, basketball, 
sikaran, chess, еіс, currently being de- 
veloped in the municipality: 

АШ the coordinators are directly 
under the mayor, although the pro- 
gram is quietly overseen by the pio- 
neering Dr. Matignas, who had coolly 
surrendered his P3,000 monthly al- 
lowance in exchange for even devel- 
‘opment. 

"What Dr. Matignas did was divide 
that allowance evenly among all the 10 
other coordinators,” explains Mayor 
Robles. 

‘The sum may be very meager, only 
P300 each, but the output and results 
have been stupendous, a brisk sports 
development program operating away 
from the glare of media and the usual 
noise and smear of politics. 

This is no exaggeration, but our na- 
tional sports agencies should visit and 
witness a clinic, the selfless workings of 
a true, sincere grassroots sports pro- 
gram in Baras. 

“Do you know that Baras, which has 
been relying on wells for its water sup- 
ply all these years, will soon be serviced 
by Manila Water?” exclaims Councilor 
Monet Matignas. 

Great news, indeed. Rain or shine, 
wet or dry, summer love and summer 
dreams go on and on in that gold mine 
ofa town 


© Tyros abound in Petron 
beach volley second leg 


FRESH FACES FROM 10 DIFFERENT 
teams make up the cast competing 
in the second leg of the 2006 Perron 
Ladies Beach volleyball tournament 
оп May 5-6 at the Manila Baywalk. 
Except for Jessica Ticala of PSBA, 
the rest of the ladies are seeing ac- 
tion for the first time in the four-leg 
event sponsored by Petron and held 


in cooperation with Speedo. 


‘The Lanuevo sisters, Genevieve 


and Jennifer, ruled the first leg of 
the event held at the Clearwater 
Country Club in Clark Field, Pam- 
panga, beating the duo of Lorna 
dela Cruz and Chariza Castro. 
“While 1 have a new teammate, 
this is our second time together, so 
we have an idea how to go about it," 
Ticala said during the PSA Forum, 
the public sports program sponsored 
by Pagcor and Mayor Lito Atienza. 


по 6, Reguera 6, Castro 4, Dela Rosa 3, Laparid 2, Lozano 2, 
Magsamibo 2, Dulay 0. 

ILOILO B2—Seriore 19, inco 16 Porai 12, Sinaon 11, Antenor- 
Cnz 7 Leonida 7, Bautista 4, Senci 4, асе? 

Quarters: 25-24, 44-49, 67-59, 95-82 


Ex-PBA cager 
Demegillo’s 
‘Wish Ko Lang’ 


CERTAIN QUAR- 
ters were alarmed 
when they learned 
that GMA-7 was 
going to produce a 
special tribute in 
honor of former 
PBA cager Hernani 
Demegillo. 

Not that Nani 
wasnt deserving 
of such an honor 
Ies just that there 
are many others more deserving. 

‘Thus, the initial reaction was, “Why 
the tribute, has he passed away?” Or, 
“Does Nani havea serious ailment?” 

Surely there must be a pressing or im- 
portant reason for the tribute, everybody 
seemed to think, 


IN HUDDLE 


Beth Celis 


Of course, the answer to both 
queries is no. 

Nani is very much alive, In fact, it 
was he who had expressed a wish to 
have a reunion with his former PBA 
teammates in the program "Wish Ko 
Lang," which the producers granted. 

“Nani was lucky to be chosen be- 
cause as such, he stands to receive 
something like P100,000 in gifts,” said 
player agent Danny Espiritu who was 
contacted by the television network to 
seek his assistance in inviting Nani's 
former teammates. 

Nani played for Purefoods, Alaska, 
Presto, and Sta. Lucia in the PBA, 
alongside stars like Abe King, Jun 
Limpot, Alvin Patrimonio, Jerry, 
Codifiera, Johnny Abarrientos, Jojo 
Lastimosa, Allan Caidic and Jeffrey, 
Cariaso. dom 

According to the letter-invitation, 
being handed out by Danny, this spe, 
cial edition of “Wish Ko ei pu 
aired at 12 noon today on GMA-7; st nc 


p ncl зый bes 
There's something 1 can’t figure, Qut. 


about Romi Garduce's Mount Eyerest A- 
pedition. pe 

‘Who will take the video footage ofi, 
climb for the television coverage? „ш 

1 know a TV crew from GM 7 hash, 
been flown to Kathmandu, Nepal, to 
monitor Garduce's progress. But since , 
none of them has been trained in moun- 
tain climbing, they can only make it up to 
acertain height. * 

The higher one goes, the thinner the 
air gets. A recent footage showed some 
members of the crew breathing heavily 
on their way to the first base camp. And 
that’s only the first of several camps. 
How far can they go? 


To get some answers, 1 called my 
friend and fellow columnist Ronnie 
Nathanielsz, who also happens to be a 
veteran broadcaster. 

Ronnie said he could only think of 
one way a video footage of Garduce's 
climb could be taken. 

He said Garduce himself, or one of 
his sherpas (mountain guides), will 
have to be equipped with a small cam- 
ега, A satellite disc will also have to be 
installed within the vicinity so the video 
‘could be beamed to the Philippines. 

Of course, it will be easier for the 
sherpas to take the video, instead of 
Garduce having to take footage of 
himself. But, according to Ronnie, it 
can bedone. 

We also agreed that under the cir- 
cumstances, it will be more logical to 
train the sherpas on the use of the 
camera instead of training the camer- 
amen on mountain climbing. 

So far, 1 have not seen an actual 
footage of Garduce climbing, only Ji 
gy Manicad and his crew, who are fac- 
ing extreme danger trying to scale 
even the lower limits of Mt. Everest. 

Ronnie said these guys should. be 
admired for their courage. 

"It's no joke trekking even the base 
of that peak. It is very difficult,” said 
Ronnie, who went through the same 
experience decades ago when he was 
much, much younger. 

It is a wonder the crew got through 
10,000 feet with none of them collaps- 
ing, he added. 


A А SPORTS Р 


Unpredictable Bulls seek key win Bayron grabs ST golf 
Baguio leg lead by 2 


BAGUIO—JAY BAYRON BIRD- 
ied the 18th hole for a 2-under- 
par 59 and a two-shot lead over 
Southeast Asian Games team- 
mate Mike Bibat after yester- 
day's opening round of the Sam- 
sung Amateur Golf Tours kickoff 
leg at the Baguio Country Club, 
course 

Bayron made five birdies 
against three bogeys as he be- 
came the only player among the 
28 starters in the championship 
division to break par. 

Bibat failed to solve the speed 
of the greens and settled for an 
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EVEN DURING PRACTICE, RED BULL 
has been running its plays way off its 
usual rhythm. 

The Bulls are in such a state of disarray 
that they feel a win against slumping Sta. 
Lucia Realty at 4:40 pm. today at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum in the Gran Matador- 
PBA Philippine Cup could somehow pull 
them out oftheir misery. 

“One win isnt going to solve our prob- 
lem but we need this to get out of a 
slump," said coach Yeng Guiao after Red 
Bull walloped Barangay Ginebra to halt 
the team’s four-game slide. 

“But we cant be happy with this win 
alone. We must get more wins to get back 
ontrack” 

The Gin Kings play the Purefoods Gi- 


ants later at 7:35 p.m. also hoping to arrest. 
an appaling skid after a 2-0 start. 

With four victories and five setbacks, 
the Gin Kings are just half a game up on 
the Bulls. 

‘The Giants (7-3) are just two games be- 
hind the front-running San Miguel Beer- 
men after defeating the Alaska Aces in an 
‘out-of town sortie last week. 

Just like the Bulls, the Realtors are also 
in deep trouble following setbacks against 
the Talk N Text Phone Pals and the Coca- 
Cola Tigers that kept them in the cellar 
with a dismal 2-7 record. 

During their overtime defeat to the 
Tigers, Dennis Espino, Kenneth Duremdes 
and Marlou Aquino were out of commis- 
sion. 


‘Against the Phone Pals, Asi Taulava tore 
to shreds the defense of the Realtors in the 
paint as the 6foot-9 Aquino continued to 
skin the sidelines. 

“We even struggled in practice and tried 
alot of things,” said Guiao, who lamented 
the team's poor defense in the paint and 
atrocious free throw shooting. “Those are 
the factors that bugged us in past games.” 

‘Meanwhile, a weary Purefoods side 
thinks dominance of the boards will be the 
key element against Ginebra. 

“Playing three games in seven days, 
duding one provincial game, is tough, 
said Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorio. "Re- 
bounding will be a crucial factor against 
Ginebra. This is one department we want 
towin” 


| STANDINGS 

| San Miguel 

| Purefoods 
Coca-Cola 
Talk N Text 
Ginebra 
Red Bull 

| Alaska 

| aires 

| Sta. Lucia 


GAMES TODAY 
| (Araneta Coliseum) 


even-par 61 for solo second, а 
stroke up on Ferdinand Aurizo 
and veteran Dave Hernandez. 
Marvin Dumandan, winner of 
ast month's DHL WWWExpress 
Open, shot a 64 and was in a 
three-way tie for eighth with Jonel 
Ababa and National Caddies 
(Open champion Jessie Balasabus. 
Louie Siapno (70) paced Class 
C and Vincent Tiong (79) took 
the solo lead in Class D of meris. 
play while Km Jieun (BD, 
Nanette Filer (81), Nora Sy and 
Lulu Uson (both 91) were the 
early leaders in ladies action. 


440 p m.—Red Bull 
NECI 

| 735 pm—Barangay 
|_Sinebravs Purefoods 
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Race like crazy in the city! 
April 30 @ Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. 


16K Fun Run 
5H Run - 18И Bike - ЗК Run Duathlon 


For registration and inquiries, call 374-6772 and look for Inja Fajatin, |: 


GATORADE SWEAT TEST: Dr. Shi Xiaocai (left) and Dr. George Canlas (right) conduct a 
"Sweat Test” on the Alaska Aces’ Jeffrey Cariaso during a press presentation yesterday at the 
Adidas Sports Camp at The Fort in Taguig City. The physical exam enables doctors to 
determine the amount of sodium, potassium and carbohydrates, among other minerals that 


athletes lose while they are in the heat of battle. Top local and foreign health specialists are 
helping athletes and other people with active lifestyles dish out their optimum performances 


through the Gatorade Sports Science Institute. 


TEXT BY MARC REYES PHOTO BY ERKARAZAS 


Dela Cruz averts 
RP shutout in 
9-ball qualifying 


SHIÉLA DELA CRUZ OVERCAME CHINESE 
‘Taipei's Kao Shu-pin, 7-5, yesterday to lead 
the winners at the start of the qualifying 
round of the Enerva Asian 9-ball Tour 
Ladies Championship at Paeng's Skybowl 
at Robifison’s Galleria in Mandaluyong. 

‘Alcnucial miscalculation by the Taiwanese ace 
оп the No. 5 ball allowed Dela Cruz to take a 3-2 
lead that launched her to victory in the race-to- 
sei такі, 

“tid 29-year-old Dela Cruz, third placer in the 
2002 Asian 8ай championship in Singapore 
‘wo By compatriot Rubilen "Bingkay" Amit, set 
up a clash with Japan's Chihiro Kawahara, who 
got bye in the first round. 

‘But the other Filipino hopefuls—Johanna Dee, 
Bing Flores, Ces Marquez, Jargelyn Maldonado 
and Jingle David dropped their fist matches. 

Dee bowed to Chou Chieh yu Chou of Chinese- 
Taipei, 3.7; Flores lost to Angeline Magdalena 
‘Ticoalu of Indonesia, 1-7; Marquez yielded to Mi- 
ka Muneta of Japan, 2-7; Maldonado was white- 
washed by Lai Hui-shan of Chinese-Taipel, 0-7; 
and David lost to Masami Nouchi of Japan, 3-7. 


JVC eyes record Davao field 
"ANOTHER RECORD-SETTING FIELD IS EXPECTED 
‘to see action In the Davao leg of the JVC Regional 
Badminton Championships, hich fres of May 1-5 
at the Wheels ‘N More Badminton Club in Davao City. 
A bunch of participants are expected to beat the dead- 
ine tor registration today for tne tre categories on 
tap—elite, junior and intercollegiate. Fees are pegged 
at P1O0 for single entry event and P150 for those 
playing in two or tre events. For detalis, cal Wheals 
"№ More Badminton Club in Bajada (082 -225- 
5700/082-300-0800) or check website at 

www jvcbadinton.com or e-tal at vchad- 
Tminton@hotmal.com or cal 0917-8050702, 0917- 
8050801 and 0917-5288970 (Nelson. 


P4.4-M Makati cockpit set 
A TOTAL OF P4.4 MILLION IS AT STAKE WHEN the 
"Summer Salpukan 6-cock derby” starts today at he 
Makati Coliseum. More than 75 matches wil pice up 
the frst day of action starting at 5 pm. Sponsor is B- 
Meg Derby Ace. Promoters explained that P3 million 
in cash wil go to tha winners while two brand new 
Toyota cars, now on display at the Makati Coliseum 
lobby, wil go to the fastest win champions. Two mo- 
torcycies wil be gen to the champion handlers. 
Cockers and breeders may stil field an entry on Apr 
29, May 2, 4 and 6. The finals will be on May 11 and 
13. Entry fee Б опу P11,000. For more details, please 
call 896-3545 or 895-6475. 


Marquez, Maldonado and David got first- 
round byes. 

‘Another Filipino, Mary Ann Basas, was bat- 
tiing Tan Hsiang-ling Tan of Chinese-Taipei at 


presstime. 

Other winners included Japan's Sakiko Nami- 
к, Chinese-Taipel’s Su Руш Su, Lin Yuan-chun 
Lin and Tsai Pei chen, and Korea's Won Hyun 

Sixteen slots are up for grabs in the double- 
elimination qualifying round. 

‘The main event gets going today at the same 
venue and will be aired live on IBC 13 and Solar 
Sports from 1 p.m. The major prizes are $10,000 
to the champion, $5,000 to the runner-up and 
$2,500 each to the losing semifinalists. 

‘Seeded to the main draw are 2005-06 worid 
women’s champion Kim Ga-young of South Ko- 
rea, Amit and Irish Ranola of the Philippines, Jen- 
nifer Chen and Liu Shin-men of Chinese-Taipel, 
Alimi Kajitani of Japan, Desak Kasih Aryati and 
Nova Floura Rachmawati of Indonesia, Pan Xi- 
aoting and Zhou Mengmeng of China and Chai 
Zeet Huey and Hoe Shu Wah of Singapore. Mar- 
lon Bernardino, Contributor 


SPORTSWATCH 
SJC slates 80 fights today 


LEADING METRO MANILA COCKERS PUT THEIR 
bets into action today In а special 5-cock derby start- 
lng at 5 p.m. today at the San Juan Coliseum. More 
than 80 fights are slated in the event sponsored by 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000. Guaranteed prize is 
'PT00,000. Members of the Gentlemen Cockers Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines wil support the event. 
Meanwhile, the Super Big Event 7-cock derby gets 
going also at the SUC on April 29. Top provincial 
cockers are vying, sald organizer Patrick Antonio. 
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Finals preview: Lions nip Archers 


NOEL GUZMAN BURIED A THREE-POINTER 
with 18 seconds left to lift the San Beda All-Stars 
toa heart-stopping 89-88 win over their La Salle 
counterparts, sealing a winner-take-all clash be- 
tween them for the Total-Filoil-Flying V Home- 
grown Cup championship at the San Juan gym. 
The one-game showdown between the Green 


‘Archers and the Red Lions is set on May 6. 

‘Trailing, 87-86, Guzman came through with 
the trey for the unbeaten Red Lions. 

San Bede's victory slammed the door on the 
Letran Knights, who crushed University of the 
Philippines, 78-65, and were praying for a La 
Salle win to stayin contention. 


Or email inja@speed-mag.com = 


‘Download the registration form 


‘at www. speed-mag.com 
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It’s Apple-licious 


Good for your health,too! 


Kids love its delicious 
taste! Mothers love it 
for its health benefits! 


Pour it on fried chicken, 
hamburger, french fries, 
and other foods that 

kids love to eat with 
ketchup. And because 

it's made from apples, it's 
also rich in Vitamin C and 
other nutrients that provide 
"whole-body" health 
benefits.. 


APPLES 
KETCHUP 
A DAY 
KEEPS THE 
DOCTOR 
AWAY! 
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ippers, Heat zrab 
-0 playoff leads, 


MIAMI—LED BY A 22-POINT DISPLAY FROM 
Shaquille O'Neal and double figure efforts 
from six players, the Miami Heat fought offa 
furious comeback by the Chicago Bulls to 

claim a 115-108 victory on Monday and a 2-0 
lead in their Western Conference quarterfinal. 
ONeal and Dwyane Wade headlined 


ing the Clippers over the 
Nuggets. 

Sam Cassell added a dou- 
ble-double with 13 pointsand 11 
assists but the 13-year veteranis 
most valuable contribution to the 
young Clippers continues to be his 
experience and leadership. 

"We played solid man, played 


‘The best-of-seven series now shifts solid on defense and we win the 


CLIPPERS center Chris Kaman rejects a shot 
by Nuggets star Carmelo Anthony. " 


Motor show opens today 


TRANS SPORT SHOW 2006, THE COUNTRY'S 
hottest and longest running annual motoring event, 
‘opens today at the Megatrade Hall af SM Megamall 
B. Special guests for the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
are Transportation secretary Ret. Gen. Leandro Men- 
doza, Mandaluyong Mayor Neptali Gonzales and 
MMDA traffic operations chief Angelito Vergel Da 
Dios. The shows open dally from 10am. to 9 p.m. 
‘until April 30, 2006. The shows organizers, 
Tradeshow international, Inc. (TSI) are active sup- 
porters and promoters of motor sport. TSH is also an 
active partner of the Asian Festival of Speeds (AFOS), 
‘Asia's premier motosport event comprised of the 
FlA-sanctloned Asian Touring Car Champlonship, 
Formula BMW Asla and Porsche Carrera Cup Asia 
The Trans Sport Show Cup Open Class Competition 
‘wil feature several 505 to 70s era European, Ameri- 
сап and Japanese cars that were successfully raced 
during their ime in restored pristine condition. 


to Chicago for Games three and four 

on Thursday and Sunday with the 
Bulls looking to avoid the sweep. 

The Los Angeles Clippers, back in 

the playoffs for the first time in 

nine years, also took 


ver Nuggets, 98-87 
to head to Colorado up, 2-0. 
As usual, the Hears two all-stars 


also made a big contribution. 


charge of their 
quarterfinal eas- 


ing past the Den- theother night as well. 


the Miami effort but the supporting cast 


“We had six guys in double figures 
but we didn't finish again and that dis- 
turbs me,” Riley told reporters. "And it 
should disturb our players that we put 
ourselves in jeopardy after working so 
hard and playing so well. It happened 


game just like that,” said Cas- 
sell, who owns two NBA 
championship rings. Reuters 

NBA on TV: 

SOLAR SPORTS—Wsstinglon 
vs бал! (oe at 7 am, repay 
2530 pm.tomorow) 

‘SPORTSPLUS Sacramento 
vs Sanantonio еа 920ал, 


In Los Angeles, Cutino Mobley repayat7 pmj: dana ws New- 
bagged 21 points and Ekon Brand 
added 19 points and 11 rebounds spark- 


Jerssy (delayed telecast at 820 pam, replay tomor- 
rowat230 p.m) 


NBA suspends 2 Appleby eyes 


MIAMI—FORWARD UDONIS HASLEM OF THE 
Miami Heat and Ron Artest of the Sacramento 
Kings were each suspended for one NBA playoff 
game by the league on Monday. 

Haslem was sanctioned for throwing his 
‘mouthpiece toward referee Joey Crawford on 
Saturday, the same day Artest hit Manu Ginobili 
of San Antonio in the head with his forearm. 

Haslem missed the Heat's 115-108 victory 
over Chicago and will return for Game Three. 

Haslem was ejected in the opening half of 
the Heat's 111-106 win in Game 1. Artest will 
miss Game 2 of his Western Conference series 
on Tuesday. 

His incident with Ginobili occurred in the 
third period of the Spurs’ 122-88 win. АР 


HOUSTON—ALTHOUGH COMFORTABLY 
оп track for the most successful season of 
his career, Houston Open champion Stuart 
Appleby is taking nothing for granted. 

The 34-year-old from Cohuna in Australia 
won his second PGA Tour title of the year in 
record-equaling style on Sunday but is reluc- 
tant to accept that his game has now reached 
new heights. 

"qned to play more like this," Appleby told 
reporters after romping to a six-shot victory at 
the Redstone Golf Cub. 

"1 don't fee! like winning twice has put me 
on another level. Its the next level on paper, 
but I need to keep doing this suff for a long 


HEAT guard Dwyane Wade soars to block 
the Bulls’ Ben Gordon. 


more SUCCESS 


time. Tve had good chances to win twice in 
previous years and didn’t. 

“T don't know if a player ever thinks that 
hes at the next level added the big-hining 
‘Australian, who lies fourth in the PGA Tour 
money list with $2,422,902. “I think we al- 
ways climb through those levels very slowly. 
‘Sometimes we don't even know we pass 
them.” 

It was the first time Appleby has managed. 
to win more than once in a single tour season. 

Despite his reluctance to believe he may be. 
onthe verge of achieving bigger things, he con- 
ceded his play at Redstone was good enough to 
put him into major contention. ‘Reuters 
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Tumutulong magtanggal ng duming naipon sa injectors at pinoprotektahan ang mga 
importanteng parte ng makina. Tatagal ka laban sa kalawang at pagkasira. 
Hindina kollangon moghoyod po ng robo para so dogdag preteen to makina. 
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E-mail: pr_entertalnment@inguirercom.ph 


А А IRES 


Toxt us your feedback: inquirer ent ramalage/cty/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


‘PBB’ teens ‘artistalin’ 


By Nini Valera brought the ABS-CBN reality show into the 
realm of “Rebel Without A Cause” and other 

ET AGAINST A STREET PARTY ATMO- metaphors of teenage angst and sensibility 
sphere, the launch on Sunday night of The launch closed to traffic over the week 
"Pinoy Big Brother Teen Edition” 


peBTEENS/A27 GERALD Anderson RODELROTON. 
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ON SKYCABLE PLATINUM 


SkyCable Platinum 


= TS d e m 
‘Nearer, my God, to Thee’ HBO HBO НВ© 
= — ST TTT 


(CHAT SILAYAN, 1960-2006) P 


“coming back to the Lord gave me a certain balance in life. 1 ignature family Ги iTS 


felt myself being anchored, finding : ‘meaning, coming home. 1 saw 
miracles everywhere. 

‘Once you find the Lord, you realize that your life is not just for SkyCable Gold 
yourself. Life here on earth is just a preparation for the afterlife. 
We have to help others. 


Mysteries are not solved overnight. God wants us to go К a 3 
through the process, because He is teaching us wisdom. If we get cine 
the answer right away, we don't learn the lesson.” 


|... 


o T | 
TON PENING TODAY THE HI 0 PAK 


Tu Nathan Fillon, Elizabeth MAM — HBO Signature, HBO Family and HBD Hits 

aan a e даша Ж pe i Now together with HBO and Cinemax, THE HBO PAK promises 
Something sinister and, yes, slimy is Choice, Value and Variety. With 5 real choices at any one time, 

growing underground, in the sleepy town of } а combination of over 350 programs a month, commercial-free, 

Wheels it аше ез ца d і 4 HBO and Cinemax together with THE HBO PAK is the movie 

alow) and his team must defeat the evi M $ entertainment package for you. 

force threatening to devour the world. Pete 

Vonder of Film Threat is impressed: "Finally 3 

we have a horror film that recaptures the E ibet 

Sehlock-y spiritofthe 1980s ,.. Ir has no pre- Mi Pa When you subscribe 

tensions to high art. (It] isn’t great filmmak- E SkyCable Platinum — 

ing... It is, however, a thoroughly entertain- в! 

ing effort” Says Мат Singer of the Vilage THE HBO PAK from 

Voice: “Ud allegorizes living-dead horror asa critique of the American heart- April 17 – May 17 2006, 

land's boundless gluttony... (The director} doesnt reinvent the wheel, but you'll got an exclusive 

he does tighten its spokes а bit with some terrifying sequences and a witty, Р 

deadpan screenplay” Stephen Whitt of Newark Star-Ledger raves: “Strictly HBO Business Traveler 

a fun B-movie horror, on the order of Tremors.” backpack*.. 


The Sentinel г Y 
Stars Michael Douglas, Kiefer Sutherland, Eva Longoria, Kim SHY CABLE 


Basinger (C) 7 
Directed by Clark Johnson (optimum 
“The most trusted Secret Service agent (Douglas) in Washington DC issus- = 
pected of plotting to kill the president He must use his skills to prove his in- 
Fovence and catch the real assassin. Producer and lead star Douglas de- 
Scrbes it as “unpredictable and topical... ї has afew twists and ums." Cri 
іс are unconvinced, Complains Michael Phillips of the Chicago Tribune: 
ter a solid fist Tact), [i] wobbles and lurches and stans unsurprising you 
‘vith its non surprises.” Eleanor Ringel Gillespie of the Авага Joumal-Con- 
tion comments: {hts} worth a look if youre in the mood for some slick 


*Por DTI-NCR permit no. 2351, Saries of 2008 
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Р қ THE # 7 МОМЕ IN AMERICA! 
DAHLIA 


The JANITOR |The GREY CHILD 
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booboos 


HOST: WHAT COURSE ARE YOU PLANNING 
totake up in college? 

Guest: Nursing. . 

Host: Oh, really? For export! Saan mo na- 
man gustong magtrabaho? 

Guest: Sa ospital, po. (E 'di kasi naman...) 

Host: How was winter in the States 
when you were there earlier this year? 

Guest: Oh it was so cold and snow! (Ah, 
so...) 


Host: How often do you get to travel to 
the States for shows? 

Guest: It seldom and rarely. (Isa ka pa!) 

Host: Why did you decide to take up An- 
thropology? 

Guest: Because oftentimes, mankind is 
born on the human level! (That's so ... pro- 
found?) 

Host: What did you do last Holy week? 

Guest: I just stayed home and watched 
TV. During Holy Week, I really like to 
watch mga Jesus something on TV. (“Mga 
Jesus something”? That's so specific!) 

Host: Did you hear the latest about Eng- 
land's Prince Harry? 

Co-host: Yes, he's finished his military 
studies and may serve in the elite royal 
household calvary! (One man's cavalry is 
Jesus’ calvary!) 

Host: Are you a night person? 

Guest: Yes, I'm an owl. When others are 
already asleep, I'm wildly awake! (Control 
yourself—please!) 

Host: When is your father coming? 

Guest: He's expected to fly in sometimes 
today. (How many times does he plan to ar- 
rive in one day?) 

Host: How did they know that the old 
biblical document comes from as far as the 
first century? 

Guest: They established it with cartoon 
dating. (You mean carbon dating, don’t 
you?) 

Host: What's the special feature of your 
resort? 

Guest: We offer night swimming sa gabi. 
(кшй) 

Host: How did you feel when you won 
the award? 

Guest: I did not expect talaga, so it was a 
mix in motion! (Mix in motion?—Oh, 
mixed emotions!) 

Host: What can you say about this con- 
testant's performance? 

Juror: Good! "Yung improvement niya is 
getting better! (Wish we could say the 
same about you.) 

Host: What field in the arts are you the 
most active in? 

Guest: 1 am a writer, pero pinto pa rin 
ako. (Show him the door, quick.) 

Host: 
tonight? 

Guest: I hope, but it's all out to the 
judges! (You know what? You just lost.) 


Do you think you will win 


Host: Aside from singing, do you also 
want to be a TV host? 

Guest: I like, but Тт scared—I might 
stumble my words! (Talk about a self-ful- 
filling prophecy!) 


Music workshops 

NATHAN Thomson, lead tutor on the 
Guildhall School of Music's award-win- 
ning “Connect” music education program, 
returns to the Philippines as bassist for ће 
critically-acclaimed Antonio Forcione 
Quartet, and will spearhead the British 
Council's music workshops at the Cross- 
road 77 Convention Center in Quezon City 
on May 5, and at the SM Trade Hall-Cebu 
on May 7. 

‘Thomson and Forcione will be joined by 
cellist Jenny Adejayan and percussionist 
Adriano Pinto in sharing improvisation 
technique, followed by master classes in 
half-day sessions. 

The Antonio Forcione Quartet will also 
perform in concerts for audiences in Mani- 
1а and Cebu. Call 3744822 (Manila) and 
2330452 (Cebu). Online registration is al- 
so available through www.britishcoun- 
ciLorg.ph. 


judges, oll eme 
please 'EEDBACK 
explain 


From Hendry 
Estrada (hen- 
ryestradaGwfp.org), Rome, Ital 

1 fully agree (along with majority of 
the regular viewers here in Italy) that 
Charisse should have been declared the 
“brightest” [in ABS-CBN's “Little Big 
Star" 

‘At her age, she's so gifted and her 
singing style, projection, confidence and 
her voice quality would put to shame 
many of the Philippine's current crop of 
singers! Siya lamang ang finalist na hindi 
kinakabahan ang viewers pag nag-pe- 
perform na siya. Judges, please explain. 
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Lot tho Gross Tim9s Roll with 
SLITH3R 


From the twisted mind of film maker James Gunn, writer of 
2004's hit Dawn of the Dead comes the latest addition to 
unique canon of horror films. SLITHER is a story so deliciously 
пеіпоиз and unbelievably demented that its mere name brings 
to mind the sickening giant mollusks of the invertebrate under- 
belly world. Huge slugs from outer space, bloodthirsty zombies 
‘and silme-ridden oozing bug overlords star in this one-of-a 
horrorextravaganze. 
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NICK Lachey 


Happy 
family... 


acted like strangers. 
Нттт. The “Ке Age 
2" couples were much 
Sweeter—Angel Loc- 
sin and Oyo Boy Sot- 
to, and Danica Sotto 
and Purefoods cager 
Mare Pingris. 


Go, Sarah G! 
Sarah Geronimo is 
reportedly still bask- 
ing in the glow of... 
standing ovations (1) 
from an obviously de- 
lighted Canadian au- 
dience at the Grand 
Baccus banquet hallin 
Toronto. She is tour- 
ing Canada with 
“Night of the Champi- 
cons”  coperformers 
Rachelle Ann Go, 
Mark Bautista and 
Raymond Manalo. 
Sarah's show:stop- 
pers: “Forever’s Not 
Enough,” “Love You 
More" and a medley 
of Celine Dion tunes. 


Soinlove 

In New York, Nick 
Lachey told the Asso 
ciate Press his divorce 
from Jessica Simpson 
is a “nasty situation,” 
but he's not trying to 
hurt her with his reve- 
lations about their 
spit—end, he stil 
loves her. 


Notallowed 

АР also reports that 
Namibian authorities 
are camping down on 
journalists trying to 
follow Brad Pitt, heav- 
ily pregnant Angelina. 
Jolie and her two 
adoptive — children. 
Namibian Prime Min- 
ister Nahas Angula 
said the couple should 
Þe left alone: "This la- 
dy is expecting... 
fand] harassment is 
notallowed in Namib- 


Unflagging 

Tom Cruise has not 
toned down his en- 
thusiasm at all now 
that fiancee Katie 
Holmes has given 
birth to their daugh- 
ter, says another AP 
dispatch. The birth 
“was everything that 
we wanted it to be,” 
the actor said on a TV 
show. “Itwasspiritual. 
Ir was powerful, twas 
indescribable,” he said 
in the interview 
broadcast Friday. 
“What words can you 
use? Из still some- 
thing that lm process- 
ing and keep reliv- 
ing.” 
‘Speechless? № 
мау. 


CHARLIE Sheen палес 


But I didn't 

Charlie Sheen on 
Saturday denied 
charges from his es- 
tranged wife, Denise 
Richards, that he had 
been abusive toward 
her and their daugh- 
ters and had threat- 
ened to kill her 
Reuters reports that 
Shoen told "Entertain- 
ment ‘Tonight coan- 
chor Mark Steins, “I 
maintain my integrity 
„and focus on my 
children” He called 
Richards’ move filing 
is “a heinous docu- 
ment of fiction.” 
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Say it again, 


Guess 
who's 
feverishly 
learning 
Tagalog, so 
hecan start 
acting in 
local 
movies? 


the Philippines, former "Pinoy Big Broth- 
er” housemate Sam Milby is staying for 
good "because Filipinos are my kind of people." 

“America is where my family is and where 1 
grew up, but I feel more at home in the Philip- 
pines,” he told the entertainment press at his re- 
cent Jolibee commercial launch. 

He is hot show biz property too. The 22-year- 
ld Fil-Am from Ohio says he wants to try every- 
thing—singing, modeling and hosting—but he's 
going easy on acting. 

[That's] until my Tagalog is ‘malakas,” he 
said, apparently unaware that he had picked the 
wrong adjective, OF course he got away with 
it—everyone within a 30-meter radius was either 
deaf or smitten, Sam, а mainstay of "ASAP" on 
ABS-CBN is serious, though. He has hired a pri- 
vate tutor 


MIRCE 


Frustration 

"Gusto ko matuto akong mas mabilis kasi ayoko 
hindi ko kaya maintindihan ушл mga tao," Sam 
ventures in straight, if disjointed, Filipino. 

On “ASAR” his co-hosts kid around in their na- 
tive tongue and it frustrates him, he said, when he 
cannot join in the conversations. 

"This frustration extends to his occasional act- 
ing stints Ч cannot really get into the scene be- 
cause 1 don't understand a thing the others are 
saying,” Same lamented. “So Гт just standing 
there, waiting for my tum to speak and I feel like 
"tanga" 

‘Asked ifthe interview could be done in Filipino 
since he seemed so eager to flaunt how much he 
had learned so fat, the worried celebrity replied, 
“Susubukan ko pero Taglish lang, hindi diretsong- 
diretsong Tagalog." 

Not bad for someone bon and raised in the 
US. Sam's mother, Elsie, is a native of Bulacan, 
where he had stayed while trying to get into local 
show business. He was first seen in a Close-Up 
commercial last year His biggest exposure, 
though, was on "Pinoy Big Brother" 


Initiation 

His star rose suddenly, but he wasn't spared 
from the requisite initiation of rumors, 

“Te learned how to deal with ‘chismis,” Sam. 
said, "If its something completely untrue, I don't 
Jet it bother me at all. But, if fee its somewhat 
true and that need to work on it, then I take it to 
heart" The worse bits hurled at him so faz he 
said, are about hygiene and sexual preference, 

One that he welcomes, though, is that 
which links him to Toni Gonzaga. He re- 
vealed that when he came home home from 
Milan, where he did a couple of shows for 
The Filipino Channel last month, he 
brought Toni pasalubong. 

Came the question then: "Nililigawan mo 


ROUNDUP 


*Silent Hill makes noise 
LOS ANGELES—A real scary movie bumped off 
the spoof variety at the box office. 

Sony's fright fick “Silent Hil,” set in an eerie 
ghost town, debuted with $20.2 million taking 
over the top spot from the Weinstein Co. comedy 
"Scary Movie 4," which slipped to No. 2 with $17 
million in its second weekend, according to stu- 
dio estimates. 

The White House assassination tale "The Sen- 
tinel,” a 20th Century Fox thriller starring Michael 
Douglas, Kiefer Sutherland and Eva Longoria, 
opened in third place with $14.65 million. The 
‘weekend's other new major debut, Universal's 
George W. Bush-"American Idol" parody “Amert- 
can Dreamz" featuring Dennis Quaid and Hugh 
Grant, debuted a weak No. 8 with $3.7 million. 

‘Two-thirds of the audience for "Silent HIII" was 
under 25. 

Estimated ticket sales for Friday through Sun- 
day at US and Canadian theaters, according to 
Exhibitor Relations Co. Inc., official trackers: 

4) "Silent Hil” $20.2M; 2) "Scary Movie 4,” 
$17M; 3) "The Sentinel,” $14.65M; 4) "Ice Age: 
‘The Meltdown,” $12.8M; 5) "The Wild,” $8.05M; 
6) "The Benchwarmers," $7.3M; 7) “Take the 
Lead,” $4.25M; 8) "American Dreamz" and "In- 
side Man,” $3.7M (tie); 10) "Friends With Mon- 
ey,” $3.55M. AP 
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WARNING: OOZING WITH TERROR. 


Due to gory scenes__ 
& graphic content 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Sam 


ba si Toni?” 

"Well Sam said, “I do like her: Т like to get to 
know her parents frst—{ know that it’s very im- 
portant here in the Philippines.” 

"Their busy schedules have prevented them 
from spending enough time to know one anoth- 
er" the young man said. But it looks like they will 
finally get the chance starting next month, when 
they start shooting a romantic comedy movie un- 
der Star Cinema. 

Until then, he's а cheerful target for unabashed 
declarations of affection from admirers. During a 
concert recently in Tagaytay, shrieking Cavitefas 
‘competed for his attention—okay, even just a 
glance, When the winners of a raffle were called 
onstage, the emcee asked one of them, ‘Are you 
single?” the girl, named Ruth, took one heart- 
melting look at Sam and declared, “I was—but 
now Tim taken!” 


FR-18 | APPROVED W/O CUTS! 


CRAWLING WITH FEAR. 


this film is for —__ CREEPING WITH HORROR. 
adults only. 77 


Са 


GET READY FOR SLIME TIME! 


CATCH IT AT THE FOLLOWING CINEMAS: * 


UGLA 


F KIM ВА: 


IRIA 


TODAY! 


KISS ME, QUICK. Sam Milby and the Cavitefia fan named Ruth. 


“Silent Hill" 
debuted #1 at the 
U.S. boxoffice 


HOLLYWOOD-—Sold on its menacing atmosphere and twisted 
monsters, Sony Pictures’ special effects driven action/horror 
pic Silent Hill crept to an estimated $20.2 million at 2,926 
sites, claiming the most coveted #1 spot in North Americ: 

Based on a popular series of video games, the nearly 
$100 million budgeted film drew about as many moviegoers 
as Resident Evil and Underworld. Both pictures also 
featuring killer babes fighting evil were released by Sony’ 
Pictures in North America. 


Some comments from film critics: 

“The closest you'll get to actually having a night- 
mare in a movie theatre.” -- Keith Breese, rimerinic.com 

“A genuinely creepy and deeply disturbing expe- 
rience, as would be expected by fans of the games.” 
-- Edward Douglas, conuasaow ata 

“Tt wants to get under your skin and unnerve: 
you. It will. grab you, shake you, and even yank 
your skin clean off if that's what it takes to affect 
you." -- Moriarty, Avr rr coo 

“[The] first frigged-up, terrifyingly nonsensical 
hour... generates a wealth of shivery imagery that Г 
won't be able to soon forget. But, Lord, I think I may 
want to." -- Andrew Wright, т\к этнамонк (storia) 

Silent Hill truly is a feast for the eyes ~- pro- 
vided your eyeballs aren't too squeamish.” 
-- Scott Weinberg, ErttrekrTICA 


MOVIE evil 


nym.. 


From page A2 
Hollywood escapism thats done well enough. 
though not brilliantly” E! Online points out that 
its “a tired conflation of In the Line of Fire and 
"The Bodyguard” and that “it has already passed 
its sell by date.” 
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OPENING TODAY 


When a Stranger Calis 

Stars Camilla Belle, Tommy Flanagan, 
Derek De Lint 

Directed by Simon West 

This remake of a 1979 thriller starring Carol 
Kane feeds on a babysitter’s worst fears: being 


trapped in a house with a demented obscene 
phone-caller-slash killer and equally maddening 
kids. Phil Villareal of the Arizona Daily Star is at 
first leery because the directors previous works 
are"Con Ай” and "Lara Croft: Tomb Raider” "He's 
not exactly known as a paragon of restraint,” but 
he comes up with “a scary optimization of the 


THE ADVENTURE BEGINS TODAY! 
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2 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 


SENTINEL 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2006 


original... one of the premier horror films of re- 
cent years” Joe Leydon of Variety differs: “A big- 
gez yet blander, remake ... It doesn't help that the 
plot mechanics creak much too loudly and the 
shameless contrivances are all too obvious." Wes- 
ley Mortis of the Boston Globe gasps: “Even by the 
lowest standards, this із... fightless [and] cyni- 
cally made.” Lisa Rose of Newark Star-Ledger 
sumsit up, wryly: "Dial M for mediocre." 


The Wild 

With the voices of Kiefer Sutherland, Jim 
Belushi, Janeane Garofalo 

Directed by Steve “Spaz” Williams 

The plot of this Disney CGI flick sounds awfully 
familiar: New York zoo animals (a lion, giraffe, 
anaconda, koala and squirrel), who are already 
used to the cushy life, gets mistakenly transported. 
to the jungle. Frank Scheck of the Hollywood Re- 
porter protests: “Isn't it too soon for a 'Madagas- 
car remake? [It] is relentlessly loud and ultimate- 
lyexhausting" Jeanette Catsoulis of the New York. 
Times also notices the "narrative resemblance," 
but points out the difference in animation styles: " 
"Madagascar was all sharp edges and blocky slabs 
of uniform color, "The Wild’ is filled with softness 
and texture.” Jack Garner of the Rochester Demo- 
erat and Chronicle opines: "[It] offers consistent 
laughs, with fresh characters and writing.” 


Silent Hill 

‘Stars Radha Mitchell, Sean Bean, Laurie 
Holden, Jodelle Ferland 

Directed by Christophe Gans 

Adapted from a popular Konami Horror Sur- 
vival game, this spook- 
fest centers on a woman 
(Mitchell) who's desper- 
ate to save her dying 
daughter (Ferland). She 
finds herself trapped in. 
an alternate reality, a 
fog-clothed town of de- 
cay called Silent Hill, 
where she is joined by a 
policewoman (Holden) 
in the quest to save the 
child. Sean Clark reports 
in The Horror Channel 
website that the director “was concemed about 
how to transcribe darkness onscreen... I think its 
very interesting to use high definition [cameras] 
specifically for the Darkness dimension." Joshua. 
“Tyler of Cinemablend.com compares it to another 
video game-tumed-movie “Resident Evil": 105 
“tolerable, forgettable, horrible fun... If there's 
anything positive {about it], it's that Mitchell will 
get paid. This may not get her as much critical 
recognition, but itll probably buy her a nice house 
in Beverly Hills.” 
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‘Summer Fun for Moms & Kids 
Arts & Crafts Workshop 
April 28 to 30, 2006. 


A Day With An Artist. 
April 22 to 29, 2006 


Repertory Philippines presents TWO & TWO MAKE SEX 
at REP's Globe Theater - April 21, 22, 23. 28, 
For inquiries, pis. сай 687-0710 


30, May 5.687 


Registration Is now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 
‘Summer Art Festival Workshop 2006 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit wwwayalamuseum.org 


а MUSEUM 


STRANGER CALLS 


EW YOUR TEMES N AWANE NEVI 


vise our in CLDRIETTA 4. 
GREENBELT З. ALABANG TOWN CENTER. 
MARHET! MARHETI 
and ААА CENTER CEBU Cinemas 
Or log on Ło 
WWW.SUBSEBLS.COR 
For web reservation. 
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Michael Douglas stars as Kiefer Suther- 
land in a big-screen clone of “24,” play- 
ing a federal agent caught up in a lurid tale of 
illicit passion, presidential assassination and 
an agent on the run. Special guest star: Kiefer 
Sutherland. 
Adapted from the novel by former Secret 
Service agent Gerald Petievich, “The 
Sentinel" delivers modest action at best. 


1“ ANGELES—IN “THE SENTINEL,” 


e PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


ENTERTAINMENT 


footage of the assassination attempt on Ronald 
Reagan, and we learn that Douglas Secret Ser- 
vice agent Pete Garrison took a bullet that day 
proteeting the president. 

Sutherland plays David Breckinridge, a high- 
strung but methodical agent. Garrison recom- 
mends to protege Jill Marin (Eva Longoria) 

that she sign on to work with Breckinridge, 

an ace investigator. 


А decent episode of Sutherland's "24" REVIEW Bad сору 


packs more and better action sequences 
in less than half the movie's running 
time, 

The plot is silly, the characters are shallow, 
and one of the interpersonal entanglements— 
details of which well withhold for conspiracy 
buffs interested in catching the movie—is bè- 
yond outlandish 

‘Along with the story, the central characters 
and their relationships are cliched and con- 
trived. Director Clark Johnson opens with 


Garrison's now a revered veteran as- 
signed to protect the president's wife 
(Kim Basinger), an impossibly hot first 

lady despite her perpetually dour demeanor. 

‘A snitch puts Garrison onto a plot to kill the 
president (David Rasche, whose cheery bland- 
ness suggests not so much the leader of the free 
‘world as a politely efficient K-Mart garden-sup- 
plies manager). 

So big-screen “24” turns into bad copy of 
“The Fugitive” as Garrison goes on the lam, try- 


= — 


Michael 
( Douglas stars 
as Kiefer 
5 Sutherland in 
abigacreen 


landish entanglements 


ing to prove his innocence while eluding an in- 
competent gaggle of SS agents. 

“He is smarter than all of you,” Breckinridge 
tells the goon squad pursuing Garrison. "You 
are chasing your worst nightmare.” You'd never 
know that from the boring interplay Johnson 
and screenwriter George Nolfi concoct. 

In her first major movie role, “Desperate 
Housewives" star Longoria looks great in her 
very chic fed attire. Beyond that, she barely reg- 
isters, coming off as faint reflection of Jodie Fos- 
ter in "The Silence of the Lambs.” 

The movie might have worked better if Dou- 
glas and Sutherland had swapped roles. 


Douglas exudes а tightly wound efficacy that -| 
might have been more appropriate for Breckin- 


ridge. 

‘And while Sutherland's not old enough tà 
have taken a bullet for Reagan, it certainly 
would have livened up the movie to see hinin. 
the fugitive role, running off half-cocked like 
Jack Bauer 
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‘Tristan and Isolde’ 
a tale as old as time | 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


ESPITE DISCARDING 
D the magical elements 
integral to the myths of 

the forbidden lovers ‘Tristan 
and Isolde (or Iseult), the film this is just part of a fake truce 
translation works quite well in further divide the disorganized 
presenting the timeless tale ‘British tribes. Tristan, of course] 
that very likely inspired the wins on behalf of his adoptive fa- 
classic love angles of the ther Marke (Rufus Sewell), un 
Arthurian legends and “Romeo aware that Isolde was actually 
and Juliet" “Tristan and Isol- the Irish princess. But aft 
de” is more grounded in reali- . Marke and Isolde's wedding, 
ty as а sword-and-sandal the pretty young things se! 
period piece, ab ‚ cretiy keep in touch, inl 
ough one might жю. 
wonder ow. it REVIEW: “franco” Бакет 
would've been had fan- ; barely-there accent falter 
tastical elements such from tine to time; main. 
as dragons, giants tains his plucky pres 
and love potions ence, and is gallantry personified, 
made it an effects-heavy The character Tristan doesn’ 
sword-and-soreery extrava- stray too far from the imperfect 
ganza. hero mold, however, and the des 
But there are different per. porate but occasionally impis 
mutations of the legend all [ide is extremely predictable 
over Europe, which allows for Yes the gorgeous pairing can bd 
Aexibility, anyway. Some of its dreadfully uninteresting at times, 
core elements, such as the pait put the love triangle with th 
of ill-fated lovers—played by compassionate and painfully jus 
James Franco and Sophia Marke spices things up accord 


Myles—are presented here аз jn, 
М gly. Sewell makes a welcome 
feasibly flawed but standard- dignified soul, surprisingly. 


issue mythological characters. “She 
к project was supposed t 
Tristan, an orphaned British have been directed by Ridle 
Anighs and olde, daughter of Scott, who ultimately opted to be 
cruel Irish King Donnchadh co.executive producer instead. 
(David Patrick O'Hara), unex- Bit Kevin Reynolds’ competent 
pectedly meet during the direction, while less viscerally at 
height of hostilities between tuned and less focused on gran 
З nations. speedily, ig. Plcedbaths, works in emphasiz 
ey hit it off speedily, ig- ing the emotional aspects of the 
noring the war in their secret story (penned by Dean Geor 
seaside love nest. But both of P “4 
them soon realize that the rela- eie ane better cid, es 
oct end Me a ап about passion and betrayal, but 
rangement. Their tale has al Тагар & Isolde” is at least like 


the trappings of the usual trag- 
icromance; justadd a series of le, accessible and quite sexy. 


political repercussions for good 
measure. 

The misogynist King Donn- 
chadh unhesitatingly raffles of 
Isolde to be the bride of the Brit 
baron whe wins his suspicious in 
vitational gladiatorial mateh. Bu 


‘PBB’ teens ‘artistahin’ with glowing skin, lean bodies 


Froth page A2-1 


end: at least three streets on the loop 
where a stage that evoked the interior of 
а warehouse—complete with a giant ex- 
haust fan spinning in slow mo in the 
Background —had been built in front of 
the ABS-CBN building on Eugenio Lopez 
Drive. A stone's throw ‘away was the 
“PBB” house. 

‘The opening number featured a dance 
performance by the top four housemates 
in the first season of PBB and the celebri- 
ty edition’s top four, 

First-batch housemates Nene, Jayson, 
ass and Uma, and celebrity housemates 
Keanna; Zanjoe, John and Bianca danced 
to the tunes of "Pinoy Ako,” the shows 
anthem, and “Sikat ang Pinoy,” the 
celebrity edition’s theme. 

The band Itchyworms followed with 
their rendition of the teen edition theme, 
“Kabataang Pinoy.” 

Cue in host Mariel Rodriguez, who re- 
placed Toni Gonzaga. Clad in tight black 
jeans with silver chains hanging from the 
belt hooks plus a backless black top, and 
made up with silver biue eye shadow, 
Mariel made her entrance on a motorbike, 

Bianca, who will be doing "PBB Up- 
dates" and “Uplate” for the teen edition, 
‘was sweaty and still breathless from the 
dance number when she joined Mariel 
onstage for hosting chores. 

The housemates then made a group 
entrance, riding pillion on motorbikes, 
faces hidden under helmets. 

‘And what beautiful faces they turned. 
out to bel The housemates are all artis- 
tahin, or moviestar material, as they 

E 
When the helmets were discarded for 


FRED Payawan 


ғнотохвүнооа нотом 


shows, the teen housemates were = 


brought to the Big Brothers house in 
pairs. 

The live introduction of the house- 
mates was preceded by a video clips en- 
hanced by Mangga-like anime characters 
that sought to define each one's charac- 
тет. For example, a princess-like charac- 
ter was used to establish what would 
seem to be the fairy-tale life of Assurip- 
tionista Nida Atienza, and a sword repre- 
sented the discipline-driven lifestyle of 
Fred Payawan, an officer in his school's 
(Colegio de San Agustin) military train- 
ing corps. 

Not all the housemates are as privi- 
leged as Fred and Nida, and Michael Lee, 
an honor student at the Ateneo de Mani- 
1а. Most of them are teens on the edge, 
some from broken homes. 

Matthew Evans is searching for the 
‘American father he has never met. Jamil- 
1а Obispo, 18, is an unwed mother who 
needs to have her child operated on fora 
cleft palate. 

After the show, "PBB" director Lauren 
Dyogi predicted that a male housemate 


the great reveal, there were no zits in 
sight, no sweat rings under the armpits, 
no hair out of place—only perfect teeth 
and perfect smiles, glowing skin, lean 
bodies and youthful exuberance. 

‘The teen housemates are, in order of 
their appearance on stage: Gerald An- 
derson and Nida Atienza, Michael Lee 
and Kim Chiu, Bam Romana and Olyn 
Membian, Fred Payawan and Claredes 
Cabiguin, Aldred Gatchalian and Mikki 
Arceo, Matthew Evans and Jamilla Obis- 


NINA Atienza 


After six of the housemates were intro- 
duced, the show gave way to a show- 
down between ex-celebrity housemate 
Budoy and his band Jr Kilat and Brown- 
man Revival. They two bands traded 
songs, whipping the live audience into 
fever-pitch excitement. 

‘The finale was another showdown 
among the band Sandwich, Kevin Roy 
and Cookie Chua, who dished out a se- 
ries of youth-empowerment songs, 

Unlike in the two previous “PBB” 


e 


DN BEGINS 


“ Missionimpos: 


would be this edition's winner, 

Asked how he picked out 12 out of 
30,000 hopefuls who auditioned, Dyogi 
said he had considered character before. 
looks. 

"This show is all about life and how re- 
al people live it amidst tasks and chal- 
lenges,” he explained. "This batch just 
happens to be beautiful, too." 

The top teen will receive P1 million in 
cash, a condo unit, a computer livelihood 
package, a grand tour of four local 
tourist destinations, and the chance to 
become the next show biz teen idol. 
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Imports up 4.6% in February to $3.36B 


Increase traced 7 сс 
е : : CuRRENCIES 
to high oil prices 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE COUNTRY'S IMPORTS ROSE 4.6 PERCENT 
to $3.36 billion in February, reversing the decline 
during the same period last year, but economists 
said the growth was accounted largely by the in- 
crease in oil prices rather than a pick-up in eco- Saget Nene МЕ 
nomic activity. DET & 


NS Imports of electronics, which of the total import bill for the 
GLOBE SUPPORTS LUMAD are mainly raw materials forfin- month. 


‘sof Spm. Aor 25,2006 _ 
Globe Telecom recently gathered representatives from Lumad communitiesin Davao Cityfora ished products intended forex. "Ме normally use data on im- a 
eeicedprogamon farming and vegetable processing In photo are (from lefi): Datu Luis Lambac, ports, declined 1.1 percent year- por (especially of capital goods ME nasos т 
Datu George Mandahay, Datu Ruben Labawan, Datu Arthur Ali, Datu Joel Ипай, and Globe CEO omysar to $1.61 billion. Elec- and electronics) as a signal © 
Gerardo Ablaza у: tronics accounted for 48 percent IMPORTS/B2 Asof pm. Apri 25,2006 _ 
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wars Meralco cuts first-quarter loss to P748M reste 


S By AbigsilL. Ho es quarter had it not been for ing at least P500 milion, excu- AS withthe past quarters, ue STOCK MARKET 


the Pl.4billion provision it sive of the 32-percent tax shield, commercial sector led overall 
DRIVEN BY GROWTH IN ELEC- booked for probable losses stem- for losses that an unfavorable de- growth, with volume increasing 
tricity sales, the Lopezled Manila ming from a pending Supreme cision could bring. by 6 percent in the January- 


Electric Co. cut its first-quarter net Court decision. For 2005, Meralco booked a March period. 
Winston: loss to P748 million from P22 bi- The high tribunal upheld a Р5.9-ЫШоп provision for proba- Power demand from the trans- 
{BDO isthe  lioninthesameperiodlastyear. Court of Appeals ruling nullifying ble losses, causing it to suffer aa port sub-segment rose 30.4 per- =l 
г h Revenues jumped 14.2 percent the Energy Regulatory Commis- net loss of P411 million despite a сет, fueled by the increasing rid- woh uu Rowe 
drunken to PAL billion from close to son's approval of Meralco’s un- ld.9-percentrevenueincrease. ership of the Light Вай Transit ERIS. 
buyer /B3 ?365 bilion in the first three bundled rates. In the first three months of the lines 1 and 2 and the Edsa Metro = 
months of 2005 as electricity vol- This also effectively nullified year, Meralco managed to grow Rail Transit 3. Stocks down on oil fears 
А ume increased 4.2 percent. ап ERC-approved rate increase of power sales by 4.2 percent to ‘The full operation of five new SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.8-PERCENT LOW- 
Gov't to buy | "na fling with the Securities 17 centavos per kilowatt-hour 5824 gigawatthours (GWh), SM malls caused demand from  — eryesterday on profit-taking sparked by con- 
| back Brad and Exchange Commission, the (kWh). drivenmostlybyincreasesinone- the retail trade sub-segment to ‘cers that soaring oil prices would force the 
у Gistribution utility said it would Meralco earlier said that every day power sales to the industrial jumpby25.l percent. ‘Government to suspend а кусае taxon Ё 
ibonds /B4 have generated a net income of month untiltheissuance of the f- sector, and increased demand Тһе continued proliferation of STOCKS/B4 
P179 million at the close of the nal decision, it would be provid- during the hot summer: months. MERALCO/ B2. 


The Winning Element at Harte-Hanks 


Texan Contact Center Opens New PLDT-Enabled Facility 


F ortherecentlyopened400- — focused marketing opportunities as 


plus зем Hare-Hanks well as Customer Relations 
Philippine contact center, Management solutions including 
This was just the beginning. Riding call centers. 
on the most stable bedrock of PLDT Their Philippine facility 
telecommunications infrastructure, located at Market! Market! Mall in 
this leading worldwide direct- Taguig is just the latest in their 
marketing firm also plans to launch growing international division 
more than 600 seats in the future. They also have operations in 
“The Harte-Hanks expan- Shanghai, and Australia among 
sion is scheduled to take place later оет. 
this year, in August or September; “One of the main reasons 
said Jason Cavo, Harte-flanks’ we chose the Philippines is the 
Managing Director in Manila, The quality of the workforce,” said 
future growth will be driven by Harte-Hanks Senior Vice President 
existing customers, focused on and Corporate Officer David 
gaming and internet security, long Skidmore, “In our opinion, they 
"with new business in the B2B and ensure more competent customer 
B2C spaces. As Cavo puts it, handling better than other low-cost 
"Common reasons customers call markets." 
our contact center include new Considering its plans 1o further 
hardware setup and technical expand the customer service center 
troubleshooting, which are driven im the near future, Harte-Hanks is 
by the success of our clients" prepared to equip its personnel with 
marketing and sales initiatives.” a telecommunications network that 
With the — growing will cater to the large and fast- 
popularity of online gaming, new approaching influx of local and 
hardware releases, as well as other international service calls with 
related high technology products ease. This is where PLDT comes in. 
and services, customer servicing With PLDT's top of the 
needs are seen to increase substan- line infrastructure and customized 
Шу over ће next few months. business solutions, Harte-Hanks 
Empowered Harte-Hanks contact should continue to progress effort 
enter agents assist in simple step- lesly inio the future. "Large Manager Jeff Mendoza, “We are cooperation between a multi- 
by-step set-up procedures and сап contact cenlers are very dynamic tailoring the network and business national marketing company and the leading 
even биссйу access customer file work environments and the appro- solutions of Harte-Manks to adapt lelecommunications provider is just the begin- 
registres for clean-up and mainte priate technology is needed for to its plan of continued develop- ning ofa successful and long-lasting relationship. 
nance. them tobe able to flourish. Ourgoal ment without compromising The future has a Jot in store for Harte-I tanks, and 
Harte-Hanks describes is to provide Harte-Hanks with a quality." PLDT has made it clear they are equipped to meet it head-on and roll with 
itself as a "world- {elecommunications that they are going to be with the the punches, with absolutely no worries at all 
wide, direct and network that will be corporation every step of the way, 
targeted marketing “One of the able to evolve at the аз it continues to make an impres- 
company that main reasons same расе as they sion on the world of marketing 
provides direct we chose the do and retain the MAL PLDT, we always 
marketing services Philippines is excellent quality of make it a point to provide respon- 
and shopper adver- AAAI IO says Jovy sive solutions to corporate clients at 
КАКЕЙ ihe workforce, Hemandez, PLDT every step of their development, 
то a wide range of Sales Business from startup to expansion and 
local, regional, ead. beyond," said PLDT SVP and Head 
national, and international “Competent customer for Corporate Business Group, Eric 
‘consumer and business-lo-business handling entails being flexible R. Alberto. “Innovation is a comer- 
markets" enough io meet the increasing stone strategy in our business; more 
‘The San Antonio, Texas- number of customers and the new remarkably, its pace is encourag- 
based firm which traces в roots to demands they bring with them,” ingly gaining momentum with new i. Senior Vice-President David Skidmore ^ AbouttogoLIVETheHarte Hanks facilty onthe eve 
newspaper publishing now delivers adds PLDT Senior Relationship technologies. утте уе vite да юр 
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PLDT Seles Business Head Jovy Hernandez with PLDT SVP and Head for Corporate Business Group Eric R. Alberto, Harte Hanks Managing Director 
Jason Cavo and Harte Hanks Director of Operations Banjamin Chacko;at extreme right, PLDT Senior Relationship Manager Jeff Mendoza. 
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Customs reforms urged to plug collection leakages 


Solon says importers seek ports with lowest tax rates 
THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS Lied 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2006 


bitrage opportunities for im- 
porters to flock to the ports where 
the collectors were perceived to 
be the most lenient. 

‘Teves, whose son Margarito is 
finance secretary, launched a new 
book, "Ways and Means for Tax 
Collection Efficiency,” on his 86th 
birthday celebration here. Asked 
which among his proposals could 
be immediately implemented to 
shore up government revenues, 
he said it would be to correct sys- 
temic errors in Custom: 

“Do you know that every Cus- 
toms collector is a kingdom by 


himself? Nobody interferes with 
him, how he will charge duties, 
how much he will charge for VAT 
(value-added tax). Whatever de- 
cision the collector does, it goes," 
‘Teves told reporters. 

"There's a system now of fo- 
rum-shopping. One importer will 
go from one port to another and 
ask the collectors and look for the 
cheapest,” he said. 

Teves said the system was not 
exactly illegal but was a gray area 
indisputably detrimental to the 
government’ fiscal consolidation 
efforts. 


Teves noted that the Customs 
recently uncovered a big case 
where the imported shipment 
was brought to Manila, then to 
Cebu and even Cagayan de Oro 
but was finally unloaded in 
Batangas because it was cheapest 
to do so in that port. 

“Why are the ports competing 
with each other? One importer 
could go to either port depending 
onthe arrangement,” he said. 

Teves has called for the cre- 
ation of an agency that would 
identify the type of taxes and du- 
ties ona standard basis. 


DUMAGUETE CITY—THE COUN- 
пуз most senior House represen- 
tative has called for urgent action 
to plug collection leakages in the 
Bureau of Customs caused by 
widespread “forum-shopping” for 
ports where importers could get 
away with the lowest duties and 
taxes. 

Rep. Herminio Teves (3rd dis- 
trict, Negros Oriental) told visit- 
ing business reporters the discre- 
tionary powers vested on Cus- 
toms collectors had opened up ar 
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Meralco cuts first-quarter ... 


From page Bl 


Imports ... ње 


whether the economy is doing all right. But in 
this case, high oil prices are what mainly 
drove the growth in imports,” said Victor Abo- 
Ja, economist from the University of Asia and 
the Pacific 

Benchmark Dubai crude averaged at 
$57.61 a barrel in February, reflecting a 44- 
percent jump from the $39.87 in the same 
month a year ago. 

‘According to the National Statistics Office, 
top imports aside from electronics were: min- 
eral fuels, lubricants and related materials, 
which amounted to $524.83 million in Febru- 
ary; industrial machinery and equipment, 
$138.85 million; transport equipment, 
$135.34 million; cereals and cereal prepara- 
tions, $88.94 million, and telecommunica- 
tion equipment and electrical machinery, 
$58.34 million. 

The United States was the Philippines’ 
biggest source of imports, accounting for 
$573.56 million of the total import bill for 
February. Other major sources of imports 
were Japan, Singapore, Taiwan, China, Saudi 
Arabia, Korea, Thailand, Malaysia, and Hong 
Kong, the NSO said. 

With exports earlier reported to have 
reached $3.44 billion in February, the coun- 
try's balance of trade for the month posted a 
surplus of $88 million, the first monthly sur- 
plus recorded since December 2004. 

Romulo Neri, director general of the Na- 
tional Economic and Development Authority 
(Neda), said that a trade surplus was a wel- 
come development, but admitted that a one- 
month surplus had no significant bearing yet 
‘on the economy. 

“The trend is still not very clear and exports 
need to grow more vigorously,” he said. 

Exports in February actually represented a 
14.8-percent year-on-year growth, higher than 
the government's full-year target of 8 percent. 

Dennis Arroyo, Neda director for policy 
and planning, earlier said the healthy growth 
їп exports in February raised hopes that the 
country would recover this year from the 
slowdown in global demand for electronics 
last year. 


tered a 5.4-percent growth in the 
first quarter, led by the paper 
manufacturing, plastics manufac- 
turing and electrical machinery 
sub-sectors. 

Residential sales also managed 
а 1.3-percent growth after sever- 
al months of volume declines. 


call centers and other business 
process outsourcing (BPO)-relat- 
ed activities resulted in a 2.8-ре 
cent demand growth from the re- 
tate sector. 
The industrial sector also regis- 
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{ CALLTHE INQUIRER CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE 


Great Business Opportunity 
Open an Affiliate office with us to offer 
EMPLOYMENT & IMMIGRATION SERVICES 

to Canada & US. Help us create Online 

“Video Resumes” of qualified 

people for hundreds of our jobs. 


+ easy to operate 
+ multipurpose use for home, office 
and commercial applications 


29, 


SHREDDERS 


+ convenient “fast - easy to use + convenient «high security 


RS Royal . 
(2 19 Sovereign 


See job postings one & for more informa 
www.cv.tviv email:jeffrey@cv.tv 
Tel: 416-601-9111 
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GETTING YOU STARTED. — 


Square One: Preparing a Winning Business Plan 

© back to basics in sarang your business and prepare a road map for your success. A 
comprehensive and fective business plan is the starting key to a successful start-up! 
Pointers on how to present your business plan are also included here 
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Evaluating Franchising Opportunities 

You ve set some funds aside. You want to start working for yourself! What do you do? 
Majo geta franchise? Tap the wide range of anle and select the right franchise for 
be yor opor 

Ateneo de Manila University GROWING YOUR BUSINESS... 


John Gokongwei School Of Management 
ENTREPRENEURIAL ACADEMY 2006 


‘Counting Your Eggs: Introduction to Accounting Principles 
‘Account is a basic survival ool for any business person Use accountng to keep score 
‘of your business. More importan, understand what the numbers mean. 


May 17 Wed & 19 Fri Mornings 
Del Darwin Yu. 
pe 
errem] 
prr 


Work beer and smarter with the Ateneo Entrepreneurial 
‘Academy. Crafted with the entrepreneur in mind, this 
Seminar-workshop series is designed to help you run your 
business better by covering both theoretical framework 
and practical knowledge on increasing productivity, avoiding. 


common business mistakes, and making smarter decisions 
А high powered line-up of speakers and resource persons 
share their experiences, their training and their insights to 
help you with your busines. 


Who should attend: 


Entrepreneurs, their managers, and key 
laying 


members of ther staff who have dir sights set on bulding ther business and 
Ve groundwork for an organization that wil st. 


VENUE: All sessions will be conducted ät the John Gokongwel School of Management 
Ateneo de Manila University, Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights, Quezon City 


Early Bird Rate: P3,150 (until May 10 only!) 
Regular Rate: P3,500 
Avail of the 4*1 Incentive! 
FOR COMPANIES: Register four (4) representatives from your company for the series and you get an 


‘additional one (I) representative to join them for FREE! 
FOR INDIVIDUALS: Register for four (4) sessions and get a Sth session FREE! 


Build your business, hone your skills. 


Call 849-6911 and register now! 


“brought to you by 
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BUSINESS LOAN 


17 Wed & 19 Fri Afternoons 
B rare u 


Map 24 Wed 6 Fri Afternoons 
fto Tanchoco 


29 Monday 
Hel Nanette Bison. 
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Achieving Your Financial Targets: Managerial Accounting 
Do you know if youre making money? You have good sls but no cash in the bank! Equip 
yourself with the analytical tools to relate operational decisions to the bottom ine. 


Personal Touch: Effective Human Resource Management for SMEs 
Grow the business and minimize the fuss. Put together a healthy and productive. 
organization. improve your ability to manage your human resource effectively and feel its 
effect on the bottomine! 


Streamline Your Operations: Managing Your Inputs 
Reduce costs and тате profits by knowing and understanding materials management 
and inventory operations design and economic order quantity in your operations! 


Managing Your Logistics 

Don't get wrong footed by increasingly complex requirements in your business. Do you 
are issues with transportation and handing of finished goods! Understand scheduling, 
routing selection and unit load handing! 


Cutting a Deal: Financing and Funding Sources for Your Business 
Ready and set but can't go Use financial institutions to raise capital for your growing 
company. Orders up to here but can't buy the materiais? What do you do! Tak to your 
friendiy and helpful banker! 


FAMILY BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 


Restaurant Management 

So you want to go ito the food business! Everybody says K's the опу business worth 
gang inco in these ficit times. Lear the basies ofthe rade Assess and understand the 
marker station 


Strategic Planning and Professionalizing the Business 

As busnesses grow in зле and complent the famiy needs to sort out the relationship 
between йе famiy ree and the organizational char! Learn about strateges for 
proessonalangfamaly businesses. 


Crafting Your Family Constitution 
Тыз encapsulates the founder's bees and ideals. Carve it in stone! This Е the road map. 
that provides the guidance for the subsequent generations to оон 


TRAVEL 
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Winston: BDO is the ‘drunken’ buyer 


IN A BIZARRE TWIST, WINSTON GARCIA, 
GSIS president and Equitable PCIBank vice 
chait, has revealed that the “drunken” buyer 
offering to acquire Equitable PCIBank at P95 
ashare is none other than Banco de Oro itself. 

‘An indignant Garcia made the disclosure to the 
Securities and Exchange Commission in answer 
to the SEC demand that Garcia reveal the identity 
of his buyer(s) for the Equitable PCIBank. 
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DO YOU NEED COST - EFFECTIVE 
COLLEGE ENROLLMENT AND 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS ? 


We can help you! 
DIOMAMPO CONSULTING CORPORATION 


ЭР LEGASPI SUITES, 178 Salcedo St, Legaspi Vilaga, Makati Сту 
та Nos. 6182414 8104490 «8180720 Fax No. 8193284 dee@plétdsLnet 


COcKTALES 
found he words 


2 FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 


Victor C. Agustin 


forts are directed toward ensuring that the 
seven entrances to the FBDC properties in our 


"Banco de Oro, a publicly listed company, se- 
cretly tendered a formal offer to GSIS to acquire 
its entire shareholdings in EPCIB at P92 per 
share a few weeks before its public offer to 
merge EPCIB" at PS6 a share, Garcia wrote. 
“This offer was subsequently increased to P95.” 

As proof, Garcia attached a copy of an e- 
mail purportedly sent by Banco de Oro presi- 
dent Nestor Tan. 

"Winston: Based on our discussion, I have 
drafted a Term Sheet for the share-swap 
transaction. Please let me know if this is what 
you are looking for. I can then discuss it with 
the Sy Family. Regards, Nestor," said the e- 
mail from nvtbdo@bdo.com.ph. 

Copies of Garcia's letter, along with the alleged 
BDO e-mail, were distributed during yesterday's 
stormy Equitable PCIBank board meeting. 

‘Apparently because of the boardroom 
stress, where board meetings are now al- 
legedly punctuated by high-pitched ex- 
changes, corporate secretary Luis Ma. Uranza 
tendered his resignation yesterday. 


Winston-Tessie meetings 

WINSTON Garcia and Teresita Sy have held at 
Teast two secret meetings in Hong Kong to dis- 
cuss the Equitable PCIBank sale, with no less 
than First Gentleman Mike Arroyo and his 
golf mate/stockbroker Vivian Yuchengco as a 
member of the entourage of the first meeting, 
according to the pro-Garcia grapevine. 

‘The first such meeting was held Dec. 19 at 
the Peninsula, where Arroyo, Yuchengco, DBP 
chair Reynaldo David and Sy treated the vic- 
torious Philippine Southeast Asian Games 
athletes to dinner. 

David confirmed the treat and the dinner, 
but said that he never saw Garcia in Hong 
Kong at that time. 

‘The second supposed meeting was held at 
the Marriott on March 25—incidentally, that 
was the same weekend Garcia called up Cock- 
tales, saying he was in Hong Kong to finalize 
details with his mysterious (“drunken,” ac- 
cording to one senior banker) buyer—where 
the SM heiress allegedly improved her P92 a 
share, SM Prime Holdings share-swap offer to 
Р95 a share, cash. 

Earlier, in February, Garcia allegedly also 
met with Henry Sy Jr. at the Westin Philippine 
Plaza to help persuade his elder sister to give 
in and sell the SM-BDO stake to Garcia and 
his mystery buyer. 

“If these accounts were correct, both GSIS 
and SM-BDO were willing to sell out to each 
other for P95 a share, considerably more than 
the PS6 a share that SM-BDO was offering in 
the proposed ‘merger of equals’ with Equi- 
table PCIBank," said Equitable PCIBank fel- 
low vice chair Ferdinand Martin Romualdez. 

“Lam stunned by the price discrepancy.” 


Ayala shoots down BCDA plan 

A PLAN by the government's Bases Conver- 
sion Development Authority to decongest 
McKinley Road by opening up the Pasay Road 
end of Dasmarifias Village and linking it with 
‘The Fort has been shot down by the Ayalas. 

‘Ayala Land senta statement to say that nei- 
ther their company nor their affiliate, Fort 
Bonifacio Development Corp., “nor any of its 
officers,” is behind such initiative. 

‘The statement, a reaction toa Monday item 
in this column, also branded as “incorrect” a 
claim that the Ayalas, in reference to the Zo- 
bel de Ayala family, were said to be supportive 
of the plan. 

‘The planned road, which is outside of the 
Ayala-controlled district in The Fort, is part of 
the BCDA master plan for the 440-hectare for- 
mer military base developed in the 1990s un- 
der then chair Rogelio Singson. 

‘The proposed road link would benefit the 
Dasmarifias homeowners who would escape 
the gridlock on McKinley Road by providing 
them with an alternative route to The Fort, 
said BCDA executive vice president Isaac 
Puno Il 

‘The proposed road link would be a limited- 
access road for Dasma residents, Puno said, 
adding that the funding for the project had al- 
ready been allocated by the Department of 
Public Works and Highways. 

‘According to the grapevine, the Philippine 
‘Army brass is supportive of the plan since the 
planned road would also fork off toward Pa- 
song Tamo and provide an alternative route 
for the Army housing complex being devel- 
oped by the Consunjis of DMCI. 

‘As well, Taguig Mayor Freddie Tinga is said 
to be in favor of the new road since it would 
also connect with Lawton Parkway and Com- 
mando Link Road, and provide an alternative 
access route to the proposed SEC and DTI of- 
fice complex. 

In explaining their opposition to the 
planned road link, Ayala Land said: "Our ef- 
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Ў Lesure Community 
For vilas, lois and club membership inquiries 
сәй (632) 728-7000 or (632) 892-3333. 
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WANT TO TRY AN AFFORDABLE WAY 
TO SEND MONEY ABROAD? 


With the Western Union SEND-MONEY-ABROAD Service, 


you can send money for as low as $14*. 


No additional 


charges and deductions to your receiver. What you send 


is what they get. 
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Gov't to buy back Brady bonds 


Cutting foreign 
debts by $411M 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO 
redeem in June some $411 worth of Brady 
bonds, which were supposed to mature in 
2017, saying the move was consistent with 
the goal of trimming down its debts. 

“This is a debt and liability management 
strategy,” said National Treasurer Omar Cruz 

Cruz explained that a reduction of the govem- 
ments existing foreign liabilities by $411 million 
‘would help improve the country’s credit image. 

He said the government's high level of li 
uidity and improving would enable it to re- 
deem the Brady bonds, which were dollar-de- 
nominated instruments issued in the United 
States by the Philippines in 1992. 

‘The bonds have an annual interest rate of 
6.5 percent. However, the government would 
pay only an interest rate of 3.25 percent on 
the $411 million worth of bonds since they 
‘would be redeemed in June this year. 

The bonds contain a call provision that 
gives the Philippine government the right to 
retire the bonds as long as the bondholders 
receive atleast 30 days notice. 

The $411 million worth of bonds represent 53 
percent of the $774 million worth of the total out- 
standing Brady bonds held by the government. 

Earlier, the government had retired $1.58 
billion of its total Brady Bonds holdings worth 
$3.348 billion. 

Fiscal authorities said the redemption of 
the bonds would lead to the release of some 
$256 million worth of collateral, which could 
be immediately turned into cash. The collat- 
eral is composed of zero coupon US treasuries 
and other assets. 

Cruz said the decision to exercise the call 
‘option, or the option to buy back the bonds 
prior to maturity, was in line with the govern- 
ments fiscal policy of reducing its depen- 
dence on foreign-denominated debts and rely 


more on domestic sources of credit. and PSE president Francis Шт. 


PRESIDENT Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo leaves the Phi 
City after gracing the bell-ringing ceremony to start the trading of new shares offered by 
Megaworld Corp. and the signing the Special Purpose Vehicle Act 
accompanied by (from left to right) PSE Chair Jose Vitug Trade Secretary Peter Favila 


ine Stock Exchange in Makati 
ill. The President is 
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BDO denies making formal offer to GSIS 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez Securities and Exchange Commis- 

sion on Monday that BDO secretly 
tendered a formal offer to acquire 
the GSIS' entire holdings in EPCIB 
at P92 a few weeks before its offer 
to merge with EPCIB. This offer 
was said to have been increased 
later to P95. 

In the same letter, Siazon said 
BDO deliberately omitted to dis- 
clase to the public, to the PSE and 
to the SEC that barely five weeks 
before its offer to buy EPCIB, it 
confidentially offered to buy the 
entire stake of the GSIS in EPCIB аг 
P92. On Nov. 29, BDO president 
Nestor Tan submitted a formal of- 
fer to GSIS president and general 
manager Winston Garcia to buy 
the lazers EPCIB shares at P92 per 
share. A copy of Tan's e-mail with 
am attached term sheet was sub- 
mitted to the SEC. 

Siazon also claimed that BDO, 


BANCO DE ORO UNIVERSAL 
BANK of the Sy family yesterday 
denied it had made a formal offer. 
to buy the Government Service 
Insurance System's 12.5-percent 
stake in Equitable PCI Bank. 

"We clarify that BDO has not ten- 
dered any formal offer to purchase 
the share holdings of GSIS in EPCIB 
whether at P92 or P95 per share be- 
fore BDO made its offer of a merger 
of equals with EPCIB,” Elmer Serra- 
no, BDO corporate information offi- 
cer told the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change (PSE) in a disclosure. 

Serrano also said BDO had 
“likewise not received any formal 
offer to buy its own shares in EP- 
CIB at the said price range.” 

The disclosure was made after 
GSIS chief legal counsel Leighton 
Siazon revealed in a letter to the 


‘Tan with Garcia.” 


PSBank Q1 profit up 203% 


through its chair and Teresita Sy, 
later improved the offer to Р95 
per share payable in two years. 

In a statement, the SM group 
sued a similar denial while admit- 
ting that the BDO president really 
sent the GSIS an e-mail on Nov. 29. 

SM group legal counsel Flo- 
rentino M. Herrera Ш said the e- 
mail of Tan to the GSIS contained 
a drafted term sheet for a five- 
year share swap and that this was 
"based on discussions made by 


He added that Tan made it 
clear in the same e-mail message 
that this is still subject to discus- 
sions with the Sy family" 

In the e-mail, Tan had added, 
“please let me know if this is what 
you are looking for. I can then dis- 
‘cuss it with the Sy family” 

“There is absolutely nothing, 
even by any stretch of imagina- 


PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK, THE COUNTRY'S 
second biggest thrift bank, said its net income in 
the first quarter soared 203 percent to P356.6 
million from P117.5 million in the same period 
lastyear. 

This was attributed largely to trading 
gains, bank president Pascual M. Garcia Ш 
said in a briefing yesterday. 

Net interest income in the first quarter rose 
5.2 percent to P613 million while incomes 
from fee-based services and the sale of repos- 
sessed properties more than tripled to P646 
million from P147 million 

For the entire year, the bank expects to 
grow its net income to P813 million from 
646.4 million in 2005. 

‘Consumer loan growth in the first quarter 


was placed at between 14 and 16 percent. Fur- 
therloan growth is expected to come from fami- 
lies of overseas Filipino workers as they avail 
themselves of more vehicle and housing loans. 

PS Bank’s total assets improved 13 percent, the 
bulk of which came from customer loans which 
dimbed to P29.4 billion from P27 billion. Total 
deposits also rose 7.9 percent to P46.1 billion. 

"Total liabilities rose to P46.13 billion as of 
the first quarter, partly as a result of the com 
pletion of the bank's P2 billion Tier 2 unse- 
cured subordinated debt. 

The bank is also set to list on the stock ex- 
change 22.4 million shares at P33.50 apiece 
оп May 4 which has raised P751 million in 
new capital for the bank from a stock rights 
offer completed last Friday. 


JAPAN CREDIT RATING AGENCY LTD. 
(ICRA), which guides Japanese business- 
men in their investment decisions, said it 
had revised its outlook on Philippine debts 
from "negative" to "stable" on account of 
the implementation of the VAT Reform Law 
and the perceived improvement in the po- 
litical environment. 

А "stable" outlook boosts the country's 
chances of getting a credit ratings upgrade. 
from the Japanese agency. 

Currently, JCRA assigns a BBB- (triple B. 
minus) to both the country's domestic and 
foreign currency long-term senior debts. 

Ina statement, JCRA said the Arroyo ad- 
ministration had survived a “critical situa- 
tion, with the impeachment charges 
against the President already rejected and 
the Supreme Court ruling validating the 
constitutionality of the VAT law. 

‘The VAT Reform Law expanded the cov- 
erage of the value-added tax since last 
November and increased the VAT rate from 


RP eyes credit-rating 
upgrade from Japan firm 


10 to 12 percent starting February. The law 
is expected to generate for the government 
P75 billion in additional revenue. 

The Japanese credit rating agency ac- 
knowledged the coup threats which forced 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to tem- 
porarily declare a state of emergency last 
Feb. 24. It, however, stressed that the ad- 
ministration was able to avert the possible 
political crisis as the state of emergency 
was lifted a week after. 

“Political uncertainty may persist as long 
asthere remains the mechanism of anti-gov- 
ernment forces taking advantage of dissatis- 
fied elements in the military" JCRA said. 

1t said, however, that for a coup plot to 
succeed, anti-government forces should 
have a strong personality as a leader and 
that military actions should be supported 
by the public. 

“These conditions are less likely to be 
metatthe present,"itsaid. Michelle V 
Remo 


tion, to conclude (anything) from 
the e-mailed talking points (or) 
draft sent to Garcia (or) any sug- 
gestion of a firm offer to acquire. 
the GSIS-held EPCIB stock," Her- 
rera said in the statment. 

However, this five-year share 
swap draft proposal was rejected 
by the GSIS, Herrera said. 

"When the draft was rejected by 
the GSIS last year, BDO said it 
"made the next move” last Jan. 9 , 
announcing a proposal for a 
merger between BDO and EPCIB. 

Herrera expressed regrets that 
the core issue in the letter of the 
SEC to the GSIS, which is for the 
GSIS to name its unknown buyer, 
has been sent to the back burner. 

“It appears that the long dead 
and rejected e-mailed draft letter 
of Tan to Garcia has been put to 
use as a distraction and diver- 
sion,” SM's legal counsel said. 


Stocks down ... 


From page Bl 


petroleum products, dealers said. 

Suspending the 12-percent value-added tax 
(VAT) on fuel would ease pressure on pump 
prices and inflation generally but it would also 
mean lower revenues for the government, 
which is struggling to control its budget deficit. 

A recent improvement in the government's 
finances has been the main reason for the 
pick-up in the stock market of late but further 
progress could be put in doubt by the soaring 
import bill for oil. 

‘The composite index lost 17.93 points to 
2,232.55 after trading between 2,225.42 and 
2,250.52. Volume was 3.29 billion shares 
worth P2.82 billion. 

“The broader all-shares index fel 6.10 points to 
1,099.33 with all sub-indices ending in the red. 

Losers outnumbered gainers 80 to 21, with 
46 stocks unchanged. 

Some officials have been calling for the sus- 
pension of the sales tax on oil products to alle- 
viate the effects of rising crude prices. 

“Investors got jittery over the possible sus- 
pension of the VAT on petroleum,” said Astro 
del Castillo of First Grade Holdings. 

“This is not a good alternative. We should 
remember that the reason for the market's ex- 
emplary performance (earlier) is because of 
the government's determination to carry out 
fiscal reforms,” he said. AFP 


Cocktales 


From page B3 
current plan are as well-designed and efi- 
ciently operated as possible. 


Heard through the grapevine 
IF YOU want to see and meet Supreme Court jus- 
tices literally disrobed, you have better chances of 
bumping into and talking to them in the Manila. 
Golf Club locker room rather than in Padre Башга. 
Last Saturday top corporate lawyer Alfon- 
so "Boy" Reyno hosted a private golf game for 
select Supreme Court justices, after earlier 
hosting a welcome party for a new justice. 
(Email: cocktales pdiopldtdsl.net or cock- 
tales pdiGyahoo.com) 
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seen; costs up 30% 


Supply squeeze, rising 
By Ronnel W. Domingo 


STEEL INDUSTRY PLAYERS YESTERDAY 
warned of impending hikes in the prices of 
steel products due to the tight global supply 
and rising cost of raw materials in the world 
market. 

Wellington Y. Tong, president of the Philip- 
pine Iron and Steel Industry, said in a briefing 
that the cost of reinforcing bars or billets, 
cold-rolled coils and steel stabs have gone up 
by between 30 percent and 35 percent. 

“The local industry is very import depen- 
dent and a rise in international prices can on- 
ly mean (a parallel move) in local prices,” 
‘Tong said. 

He said the continued uptrend in prices 
was due to “pockets of areas with acute sup- 
ply shortage” resulting from an accident in 
Brazil and production cutbacks in Europe as 
‘well as Asia. 

‘Tong added that local prices could go up 
because of the industry's dependence on en- 
ergy and transportation, the costs of which 
are likewise climbing. 

Even then, the Pisi chief said local sales 
were holding up because of steady demand 
from builders of medium-height buildings. 

Demand, however, was still low compared 
tothe 19905. 

“Sales of long products such as bars and 
rods grew between 5 percent and 7 percent in. 


demand blamed for rise 


2005," Tong said. "Sales of flat products like 
sheets decreased slightly, while demand prod- 
ucts used for food packaging was maintained." 

Ina related development, the Tin Can Man- 
ufacturers Association of the Philippines Inc. 
said prices of their products might go up by 
about 6 percent due to difficulties in securing 
supply of tin plates. 

ТСМАРІ president Henry A. Tafiedo said 
can makers buy all their tin plates from 
abroad-usually from the United States, Japan, 
South Africa, Australia and Taiwan. 

Tin plates currently fetch $950 a metric 
ton. 

“Our suppliers are telling us that their 
prices may move by the middle or the latter 
part of May" he said. “This could mean an in- 
crease in local prices to P3.30 for a size 202 
can or the size used for sardines.” 

Size 202 tin cans make up bulk of local de- 
mand or about 800 million pieces a year, he 
said. 

However, Tafiedo clarified that the 20-cen- 
tavo hike would mean a return to price levels 
in October 2005 when TCMAPI first an- 
nounced plans to raise the price for a size 202 
can by 16 centavos or about 7 percent. 

“That plan did not push through because 
international prices of tin plates softened in 
the succeeding month, which reflected to lo- 
cal prices of P3.10 per can," he said. “The situ- 
ation right now isa different story. 


Asean moves to implement 
major KL trade agreements 


‘THE ECONOMY IS EXPECTED TO pected to 


help improve access of 


gain from moves of the Association Philippine goods to the Korean 


of Southeast Asian Nations to start market. 
implementing agreements signed in 
Jast year’s summit in Kuala Lumpur. 


said an example was the Asean оп cross-border investments and 
Single Window (ASW) program trade in services of the AKFTA. 


that is expected to reduce busi- — It was 


ness costs by cutting red tape. 


be done by assigning the tasks of tosignific 
handling all control processes at 
the border to a single agency, no- fy goods 


тау customs administration,” preferential treatment in the AKFTA 
at the 12th AEM Retreat and Relat- 

The Philippines and Thailand ed Meetings that the Philippines 
are the pilot economies in develop- willbe hosting on May 13-16. 


Favila explained. 


ing the ASW program, which was Asean 
adopted during the Asean Econom- expected 


ic Ministers Meer last December. tual Recognition 


Further, Favila said the frame- (MRAS), 
work agreement for the Asean- skilled pe 
Korea Free Trade Agreement alsas well 


(AKFTA)—also signed in the cross borders more easily. Ronnel 
Kuala Lumpur meeting—wasex- W. Domingo 


SMC hybrid se 


lure $450M in offers 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez debt out 


public offer of a rare type of 


SANMIGUELCAPITALFUNDING shares. 
Led.. (SMCF) , a special purpose 
unit of San Miguel Corp., has at- curring ror 
tracted half a billion dollars in ditional lo 
subscriptions for its hybrid secu- 
rities offer from the international tal long-te 
market, Inquirer sources said. — — billion or 
‘The hybrid issue was marketed lion. 
to investors in Singapore and 


this week. 
‘Ang earlier said the benchmark 


around $300 million. 


cent of the value of Philippine ex- 
"The reduction in red tape will. ports to Korea was still subjected 


Asean members expect to identi- 


The company also sees itself in- 


As of Dec. 31, San Miguel's to- 


‘The hybrid securities, dubbed 
Hong Kong last week and among as a benchmark size offering of 
investors in Geneva and London “perpetual non-cumulative, non- 
voting preferred shares" is a mix 
San Miguel president Ramon of equity and debt. 
Ie is the first of its kind among 
size for the hybrid securities was corporate issues in Asia. 
The preferred shares will pay a 


He said the local shipbuilding 
and rail transport sectors stood to 
"Trade Secretary Peter В. Favila benefit from the proposed chapters 
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BMW Premium Selection. 
Pre-owned Automobiles. 


Premium Selectior 
MODEL 
BMW 118i Sport 


COLOR 


Sparking Graphite 
Titanium Siver 
BMW 120i Black Sapphire 
BMW 120i Exec. Titanium Siver 
BMW320i Arctic 
BMW318iExec.* Orient Blue 
BMW318iMSport* Imola Red 
BMW323i* Cosmos Black 
BMW325iExec.* Titanium Siver 
BMW325iExec. Sienna Red 
BMW325iExec.* Black Sapphire 
BMW523i (E39) ^ DunkelBlue 
BMWX53.0iExec. Black Sapphire 
BMWX53.0dExec. Titanium Siver 
BMW745Li Titanium Siver 


Prestige Cars BMW 


DNES 


Stop dreaming, start driving. 


BMW Premium Selection program benefits: 
© 12 month or 20,000 kilometer warranty 

© comprehensive 100-point technical check 
© certified vehicle history 

© fieible ownership packages 
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7,469 ms Ё 
12060 kms _ 
заттан 
2324 Pasong Temo Extension, Makati City 
“Trunkline (02) 892 8127-29 
CPO Direct Line (02) 812 7950 
Fax (02) 816 7325 
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estimated that 28 per- 


cant tariffs. 


that would be provided 


members are likewise 
to benefit тот the Mu- 
Agreements 
which would allow 
sonnel and profession- 
l'as relevant products to 


curities 


of the proceeds of its 


ughly $250 million inad- 
yng-term debt this year. 


term debt stood at P94 
approximately $1.8 bil- 


Also Available 


IBM eServer xSeries’ 206m 


FOR ONCE, MANAGEMENT 
THAT MAKES THINGS SIMPLE. 


The IBM eServer™ xSeries” 226 Express lets you manage your current 
servers froma single console. That's simple. And together with Intel" 
Xeorf Processors, the x226 can help meet your business needs now 
and as you grow. That's smart. It can even alert you to potential hard 
drive problems up to 48 hours in advance. That's innovation that 
matters. Allin all it takes on a lot of responsibilty. 


[BMeServer xSeries’ 226 Express 
From PhP136,500' ал 


‘BUNDLED with S12MB RAM & 73408 HDD 


tof есте Processor 30GHZ BOOM FSB wih 
2MB L2 Coche Dua Сарае) 

TXSUMBECC DOF2SDFAMDINM oxpanctbe b КОВ 
1xT9G8 10K Hot Swap SOSI Hard Disk Dive 
орава BM SenePAD Te (рро RADON) 
year On-ste Waranty, Serica by EM 


IBM eServer xSeries x226 
Intel Xoor" Processor 3.2GHz wih 2MB L2 Cache 


From PhP147,000 \se4esa4) 


IBM eServer xSeries’ 236 


Sources said, however, that fixed return that will be set later. 
some $450 million in orders have It has no fixed maturity but can 


already piled up. 
‘The final size of the offering 
has yet to be announced. 


be paid back after five years. 
‘The hybrid product allows San 
Miguel to raise equity without di- 


In its offering circular, San luting common shareholders and 
Miguel said it will prepay $300 without increasing the debt in its 


million worth of outstanding books. 


WAREHOUSE SALE 


April 26 to May 3, 2006 
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1xSI2MB C220 0072 SDRAM expandable OCS 

1x 160GB Simple Swap SATA Hard Disk Drive 
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iso Avaliable 

IBM eServer xSeries" х206т 


1573468 Hot вар SAS Hard Disk Drive 
| From PhP75,800 848585) 


кот PhP205,000' ics 


BUNDLED with 734GB 10K HS SCSI HOD (90P1305) 


Intai" Xeon" Processor 3.0GHz 800MHz FSB with 
ZMB L2 Cache (Dual Capable) 

2x 512M8 ECC DDR2 SDRAM. expandable to 1668 
2x 734GB 10K HS SCSI Hard Disk Drive 
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iso Availablo 


IBM Server xSeries" x236 
Intel Keort Processor 3 26152 ВООМНІ FSB 
Wit 2MB L2 Cache (Dual Capable) 


From PhPZ12 300 (884125) 


IBM eServer xSeries’ 346 
From PAP247,000' ввловл) 


‘BUNDLED with ThinkPad RSte (1849-AA6) 


Intel" Xeon? Processor 3.0GHz 800MHz FSB with 
2MB L2 Cache (Dual Capable) 

2XSI2MB ECC DOR2 SDRAM, expandable to 16GB 
2x 784GB Ultra320 HS SCSI Hard Disk Drive 
por 
Aiso Avaliable 
IBM eServer xSeries" х346 


intor Xeor Processor 3 2G iz BOOMHZ FSB 
Win 2MB L2 Gache (Dual Capable) 


| From РР255, А00 (8040251) 


“ІВМ eServer xSeries is #1 in the Philippines in the x86 server market in unit shipment in 2005” 
SOURCE: IDC Asia/Pacific Quarterly Enteprise Server Tracker, 04 2005, February 2006 
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On the instruction of Litton Mils Inc. 


OPEN END YARN SPINNING MACHINES 


Sale Closing: Wednesday, 3rd May 2006 at 18:00 CCT (Local Time) 
Located: Laguna, Philippines 

TRUTZSCHLER Blowroom; (18) TRUTZSCHLER DK 740 Carding 

Machines; (11) ZINSER 720/2 Draw Frames; (6) SCHLAFHORST 

SEB Autocoro Open Winding Machines 

Service Plant Including: - (3) YORK 200TR Chillers; (3) LIANG-CHI 

Cooling Towers; Water Pumps; Air Washer Pumps; Supply & 

Return Air Fans etc. 

Maintenance Machines & Accessories 


FINISHING & DYEING MACHINES 


Sale Closing: Thursday, 4th May 2006 at 18:00 CCT (Local Time) 
Located: Pasig, Laguna, Philippines 


BENNINGER Zell Sizing Machines; BENNINGER Conventional 
Warper; ARTOS BABCOCK Continuous Bleaching Range; 
(3) FRONT Automatic Jigger Dyeing Machines; (2) BIANCAIANI 
ito 1000 Dry & Wet Fabric Softening Machine; SUCKER & 
MULLER Emerizing Machine; (6) THIES Finishing Knit 
WAKAYAMA IRON WORKS Washing Range; -KUANG Taiwan 
Compactor & LK & LN Taiwan Dryer; (2) MORRISON 
Sanforizing Machines; (3) SAE Compare/Broomwade 
‘Compressors; BABA Sizing Machine; OKUL IRON WORKS 
Sectional Warper 

‘Viewing: Strictly by Appointment 


‘To register please visit our website: www.henrybutcher.com 


Mark Attwood - Em 
Chris Major - Email: chris major@henrybutchet.com 


HENRY BUTCHER INTERNATIONAL PHILIPPINES INC 
fhe 102 оода Rei 679 Edna, Pasay City PP. 
Niwe: $632 52290 11 [894 4917.18 
Tero. 362 2 891-9507 

Emaimariis Bhengbutches com 
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PROVINCIAL GENERAL SERVICES OFFICE 
Provincial Сара Bulking, Dipolog CRY, 
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PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


Mari oad. For Bonaco, 1200 Tagu Ciy, Pipes. 


PROC РО. Bax 2102 MCPO Té Nos авот о 47/ 8001200 Fax No. 60-575 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
NOC - Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) ves interested contactors to 
apply orgy and to bid for he project 


SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF FIBER OPTIC CABLE SYSTEM 
AT LEYTE GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION FIELD 
Е0С06-049 
The Approved Budgelis P1 064.700 00 chargeable against PNOC-EDC fund. The contact 

bration s 45 calendar days. 

Appšcation Forms or Eägjbilty and Bid Documents may be secured from the PNOC-EDC 
Contracts Administration Group (c'o M. C. Bale) staring April 28, 2008 upon payment of 
э non-ralundable lee of Pesos: Five Hundred (25200) 

For the purpose ol clarilying certain issues, а pre-bid conference wil be held on 
May 3, 2006, 10:00 am. at ihe Bidding Room, Fist оо, Bldg. V, PNOC-EDC, Fort 
Bonifacio, Taguig Ciy- 

"hoplcalons fr Egy and sealed bids shal be received by he PNOG-EDC Contracts 
‘Adnisration Group at PNOC-EDC, 1st Foor Bulging 5, Fort Bonfact, Taguig, Metro 
{Mania not later than 2:00 p.m. on May 16,206 and shat be pblcyopened ттеу 
thereafter. 

PNOC - EDC reserves the right to rect any ог ай bids ог pars thereof 1o waive any 
informal therein, to abort Ino biting process, o accep such bids or 1o award any part 
‘of he work to any bidder whose bid is considered most advantageous lo PNOC-EDC. 
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‘SUPPLY, DELIVERY, INSTALLATION. TESTING AND COMMISSIONING OF THE 
"COTABATO EXPANDED RURAL ELECTRIFICATION PROJECT 
STAGE ҮП (2 BARANGAYSIS SITIOS) 

EDC 06-053 
Tra Approved Batis Php зда АВА chargeatie agers PROC EDC he The contaci dan 
B caa ge 
ойлоп лов ‚рыу and Pa ng cuneis maybe secured kom e PROC EDC Conc 
Nicene Gro (co ҮТ lotes cd 519 sue Apri 26, 2006 upon payment ol a по 
scat е oi Pezos: One Thousand [Ph 140020, 
Steiepucton s on ay 11,200 For Bepuosecicaiyeg cote apreis conierence 
ани 290 pn а е DAC Conrece Room, Fesi Fl, Вар V, Eno 
ena Mens ud Fori Вомасо. lagu Mero Mota. 
ictor reis ad сезе slt ced Pe PNOC EDC Corsa Assan 
юнен Peer балу V. Соң Corie: Mona cad, For Boniaco Tags Mero Мина. not 
ыа Ый pm (Conrcts Adnimieraton Group Ole Wal Cock fine ci May 23, 2008 
Vd тм b po cores erac пеев 
 PNOC- EDC meses e уи о rejec any or abids or pats eset wave ao loma ere 
Does auc: bos oro ard ay pot d те work му эдн whose bi 3 considered most 
попадаю PNOC EDC 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2006 


GARMA CLINIG 


URGENTLY REQUIRED! d 
SPECIALIST 


ASSISTANT RESEARCHER 


A senior позове working in Me aroas cl Organisation 

Блай and Human Pescurco Management requies а. 

Research Aastane 1o wrk on an ivernatonal project. 

Responsible: 

P Comprebensive Mentre revew onthe assigned 
К 

+ Bestping and development ol нө questonnero 

1 ЗОЗ n ial wing. дар, eng, and ping 
tie project 

Requires Skis 

Masters dogres in management studies wth a. 
Dorough rdentanding эле krowieage c he subject 
Свабо, 

«+ Ean wit те global labour тайа ала майе 
тани 

Боасе computer oigo and appleaton skiis 

Exeter wing sana. 

[gees sry а commencurte wth oducaon and 

wor experence 


"ALLERGIES RE-CURRENT 
UT, ALMORANAS, 
ERECTION PROBLEMS. 
INFERTIITYAMPOTENCE 
)MOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL 
KELODPAPSUEAR 


‘COMPLETE LABORATORY 
(Gama Bg, No 8 Purdue St, 


Cordis meeting ha стела shouid атай er СУ anda 
coupe oi pushed vost phdhr123@ yahoo.com. 


MEDITRONICS HEALTH CARE CLINIC 
ISIN NEED OF: 
NURSING or Р.Т. graduate w/ or wlo 
experience 
Female, single, о! good moral character, can. 
accommodate patients well 
sincere and work-oriented 
Pis. bring resumé, (2) 2x2 LD. picture at: 
Room 707 Medical Towers Makati 
VA. Rufino St, Legaspi Vilage, Makati ity 
or cali at Tel. #'s 817-5880 
813-3466 / 850-6457 & 59 


ESTABLISH YOUR CH USES 
MAVER AFFORDABLE PRKEN! 
ALORE CR 
[uj 
PAF SE RED URS 
TOBE 
ROV NE IIE 
Du] 
SG CORN 


RMS ERE 
ПЕШИН 
n 


WANTED 


TO BUY SLIGHTLY USED 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 
COMPUTER SCIENCE GRADUATE 
COMMERCE GRADUATE 

+ FEMALE 

e 21-28 YEARS OLD 

* SINGLE 

CONTACT NO. 0915-6251228/245-7550 
(SONY SY) 


HOUSEN LOT 4 SALE. 
"WORTH 13 мацом 
100 SQUARE METER LAND 
ade ne Sat 


BUY'SELL'PAWN 
WATCHES 


JEWELRY 


HIGHEST APPRAISAL. 
в040484/8342886 


GENSET 
501,750 & 1000 KVA 
[Tel no.: 622-1010 loc 651 


Career 


EX 


advancement. 
set 


A CAREER AD- 
vancement sym 
posium slated on 


Malate Adriatico, 
Grand Residences. 
FOR SALE AMARE 
Td 3 BEDROOM UNIT 
оде Ў LOFT DESIGN 


PHP17,888.00/MONTH| 


'P 25 M Bldg, For Sale 
Vacant Possession or 
Wih Tenant 
(College of Nursing) 
tO yrlease 
P1.25 Myr. 


LA зе лив (Sad) ВАС CHAIRMAN aoe 


OBITUARIES 


THE CHARMAN 


(6% retum) 
‘Bids ond дната Common 


721-8838 0r 38 


IL 303.2905: 302-1528 


Ñ 


|" MERCEDES FRANCO vda. de BALDA 


Peacefully joined her Creator in His Divine Mercy 
October 1, 1913 - April 23, 2006 

Her surviving children: Carmen Cajulis, Lourdes Velhagen, Pilar 
Guevarra, Mercedes Buhain, Soledad Iagan, Rafael Balda, Mary 

Jane Aquino; sons-in-law: Eladio Guevatra, Renato Buhain, Angelito 
Tagan, Michael Aquino; grandchildren Joseph (Tess) Cajulis, Max 

Velhagen, Ш; Raymund Velhagen, Catherin Paje, Ramon Guevarra, 
‘Benedict (Susan) Buhain, Benjamin Buhain, Bernadette (Benjie) 

Soberano, Renato Buhain, Jr; Arlene (Neil) Fitzgerald, Adrian 
(Michelle) Ilagan, Jolo and Anika Aquino; 10 great grandchildren, 
brother Salvador Franco, Jr; and sisters: Asuncion Fernandez and 
Natividad Sellers, nephews, nieces and other relatives and friends 
request your prayers for the repose of her soul. 


Viewing of ashes will be at Capilla de San Francisco, 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park. 


x Interment after 9 a.m. Saturday mass. Дз 
Ss ©) 


e 


3 


Victor “Pee Wee" Ocampo Francisco 


Passed away on April 24, 2006 at the age of 66. 


He is survived by his wife Connie; children Ed and 
Moy, Nicky and Alma, Mylene, Fr. Manoling S.J. and 
Vincent; his grandchildren Miggy, Isabel, Gabsy and 
Bianca; and his companion Lani. 


"The Lord Jesus says, I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself.” — John 14:3 


His remains lie in state at San Jose Seminary Chapel, 
Ateneo, Loyola Heights, О.С. 
Daily mass at 8 p.m., 


Passed away in the peace of the Lord | 
at the age of 81 on April 23, 2006 


MARIA NOENA (AMIMEE) RAMIRE 


(Sunday after Easter, Feast of the Divine Mercy) at 1:10 p.m. 


H 

| Hersister- Sr. Perla icm, Nelia, Sr. Vianney spc, Maria Nita, Mina, Aurora 

i and brother - Joselito, Joaquin (Jake Jr.), their families and children as well as 
iatives, classmates, friends in religious life and 


celebrant. 
c be followed at the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque. 


VICTOR EMPREMIADO VILLASENOR 


of Lucban, Quezon 
Penecfully joined the Lond on April 25,2006 at the nge of 68 
His loving wife HELEN RACELIS VILLASEÑOR: daughter YAYO 
LIAM MARTINEZ and grandchildren: siblings 
1 y". SOLEDAD "Soling" NAV 
Die" brother in Jaw FRANCISCO NAVARRO; and nephew, meses, 
dcm Rene and Letty Palins, lor and Marciano "Boy" Empremiado, 
Telnivesand frends request he pious readers to pray for the eternal repone of 
his sou 
Ни cremains ie in state at the Capi 
"The Garden Chapels, 1354C. 


the way, 
the truth 
and the life. 
.4, No опе / 
TM " 
i; comes 


rington East 


dr» 


А LOURDES MANALAC ARCEGA у 


April 5, 1916 - April 22, 2006 
Peacefully joined our Creator at the age of 90. 
Inetemity, she now joins her husband DOMINGO ARCEGA (1) 


Herchildren JESUS & MARIKA, RAMON & JOY, DANILO 
& SUSA, LORNADINA & VLADIMIR SUAREZ, 
Grandchildren, Great Grandchildren, Family and Friends request 
the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Shrine, Doña 
Juana Rodriguez Avenue, Broadway, New Manila, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Saturday, April 29, 2006 at Loyola Memorial 
Park, Marikina after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at the Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral Parish, 39 Lantana St., Cubao, Quezon City. 


Pasig Chy und wl be transferred 1o Lucban, Quezon on Apri 27, 2006 
(Thursday) 

Interment wil be on April 28, 2006 (Friday at he Lucban Catholic. 
Cemetery. 


gue OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS 
E © Copy of Death Certificate Ө Any identification document (.D.) 


« DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT • MESSAGE OF THANKS + DEATH ANNIVERSARY + REQUIEMS 


April 27, from 4-7 
pm at SM 
Megatrade Hall. 
АП the elite 
graduates and 
graduating stu- 
dents are 
encouraged to 
join this rare 
event. Calling all 
graduates of UP, 
Ateneo, La Salle, 
Merriam and elite 
graduating stu- 
dents. Heres your |: 
golden opportu- |: 
nity to jump-start 
your career! Why 
join the slow start- 
ers when you сап 
fast track your 
growth and up- 
surge — your 
earnings? Your 
rare chance to 
learn the tricks of 
the trade! Speak- 
ers from The Job. 
Market and Entre- 
preneurs Society 
of the Philippines 
will uncover in- 
side information. 
including: How to 
prepare your re- 
sume; What tosay 
during the inter 
view; Enhancing 
your confidence; 
and other impor- 
tant practical tips. 
Snacks will be 
served and attrac 
tive raffle prizes. 
will be drawn dur- 
ing the event. The 
symposium fee is 
only P295. But if 
you register on ог 
before April 25, 
you get an early 
bird rate of only 
P245. This very 
important sympo: 
sium is sponsored. 
by Megatrend. 
For inquiry or reg: 
istration, please 
call Irene at 634- 
3854 loc, 112 or 
thee. SUE 
09063179241. 
Hurry! Limited 


Seats only. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


were: People, Eventsc? Products| 
Tourism Jobs Fair draws 
praises from jobseekers 


THE RECENTIY CONCLUDED 25,000 jobseekers from all over 
Jst Tourism Jobs Fair (TJF) con- the Philippines have logged at 
tinues to draw praises from job- www.tourismjobs.ph, the web- 
seekers and employers, all are site linked to the TJF databank. 
urging the Department of ОЁ that number, more than 
‘Tourism (DOT) to make ita regu- 2,500 applicants from Davao, 
Jar annual event. Cebu and Manila are for final in- 

The applicants noted that terview by companies, with 
among the many job fairs many others reportedly hired on 
around, only the DOT's TJF had the spot by various travel firms 
exhibitors/employers from the and the bulk still being pro- 
various sectors ofthe tourism in- cessed or undergoing further 
dustry conducting interviews testing and evaluation. 
onsite ‘Applicants, especially new 

“Тһе TJF has exceeded my ex- graduates who need additional 
pectaons because in most job or specialized skills, were asked 
fairs, the applicants are just to register with the Tourism In- 
asked to submit their resumes. dustry Board Foundation Inc 
In the ТЛ an applicant goes (Tibfi) or the Technical Educa- 
through an initial interview tion and Skills Development Au- 
right away and that makes the thority (Tesda) for further train- 
applicants happy" said King ing to beef up their qualifica- 
Gonzales, a graduate of Bache- tions and chances of getting 
lor of Arts in Human Resource hired. 

Management from the College The TJF has ushered in the 
of Saint Benilde. tourism industry's year-round 

Like many of the applicants, job creation, hiring, and training 
Gonzales learned about the ТЈЕ аз part of the DOT's Touris- 
from the DOT's TV plug, but ће mJOBs (Jobs, Opportunities, 
never expected it to have sucha Businesses) program, which 
big number of employers and comes on the heels of increasing 
positions to choose from. foreign arrivals over the past 

“The Tourism Jobs Fair gives two years. 
me an opportunity to have op- Тће significant surge in both 
tions. In fact, | was surprised foreign and domestic tourism 
that the vacant slots were not has prompted the DOT and the 
only for rank and file, but also rest of the industry to expand ca- 
for managerial positions, includ- pacity, which at present can ac- 
ing that for a general manager," commodate only 3 million 
Gonzales added. tourists a year. The DOT is tar- 

Such was the case that many geting some 5 million foreign ar- 
of the applicants were thankful rivals and $5 billion dollar re- 
for not having to travel around ceipts by 2010. 
from one place to another to The targeted capacity expan- 
ook fora company tohire them. sion also requires additional and 
‘The companies and the positions highly specialized manpower to 
they were targeting were all meet the emerging require- 
gathered under one roof and ments of today's tourists and the 
Booked up online to the TJFS targeted surge in arrivals in the 
computerized jobs databank. next four to five years. 

Thus, the fair attracted even This early the TJF is con- 
those from far away provinces tributing significantly to that 
like Cagayan Valley from where goal. “The TJF is one of the best 
Jonathan R. Antonio, а graduate programs of the current admin- 
‘OfBS Economics, traveled all the istration. It creates a link be- 
way to the PICC for the TJE. tween the government and the 

‘The country’s first industry- private sector through job gen: 
specific jobs fair organized by eration. I just hope that this pro- 
the DOT exclusively for travel gram will be sustained through 
and tourism, ће TJF had а total the coming years,” said Mary Di- 
of 324 employers/exhibitors of- anne Rose S. Molina, 20, a grad- 
fering over 34,000 jobs in its uate of Bachelor of Arts in Inter- 
Davao, Cebu and Manila legs. national Studies from Miriam 

On the first day alone, some College. 


Beach Hut hits 
Boracay’s shores 


BORACAY.BOUND SUN WORSHIPPERS are in for an unusual sight as 
Beach Hut flies in a beach-loving pantomime to the island. Gerry the 
Mime will be making his rounds, wordlessly preaching the merits of 
clear-spray sunblock, on a campaign to dis- 
courage the use of messy sunblock lotions 
that leave you looking like a clown. 

If Gerry the Mime spots you with white 
gunk on your face and body, be ready to be 
spritzed with Beach Hut Clear Spray Sun- 
block. After all the last thing you would like 
to pair with that stylish bikini and bright 
flipflops is a pantomime-like face with full-on 
white make-up! 

Beach Hut Clear Spray Sunblock is a water- 


LERFORM 10.1 ERO) 


1 conplance wih Seton 5 o! RA. No. 9048. a тке is 
sey sarved no pb вы SALUS C. TACLINDO Pas ed wäh 
[hs Olce s potion lar алу o esi rame tom MARIA SALUS 
SALUS п be Catia o ve Buh MARIA SALUS СМЕТЕ. 
Кт d 
parents re MIGUEL CARETE and ВАМА ORTIGA 
"Ary parson adr alec y sad petion may e s 
weiten ptos wae болс: ater Ban May 4 2008, 
(S98) NORMA S. DIPUTADO 


(POL Ape ay 3208) Oroanga 


= PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
E ier Road, Fon Bondaco, 1200 eee 
PNOC РО Bon 2102 MCPO Te Nos 59340] ю 477 883-1329 Fax Na 840-1575 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
NOC - Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) imes interested coniraciors to 
apply lor elgbity and to re-bid for the folowing projects: 

TWO-YEAR CONTRACT FOR THE REPAIR/FABRICATION OF 
VARIOUS DRILLING TOOLS, TUBULARS, AND EQUIPMENT 
USING API SPECS EXCEPT SPECS 7 
EDC 06-047 

The contract duration is two years. Engagement is on-cal basis. 


Forms la egy ede ig donames may е sare om те 
PROCEDE conrecsAstsraten Group at For Bontacio (ОМ RC, Bario) saring 
QS 2G upon paye a anan etsi o Pesos: ve Hundred РЭО 
Tar бе purpose ol daring cen issues, «pri coerenza wii be eld on 
Wye am ab Bag Reon, Ft Fe Bap V PIOCEDC, Fot 
cx 
p 
Minera Group. Fesi Fb 


оттау тегеп, ю accept such bids or 10 aware 
hose bid is considered most advantageous to PNOC-EDC. 
(Sot) FRANCIS M, DOLOR 


NEST pom 


Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
@ Ronas Бч cone Sn Los See Pasay Ct Meto Mani, Pr 
aegros ЕЗД 9708-87451 = Fara 800601060 
Emak vore go gh Webs: wa. paza gosh 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


РРР 
psi hai A УА жетс сон 
9] 


prd 
Testen Genet mart 


Acme эн а ваат cesis may te тне у кеде! itr tum 1 At 05 May 
sese ороз Slam єр a beats io deor perd are 
елге эле d орч залал асале вн G PS Cestica Regen 
Козо итен нї сий oss ony The Bang Cocoa sabe ome peo B 
езе Scar из топша! ose. 

ТРЕ itas e Васо penn lived panes 12a 206 20р. нба 
Fo Sra на PEZA Bl, Ro ort comer San Le I Pat О. 

fer ке gei eaerars matte iad Ра ates bow o beoe 11D. ao ми 
See eS compe эбе жс п бе tm GSS Sen Bnd Pe amari та 
Жани Тум та ccm Ме em dcum олде a. came Cech уй дай pa 
Teese accede mies tun IS c! a ABC La Ben lc be ered. 

(pean been Soy 205, 200p a Ba Pe Sc a PEZA Вор. Ronas Bd cone 
аен ae C Dura i рен! п a pesos pa Bete pratis to боле 
Ta case ct за above dales в деке азр ко a be een Ba 
Б) 

"ha PEZA res Sa it тир дас жү Ва am eg ces. on dB 
Eme cree mesi eset pent соо) жү ау be secat Be Bates 


soa sias 206) 


PHILIPPINE RECLAMATION AUTHORITY 


Тч Floor Legos 


Towers 200, 107 Passo de Roxas SL. 1226 Cty of Makati 
Tel Nos. (02) 817-47 1102181747 12402)617-4713 
Расате Nos. (02) 8052580402) 513-144148 


INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS 


The PHILIPPINE RECLAMATION AUTHORITY (PRA) aar two (2) failed biddings, Б inviting neste partes o submit 
proposals lor be neqoseted sale andior lease o ва fftwng propertes on a заві land basis (mage roads enden 
Жара ores are ratae) located at a Селка Busnes Park 1A, Bey Cty (amet known as Boulevard 2000 Pasay 
©. lr ined usa or commercial development prposes- 


proof, sweatproof, broad-spectrum SPF 36 5K 


тот AREA US) [ 


formula that lets you head out in minutes: ^ 


wox | 
SAE 


comer 386 


You can bask in the sun, engage in water M 


comer 3482 ‘SALE 


sports, or frolic on the beach without having 


[73 SALE 


to suffer the pasty and mask-like effect of reg- A 


7727 SALE 


ular sunblock lotions! La 


SALE 


Gerry the Mime can be spotted at Airtoo La 


SAE 


booths in Boracay. Airtoo is the newest inno- Аз 


SALE 


vation in body art in the form of temporary A 


inrcr SAE 


airbrushed tattoos. Every purchase of Beach ЕЗ 


porton. SALE OR LEASE 


orton SALE OR LEASE 


Hut Sunblock entitles you to a free Airtoo. a 
Just present your bottle of Beach Hut Clear- " 


portion ‘SALE OR LEASE 


‘Spray Sunblock at the booths located at Bora 
Budget Mart (D'Mall) or Juice Bar (La Plazo- 
leta) in Boracay to avail yourself of an air- 
brushed tattoo. 

For more information on Beach Hut Clear- 
Spray Sunblock, call 376-2283 or log on to 
‘wwwlotionsucks.com. 105 available at Mer- 
cury Drug, Robinsons Supermarkets, Rus- 
хап, Shopwise, SM Supermarkets and Wat- 2 
son's stores nationwide. 


Ё 1 a 


E] 


кгр 


Sealed and propa labeled Prequaicaton and Proposal Envelopes may be submited staring 27 April unti 28 
May 2006 and must be addressed 10 


‘OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGERICEO 
‘PHILIPPINE RECLAMATION AUTHORITY 
Sect NEGOTIATED SALE AND/OR LEASE 
(COPS APROPERTIES 


Prequalification Envelope sled and abel mast conan the folowing legal documents 
бирин. bem cereale Gly auhenicaled by е local cid 


or NSO or const of natrlaston 
Pragpne ctas and thal he 1s at east 21 years of аре. (lor sale and leas). 

esshons селде vua copy of те chanar 
SEC and omer documents 1o pore fat à а 


pemenitax weld in cases of employes. 
fined by be ВА most be submited 0 prove 

"No. 398 (er sale and lease). 

[stelst ato a Ала number о the property 
"ad masi mci the coresponde tendar 
TG PEA and бана fom any umerss bark. © 
Ж ast ое (3) топда lesa br те property 


263 Rizal Avenue, Pero Princesa Ciy 
Tel Nos 433-2408, 4325032 433-8002 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Q, 
Y Fax No (40 433-6803 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Tre Puto Princesa Chy Waler isi rough s Bids ond Awards Commitee (BAC), nites 
spersiondackreskbur o appl lor Оу ando bid for the hereunder projets: 
Name ofthe Project: Supply & Dover of Lot 1-122 pes. uPVC pipes, Lot TI Ore (1) 

‘Sl Gas Chiinatr 0200РРО & One (1) Unt Саз Chainer 
Booster Pump (Cenrggl Pung) ad Lot M Two (2) pes 
Bate Vae 
Puerto Princesa Cy Waler District Stock 


ы yard 
ai = P768,60000, Lot -P3317000 & Lot W - P348.040.00 


Approved Budget 
{or te Codd 
Deivory Period Fllee (15 Calendar Days om the receipt ofthe Noe 10 
Proceed 

Prospective bier shuld have experience in undertaking а similar project win he last 2 
years whan amount fat as fy percent (0%) ol e proposed proc lor Уо. The 
ому CheckScreening s wel a the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non- 
discretionary "passa cela, Pos-quakiiation of he lowest calclted bids shal be 
conducted. 


Al partcalrs relate о Eighty Statement and Screening. Bid Securty, Perfomance 
See. ry Cres rt ot ee, Pete ne 
ELT Sa 
Activites. 
T ше ва Ооо | Ap 27 2008 -May 8, 200 
2. Pre á Conlerence May 9. 2006, 130P M. PPCWD Board Room 
3. Deadin or Submission of Bs | Way 23, 2008, 130 P M. PPCWD Board Room 
4. Opening of Bis May 23, 206, 130 PM. PPCWD Boord Room 


Ба documents wit re yo prospecte Байн upon payment nli. 
жалт ате cung Lai PUEDO DOLA AP MOOD Lol Il =P 00 


‘The Pueto Princesa Cty Water Disc assumes no responsibity whatsoever to compensate 
‘indo bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation ol he bid. 
Approved by: 
(Scd) ENGR. VICENTE D. ABREA 
PPCWD BAC Chatman 


Schedule 


(EO Apt 6 May 3.2008) 


Republic of the Philippines 
‘Supreme Court 
‘Manta 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
eo on Bis ints prospective bier to apply 
NAME OF PROJECT: 

Оса Sues tor lower courts (NC R and Provinces) 


Wane of Projet proved 


Source of Funding 
get 


VOTT- OFFICE SUPPLIES FOR LOWER 
COURTS (NCAR) 


тажа s00 | Curent 
epropaons oc tho 
Tomer outs (CY-2006) 


TOT OFFICE SUPPLIES FOR TOWER 
‘COURTS (PROVINCES) 


P STER | Curent 
Hoproprans or the 


Z wer couts (CY-2008) 


Copas ol ве Techical lamin and Developement Gunes 
Fior Logos Towers 200. Passo de Ronas Makan ММ kom B 
tenant © a nonsalundable le of PESOS. FIVE THOUSAN 
а payaso PUBLIC ESTATES AUTHORITY. 


Mattel nisrepreseatation andlor breach of waranty made in the Prequalilcaon Documents and Proposal ebat 
Meroe d hu tende depost in lavoro e PRA Tha fodature o he Tender Depost shal not bar ре PRA 


ffom parsang af ober remedes sratatio under Во TOR and ардам laws. 


PRA юзмез бе dco гор any proposal or wav any delet or оттаму, impos additonal ems and condlons 


ind accop a proposal mosi advantageous 1o те Goverment 
For аы nformaton, 
fnombors 817-4711 fo 13 vent be) and 81-7104 (órect 

(Soc) SLVESTREH BELLON 


ero Ap 2.244 16. 2081 ‘General ManagoricEO 


nares ma ъ made aig Dane e shove aes und и индол 


‘PERIOD OF DELIVERY: 
эсш "Twenty 25) calendar days aer issuance of Purchase Order (PO) 
PROVINCES > Suy (0) calendar days ater issuance of Purchase Order (РО) 
‘SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITES: 
FORLOT 1 AND 2: 
1. PREBID CONFERENCE 
‘The preti conference wil beheld от 
Dae. 03 May 2008, Wednesday 
Venue: Conference Room (Ground Foo) Centennial Bulking, Supreme Cour, 
Padre Fara SL. Malate, Mania 
таю: 190pm. беа) 
200 pm (eria 2 
SUBMISSION OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND OPENING OF BIDS 
The евуыйу requirements ol prospective bidders must be personaly submited by 
the ely aborted rpresertave, эла the bids wil be opened, rear, in the 
presente ol e bidders or thar aurae rpresrtaves tobe hid ort- 
Daie: 17 May 200, Wednesday 
Vere: ating Room Сепо: (Ground Floor) Certenrisl buldng, Supreme Cou, 
Pade Faura 9. Molle, Mala 
Time: 100 pm. dort 1) 
200рл (eria 2 
ides must not be relatedto the head ot te procu etlyor any member 
и бе Commute on Bs ors Secretariat eher by consangánt o lint up 1o the tied 
си ege. 

Irteresod bidders may secure eighty requrements ond bid documeris Кот The 
Secretariat, Commitee on Bids, Property Division, 3rd Floor Annex Building, Supreme. 
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Manufacturing output drops 11.8% in Feb. 


With drop in production, RP seen to be hard put in attaining ’06 GDP growth target 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE OUTPUT OF THE COUNTRYS 
manufacturing sector, as measured by the 
volume of production index (VoPI), fell by 
118 percent year-on-year in February, 
raising concerns this might pull down the 
country's economic growth prospects. 
"The decline in February followed an 
8.2-percent year-on-year drop in Jan- 
wary, according to data released by the 
National Statistics Office yesterday. 


“F this (drop in production) is pro- 
longed, the gross domestic product 
(GDP) would not easily reach the tar- 
get,” said Victor Abola, economist from 
the University of Asia and the Pacific 
‘The government has scaled down the 
GDP growth target this year to between 5.5 
and 6.2 percent, from the earlier goal of be- 
tween 5.7 and 6.3 percent. The adjustment 
was made in light of increasing ой prices. 
The NSO said in its report that the de- 
line in the manufacturing production 


would be seen largely in the subsectors 
‘of wood and wood products, leather, 
electrical and non-electrical machinery, 
publishing and printing, footwear and 
Wearing apparel, tobacco, non-metallic 
mineral products, chemical products and 
transport equipment. 

But while output was lower, the vol- 
ume of net sales by the manufacturing 
sector climbed slightly by 0.7 percent. 

The NSO also said that the value of 
output—as measured by the value of 


production index (VaPI) and which re- 
flects increase in prices—rose by 5.1 per- 
cent in February, a slowdown from the 
9.6 percent recorded in January. 

‘Average capacity utilization rate stood 
at 80 percent in February, almost un- 
changed from the 80.1 percent recorded 
the previous month. 

‘The NSO said sub-sectors that regis- 
tered capacity utilization rates of more 
than the average of 80 percent were the 
following: Electrical and non-electrical 


machinery, petroleum products, paper 
and paper products, miscellaneous man- 
factures, basical metals, rubber prod- 
ucts, leather products, food manufactur- 
ing, chemical products and textile. 

The government agency also reported 
that 9.9 percent of manufacturing firms 
operated at full capacity (90 to 100 per- 
cent). More than half, or 57.5 percent, 
operated at 70- to 89-percent capacity, 
while 32.6 percent operated below 70- 
percent capacity. 
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NPCC: Don’t hike prices on account of oil 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


tion on the part of unscrupulous 
retailers. 

Also, Favila said the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry had 
proposed the implementation of 
the Daylight Saving Time scheme 
to help mitigate the impact of ris- 
ing oil prices in the country. 

“The private sector has agreed 
to this and we would have to take 
this up with the Cabinet for fur- 
ther discussion,” Favila said. “If 
this would push through, the DST 
could be implemented for six 
weeks or so, until the rainy sea- 
son comes.” 

‘The DST was implemented in 
the mid-1990s under national 
emergency measures aimed at 
‘energy conservation. 

Used worldwide, DST requires 
that clocks be reset to an hour ear- 
lier to take advantage of the longer 


daytime hours during summer. 

Favila said other recommenda- 
tions that the DTI presented to 
the private sector included the 
adoption of four-day work weeks 
огап added holiday every week. 

He said companies were not as 
open to reduced work time as 
they were to the DST scheme. 

In yesterdays meeting, Favila 
said the NPCC agreed to make 
sensitivity analyses to determine 
‘what the reasonable price levels of 
basic goods would be in the face of 
continuing uptrend in oil prices. 

“(These analyses) would allow 
us to determine the impact of oil 
prices on prime commodities in 
centavo terms so we can identify 
business entities that are profi- 
teering,” he said. 

Latest data from the NPCC 
show that prices of most manu- 


factured and processed goods 
have remained steady over the 
past three months, except for se- 
lect brands of canned goods, 
milk, coffee, condiments and 
soaps, which either increased or 
decreased by a range of 25 cen- 
tavos to P3. 

The price of hard flour de- 
creased by P15 to an average of 
P590 a bag from January levels, 
while that of soft flour went 
down P10 over the same period. 

Cement prices are "stable" at 
P165 per 40-kilogram bag over 
the past three months. Last 
month, prices of 10-millimeter 
steel bars went down by P2 to 
P98 each. 

Prices of rice, cooking oil, 
fruits, meat and poultry products 
“did not move in the past three 
months,” Favila said. 


RP won't import sugar; 
sees higher crop yields 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE NATIONAL PRICE COORDI- 
nating Council yesterday said 
current historic highs reached in 
the global oil market should not 
be used as a reason for increasing 
the prices of basic goods. 

‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila, 
who is also chair of the joint pub- 
lic and private sector NPCC, yes- 
terday said retailers would be 
selling their goods that are still in 
their inventory at current prices. 

Favila said he also received the 
commitment of manufacturers. 

"Moreover, the country contin- 
uesto enjoy a strong peso, (which 
helps keep) prices of imported 
raw materials stable," he said. 

Still, the trade chief said the 
government would be on guard 
against possible price manipula- 
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‘ed sugar output, SRA data showed. 

The SRA, an attached agency 
ofthe Department of Agriculture, 
previously allowed some 50,000 
metric tons of sugar to be import- 
ed from abroad to meet the coun- 
пуз demand as local sugar pro- 
duction could only sustain do- 
mestic requirements. 

The sugar industry has started 
shipping part of its export quota, 
totaling 216,438 MT, to the Unit- 
ed States this year. 

The country's export quota to 
the US rose by 58 percent, or by 
80,000 metric tons, from 137, 
353 metric tons. 

The increase in the countrys 
export quota and the volatile 
world sugar prices have triggered 
market speculation, pushing re- 
tail prices to a high of P55 to P60 
per kilo early in January. 

Last week, retail prices of sugar 
have stabilized within the range of 
P38 to P42 per kilo as the imports 
are expected to arrive in June, 
putting a stop to the spike in prices, 
the SRA administrator said. 


THE EXPECTED INCREASE IN 
sugar production this year has 
put on hold the governments 
plan to import 30,000 metric tons 
of sugar, the Sugar Regulatory 
Authority yesterday said. 

Sugar production has reached 
its peak, and there is now a better 
chance of exceeding the project- 
ed 2.018 million metric tons 
(MT) output for the crop year 
2006-2007, SRA Administrator 
James Christopher Ledesma said. 

In fact, Ledesma said the out- 
put this year may even reach 2.04 
million metric tons. 

"We see a higher production 
for this crop year, ranging from 5 
to 8 percent, as the good price has 
encouraged farmers to take care 
of their crops better" Ledesma 
said at the sidelines of the Inter- 
national Sugar Development Fo- 
rum in Makati City. 

‘As of Feb. 26, 2006, production 
had reached 1412 million tons, 
which was 70 percent of the project- 


10-year T-bond 
rate slides to 7% 


THE YIELD ON THE 10-YEAR 
Treasury bond rate dipped by 50 
basis points to 7 percent yester- 
day due to the high level of cash 
in the market and strong appetite. 
forlong-term investments. 

But National Treasury Omar 
Cruz told reporters the rate could 
have declined further if not for re- 
ports that the government was 
considering lifting the recently 
imposed value-added tax on 
petroleum products. 

The Bureau of the Treasury's 
auction committee accepted only 
93.315 billion worth of bids com- 
pared with the borrowing pro- 
gram of P3.5 billion 

The 10-year bonds were still 
oversubscribed, with tenders 
reaching P7.76 billion, reflecting 
that the domestic capital market 
is till awash with cash. 

Cruz said the partial rejection 
of bids was done to send the sig- 
nal that there was no reason for 
the market to ask for a higher risk 
premium because the govern- 
ment remains committed to its 
fiscal reform program of reducing 
the budget deficit to P125 billion 
this year and to zero by 2008.. 

He denied repons that the gov- 
emments policymakers have al- 
ready decided to remove the VAT 
on oil, a proposal that was estimat- 
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ed to result in P29 billion a year in 
foregone revenues, thus derailing 
the fiscal reform agenda. 

‘The lifting of the VAT on oil 
was proposed by Presidential 
Chief of Staff Mike Defensor to 
cushion the effects of soaring oil 
prices. 

The Department of Finance, 
head agency of the Bureau of the 
‘Treasury, earlier said it was not 
inclined to support the proposal 
to lift the VAT on oil products. 

A finance official said that 
aside from resulting in huge fore- 
gone revenues, the move would 
likewise mean the reopening of 
the VAT Reform Law to the scruti- 
пу of Congress and therefore put 
other provisions at risk of being 
amended. 

‘The performance of the gov- 
ernment in terms of generating 
the promised revenues out of the 
VAT Reform Law is being closely 
monitored by credit rating agen- 
cies and investors. 

The law, which expanded the 
coverage of the tax to include oil 
and electricity among others and 
raised the VAT rate from 10 to 12 
percent, was estimated to yield 
P75 billion in additional revenues 
this year and boost the govern- 
теп chances of balancing its 
budget by 2008. Michelle V Remo 
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LL-TERRAIN TRANSPORT: 
xpert Duncan. ‘Barbour, 
might as well appear. to ре 
doing another Hollywood . film int ; 
this latest project “commandeeriiig” 
the routes and paces of the Jeep’ 
latest 4-wheel-drive brute Commay 
der in the ancient land of Oman: z; 
"We wouldn't be surprised. After all Ris 
sumé reads like a daydreamer’ wish lst lk 
ver screen adventure movies. He апр 
trepid toy the Barbour All Terrain Таската 
special camera tracking vehicle for offroad a 
tion, have been involved in-such logistical 
challenging films as "Harry Pottet,” “Gladi 
“The English Patient” and "Golden Eye." 
Barbour’ group the Wildtrackers (which Wat 
the first to put a vehicle atop Victoria Falls) 
aren't all just about movies, Aside from staging 
near-impossible offroad vehicle events in re- 
mote locations around the world, Barbour has 
also been training soldiers in the science and art 
of offroad transport in Namibia. 


All eyes on the Commander 
For this project for Jeep, however, the Wild- 
trackers were all eyes on the Commander, sur- 
vying nearly 5,000 km of Omani trails for the 
big brute to read on. And there was not just one 
Commander to look after. Barbour led а convoy 
of motoring journalists (about three batches of 
them) eageily intent on driving the 4.7-liter and 
5.7-liter V8 Hemi variants of the Commander 
m the rocky paths of this nation lying squarely 
the Arabian Peninsula. 
With deep ravines as well as loose gravel and 
tarmac, the Wadi de Daygay proved an ade- 
quate challenge to zealous rally drivers of the. 
ores же SOME DEALS ARE 
"Bur the Jeep Commander brutish as it may p 
look, has been designed also for more pragmat- SIMPLY HOTTER. 
ic purposes. Albeit being dubbed "tail rated it 
is thefirst seven-seater па long Jeep line of leg- 
endary all-American 4x4 "bad boys.” 
"The number of seats betrays its dual charac- 
ter. Tt attempts to merge the comfort of soccer- 
mom SUVs (for well-paved First World high: 
ways) with the rough-and-tumble Third World 
roads (read: weekend offroading). 
Te may never match the mountain goat capa- 
bilities of a Jeep Rubicon (its name derived 
from the notorious Rockies trail which it con- 
quered handily). But it certainly isnt like your 
ute SUV pretending to be an offroader either: 
Its serious enough to earn someone like Bar- 
bour his undivided attention, especially with УВ 
Hemi engines being handled by drivers who 
haven't had extensive off-road experie 
But thanks to the professional guidance of 
the Wildtrackers and the advanced Quadra Trac 
Il of the Commander, the paths of Oman, а 4 r 128 Ў : 
country so rich in mineral deposits they were [im Lud 3 Nc rA ake 
obstacles in themselves during the drive, tumed i 3 ^ Үл cR 3 $ 
оц ta be a pleasant experience free of unto- | 3 E | Сар! А "Z. 
зараре Sy e du eds [e : Toyota Value Certificate wort IF for Vios 
beating were, as expected, the Jeeps them- [ee : é T d 
selves. But they asked for it 
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The Quadra Trac Il is the key element ofthis MES For as low as 
Jeep, and the one inexperienced off-oaders 
Should give thanks to, according to Barbour. For - P6,937 for Vios 
without it, only the most hardened of trai i 
dives could have negotiated the paths. - P7,758 tor The Altis (60 months term) 
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Quadra Trac, the Commander would slip or get 


Stuck. for Toyota Genuine Accessories, Chattel Mortgage, 


The Quadra Trac II proved its worth during f i: (е 
one ofthe most difficult maneuvers. At the top LTO Registration, TFS Financial Package, TFS Value 
of an uphill, the Commander was supposed to H 
cross between two large rocks. This meant mak Lease or Discounts. 
ing the vehicle crawl on large boulders like a 
dog moving one leg at a time on a rocky beach. * For Vios 1.56 AT & MT Vios 1.3E MT 
‘Two of the Commanders’ tires were up in the air 


literally one time or another. For such a stunt, Ф 
the Quadra Trac П system was required, and the [FINANCIAL SERVICES | 
pert guidance of the Wildtrackers. 


'Omaris largely barren landscape exposes ge ‘Ns avo о basste: пое Кизин) eka Hom HS 
ological history dating back millions of years 
Layers of rock and silt, like a multitiered cake 
and water-formed stones reveal that some por 
tions of the paths we were driving on were an. 
cient riverbeds, even at elevations of 1,600 me 
ters (as high as our own Mountain Province) 

‘And at the desert of Muscat, we learned tha 
much earlier, the entire Arabian Peninsula la 
beneath the ocean, surfacing during the c 
ofa million years of movement of th 
tal shelves, Is hard to imagine that today’s s 
burnt desert was onc black ocean floo 
But once we saw the caves elegantly sculpte 
over the ages by sand-laden wind, we knew th 
the story of Oman was much more than just th 
story of nce, When we speak of mi 
lions, even billions of years of a planets own 
evolution, we knew forces beyond our compre 
hension were at work here 

‘Oman wore its geological heart on its sleeve 
so to speak, for everyone of us to see and enjos 
‘And fascinated we were, as the Jeep Comman 
der let us indulge in our curiosities, what wit 
generous viewing angles not just from wine 
Shields and windows, but also from power sun 
roof with dual skylights for second row pas 


s 
We were actualy on ерат o the Aral SES, 
Peninsula that wos gradually moving awo 
[op ү ЕС ik 2000) COROLLA 
with the Middle Eastern plate. You could see tl 
plates moving, iF you could fast forward the ac A i 7 7. = 
tion a hundred million times, that 
And as the continental shelves move ever м L 
gradually, so were we reminded to do a little hit 
of the same on the 5.7-liter Hemis, We were in 
structed to go easy on the low range, becaust 
when there's that much power and we go full 
throtde what we get are just spinning wheels " v GP TOYOTA 
and no grip. In short, we move nowhere. Might 1 us i TUNE шуш onan > 
as well wait for the Ara Peninsula to con- vt “=. i sire ts 
nect to Turkey, 
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DRIVING AROUND THE WORLD 
Aussie couple, Shell set work 
record on fuel economy drive 


By Charles E. Buban 


AXIMIZING FUEL EFFICIENCY 
has truly become a worldwide 
effort and drivers looking to 

get the most out of every gasoline pur- 

chase can get helpful hints from this Aus- 
tralian couple, who in partnership with 

Shell, has achieved a world record. 

‘After 78 days and 28,970 kilometers 
across 25 countries, John and Helen Tay- 
lor have set a Guinness World Record for 
fuel efficiency after successfully driving 
around the world using only 1,308 liters 
(or 24.4 tank fill ups) of the oil giants 
unique gasoline formulation, 

Using Shell's next generation gasoline 
and following the company’s FuelStretch 
driving principles (fuel-efficiency driv- 
ing tips), the couple drove a standard 
production model Volkswagen Golf pow- 
ered by a 1.6-liter fuel Straight injection 
engine, a car which the couple believe is 
a representative of vehicles across the 
globe. 


IN HIS SPEECH DURING THE LAUNCH OF 
the all-new Honda, Takashi Sekiguchi, the 
president and general manager of Honda Cars 
Philippines Ine., said, and 1 quote: "The Civic. 
represents Honda's heart. The Civic is Honda.” 

Indeed, the Civic is without a doubt the саг 
that made Honda a car giant in the motoring 
world, Before Civic, there was only Honda the 
‘motorcycle. Until the Civic came, never in the 
automotive world's wildest imagination that 
Honda could produce a car of note. 

My first encounter with the Civic was in New 
York City in 1982. My Uncle Amading, the 
brother of my departed mother, introduced me 
toit, He was driving one when he fetched me at 
the Kennedy Airport after T flew in from Brus- 
sels. 

Before he migrated to America, 1 remember 
Uncle Amading saying the first thing he'd do 
once he earned some money in New York is “to 
buy a Cadillac” The Cadillac, he said, had been 
his boyhood dream car 

“fim just wondering, Uncle, where's your 
Cadillac?” 

“At home,” he said. “Why? How did you 
know havea Cadillac?” 

1004 him. 

“Oh, you remember" he said. “Yes, truly, the 
Cadillac has always been my dream саг” 

“How come you are not using it?" 

"Well" he said, "the Cadillac, I found out, isa 
gas-guzzler. My Honda, this Civic, why its a gas- 
miser. Amazing, indeed. My Cadillac consumes 
almost 10 times the gas intake of this Civic!” 

He said hed use his Cadillac only during 
weekends, especially when he went to parties in. 
their neighborhood. 

"There's no car like this Civic" he said. "Hon- 


Hyundai introduces flagship SUV 


17 15 A VEHICLE DESIGNED FOR THE 
ultracompetitive American automobile 
‘market, But South Korean automaker 
Hyundai has made it available first in the 
Philippines ahead of the United States. 

The all-new Hyundai Santa Fe was un- 
veiled recently at the 2nd Manila Inter- 
national Motor Show and is now avail- 
able in Hyundai's showrooms all over the 
country. 

‘The Santa Fe is thé first vehicle de- 
signed. at Hyundai's design center in 


22.2 km/liter 

The couple, who's based in Australia, 
averaged an impressive 22.2 km/lites, a 
figure that exceeded the fuel consump- 
tion estimate of Volkswagen for their Golf 
FSI 1.6 (14.3 km/liter). 

‘The couple, who has more than 34 fu- 
eleconomy driving achievements be- 
tween them, employed simple actions 
such as avoiding idling and higher 
speeds, minimizing vehicle drag and per- 
forming regular vehicle maintenance. 

The frst of its kind, the new “Shell Fuel 
Economy Challenge” Guinness World 
Record marks the achievement of the 
lowest fuel consumption during a circum- 
navigation of the globe by an unmodified 
standard саг 

To achieve the record, Guinness re- 
quires its participants to travel in one di- 
ection only, covering a distance of at 
east 28,970 km, but no more than the full 
length of the equator (which is 40,075 
Jon) as well as requiring one gasoline type 
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dard production model. 

‘The couple has driven through 16 Eu- 
xopean countries, Pakistan, India, Tha 
land, Malaysia, Singapore, Australia, 
New Zealand, the United States and 
Canada before going back to London, 
where they left off on Jan. 17—the same 
place the legendary Phileas Fogg began 
his fictional journey "Around the World in 
80 Days.” 

‘The couple's journey will also provide 
Shell's international researchers an op- 
portunity to assess their gasoline formula 
and enable them to further develop fuel- 
efficient driving practices appropriate to 
widely differing road conditions. 


Money-saving fuel tips 

By using the following money-saving 
fuel tips from the FuelStretch driving 
principles, an average driver may be able 
to follow what the couple has achieved 
with regard to their gasoline consump- 
tion: 


safe driving, Avoid accelerating or brak- 
ing too hard and ty to keep your steering 
as smooth as possible. 

* Use higher gears—The higher gear 
you drive in, the lower your engine speed 
is, which can improve fuel efficiency. So 
change a gear whenever you can, without. 
stressing the engine. 

* Tune and service your engine—A 
well-tuned engine can improve fuel econ- 
omyby up to four percent, so change your 
ой and follow your car manufacturers 
recommendation on servicing. 

* Keep your tires at the right pres- 
suite—Correctly inflated tires are safer 
and last longer. A tire that is under inflat 
ей by just 1 psi can reduce fuel efficiency 
by as much as three percent. An underin- 
flated or overinflated tire is also more sus- 
ceptible to failing. 

* Avoid carrying excess weight—For 
every extra 45 kilos you carry your fuel 
«efficiency can drop by one percent to two 
percent, So keep your trunk or back seat 


throughout the journey. 
‘Moreover, the car needs to be a stañ- 


cis He 


Al Mendoza 


da lias revolutionized the car-making industry" 

1 remember Arnel Doria, the deputy head of 
the marketing division, say of Honda's eight- 
generation Civic during its launch on April 3: 
The all-new Civic carries the new 1.8-liter i- 
VTEC engine which produces the power of а 
2.0rlter engine but possesses the economy of a 
1 Stliter engine.” 

Indeed a breakthrough invention when it 
first hit the road in 1972, the Civic was the first 
car to pass emission standards in the United 
State 

For 7 years since its introduction in the 
Philippines in 1991, the Civie was No. 1 in the 
passenger car market. To date, Honda has sold 
16 million Civics worldwide and close to 85,000 
in the country the last 15 years. 

‘The 1.8V manual has an introductory price of 
P767,000 and the LEV automatic P802,000. 
The 1.85 manual sells at P824,000 and the au- 
tomatic P859,000. 

"The 2.05 manual pegs at P932,000, the 2.08 
automatic P1,102,000 and the 2.05-L automat- 
ic PI,117,000. 

QUOTE ME, Avoid a vehicle, overtake it, 
butnever honk atit. It’s safer that way. 


Comments to menju@pldtds| net. 


* Drive smoothly—Aggressive driving 
can use as much as а third more fuel than 


ear of unnecessary items that just add 
‘weight to your vehicle. 
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* Keep the windows closed—Wind 
blowing through an open window will 
slow you down, To compensate, you may 
Bt your foot down harder, using more fo 
а 

+ Take the roof rack off—If you're 
notusing your roof rack then remove it. 
‘They affect the aerodynamic efficiency 
of your vehicle and create drag, reduc- 
ing fuel economy by as much as five 
percent. 

* Use the correct oil—Always use the 
recommended grade of motor ой. Using 
the manufacturers recommended lubri- 
cant can improve fuel efficiency by one 
percent to two percent. Higher quality 
motor oils can also help your engine oper- 
ate more efficiently. 

* Use cruise control—Using cruise 
control on major roads helps you main- 
tain a constant speed and, in many cases, 
will improve fuel consumption. 

+ Avoid excess ling. ldling gets you 
nowhere but still burns fuel. Turn the en- 
gine off when youre in a line, or waiting 
for someone, until you need it. 


Today 


MY IMAGINATION IS IN A VISE 
grip, kept from thinking of anything 
else but the image of two cars, in 
mid-flight on the cover of the Au- 
gust 2005 Motor Trend issue, Ok, so 
there's a black Dodge Charger R/T 
being chased by a green Ford Mus- 
tang GT, and if this particular cover 
shot has not been subject to major 
computer enhancement, then these 
two cars are going at speeds well 
past flat-out. Fast enough, in fact, to 
make these rather portly automo- 
biles catch air after what must have 
been a dramatic crest in the road. 
Bullitt and Steve McQueen allu- 
sions aside, the notion that these 
two vehicles mark the return of the 
"large displacement performance 
formula" is very much confirmed. 
Chrysler (Dodge's parent manufac- 
turer) and Ford have decided to 
reenter what may be the world’s 
most ill-suited car formula for the 
moment. Say hello to the apparent 
return of the American muscle car 
and it might just work. Bore and 
stroke a large enough displacement 
and the performance should 
'come—but at what cost though? 
Let us just remind the motoring 
public that fuel has just reached an- 
other all-time high, what with the 
Abrams rattling of the "armies of 
democracy” in the deserts of Per- 
sia—the inevitable price hike is al- 
ready upon the world market. This 
is something of a concern for a 
genre that takes a fullsized sedan 
or coupé and slaps on engines with 
displacements that scream conspic- 
uous consumption and deals with 
“my pistons are bigger than yours” 
envy. The trouble is that despite the 
obvious problems of creating proba- 
bly two bonafide gos guzzlers, 


's new American muscle 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


Chrysler and Ford have hit the jack- 
pot with some of the sexiest coach- 
‘work, sans rival, in the non-Euro- 
pean automotive market segment. 


Reinterpretation 

“Take the 2006 Ford Mustang GT for 
example, Beautifully styled, this rein- 
terpretation of the late '60s fastback 
version, is dramatic without being 00 
much of a diva. It takes the lines and 
the cues ofa classic and visually injects 
just the right amount of necessary evo- 
Jution. What you see still registers as a 
Mustang, despite the fact that the car 
уоп are cross referencing is almost 40 
years in the past. One can say that the 
retro.designed 06 Mustang carries the 
lines of the %68 model well into this 
millennium. 

Powering this new Mustang isa4.6- 
lites, 24-valve УВ that goes all the way 
past 6000 rpm. Peak power is rated at 
300 horses with the torque figures 
pulling 320 ft Ib; good to 60 mph in 
five and a tenths of a second (5.1 
ticks). That isa fast Pony in any book 
and the big two-door coupé has been 
described as rather agile for its weight 
class, all of 3,523 Ib (approximately 
1,600 kilos). In the fossil fuel depart- 
‘ment, the GT version will do a factory 
claimed 17-mpg or just over 7 kilome- 
ters per liter of gas. Yeah, right. 


Unnoticeable to some 
Bigger bolder and bordering on 


‘maniacal is the Dodge Charger R/T. 
While not as visually keyed, into the 
past models bearing the same name, 
this car is one that very few would not 
notice in a crowded parking lot. Tak- 
ing a cue from its Daimler-Chrysler 
stable mate, the 300C, the Charger is 
also over the top and in your face in a 
sense, especially in Cosa Nostra livery: 
any shade of black that is. Nothing 
says mob hit man better than this car 
except the original '68 Charger R/T, 
with the 440-cubic inch УВ. Alright, а 
Tommy gun with a round drum maga- 
zine might, justas a piano wire garrote 
will work as well too. 

Factory specified with a 5.7-liter 
HEMI V8 gas, enabling the four-door 
sedan to hit 60 mph in a hair under six 
seconds, The 350 bhp and 390 ft Ib of 
torque are- generous performance 
numbers for an engine that must be 
very familiar with the laws of inertia, 
as this is a vehicle that weighs in at 
4131 Ib (1877 kilograms), heavy in 
most books. Another guzzler, it is 
amazing that it shares the same Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency mileage 
rating as the Mustang GT, as 17 mpg 
or 7 km/liter seems ап acceptable, 
necessary evil in this market segment. 
"Were we bom yesterday? 

Here lies my problem. Something 
fast must also be frugal, right? What 
better way to show case ones R&D 
ability than to create vehicles that dis- 
play velocity without the voracious ap. 
petite for petroleum. These two cars 
have slightly shaken the foundations 
of my beliefs, not in a 1906 San Fran- 
cisco quake manner, but just like going 
over а very nasty, il-planned speed 
‘bump. There probably isn’t any major 
damage thats been done, but the ex- 
perience is worrying nonetheless. 


in Philippines ahead 


Irvine, California and it is targeted to 


“meet American consumers’ demand for 


safety, style, sophistication and perfor- 
mance. Hyundai expects it to go head to 
head with the world's leading unibody 
sport utility vehicles such as the Lexus 
RX, the Acura MDX and the Volvo XC90. 
Ma. Fe Perez Agudo, executive vice 
president and COO of Hyundai Asia Re- 
sources Inc. (Hari) said Filipinos are fortu- 
mate to have the Santa Fe locally earlier 
than the market for which it was created. 


With the Volvo, Cebu showroom newly unvelled in Mandaue City in Cebi 
fleet of Volvo cars will how Be available to the local market 


Special market 

"The Philippines is a very special mar- 
ket for Hyundai. Thats why we were 
able to have the Santa Fe ahead of North 
America," she said. 

The Santa Fe is expected to join 
Hyundai's growing list of bestsellers in 
the Philippines that includes the Fil- 
ipinos favorite van, the Starex; the 2005 
Compact Car Of The Year, the Getz; and 
the “in” thing among young profession- 
als nowadays, the compact SUV Tucson, 


Nen 


‘With a 700 sq. 


lo work together and pool 
At has now. ver 


m, 3-evel, office building, a fully-equip 
(600-sq, m. parking space and secure 


"The Santa Fe is real-time four-wheel- 
drive that runs on a powerful yet effi- 
cient 2.7-liter V6 engine. It is equipped 
with state-of-the-art safety features such 
as the Electronic Stability Control, four- 
‘channel Anti-lock Braking System, Elec- 
tronic Brake force Distribution, and 
airbags. Its interior is also one of the 
most package-efficient in the market, 
with more legroom for the second and 
third row seats. Yes, it has a third row of 
seats that's absent in luxury SUVS. 


of US 


Image booster 

Agudo said that since the Santa Fe is a 
unibody SUV, it has a more refined, 
sedan-like feel unlike other SUVs in the 
Philippine market today that are basical- 
ly trucks underneath. 

‘The Santa Fe is expected to further 
boost Hyundai's image as the fastest-grow- 
ing car brand in the Philippines. This year, 
Hyundai's Philippine distributor Hari won 
the prestigious Best Distributorship Award 
for Asia Pacific after it exceeded its previ- 
ous sales record by 103 percent. 


their ideas fo build a company that cre 
{pr intured further in offering the premlum-car 
‘strong and dependable brand of cars "- Volvo. 


ped customer service center, a 
id backside warehouse capable of storing 


a fleet of 


The Cebu showroom was opened ‘with а Surprisingly. Volvo event that revolved around 
the fresh, new look and outlook of Volvos. Gone were the boxy edges and Instead 
replaced by sleek lings and. even sexier curves of the Swedish automotive fle 
Spearheading the pack is three of the most vibrant models avaliable: the nimble Volvo 
S40 compact sedan, the sporty Volvo $60 and the/rabust Volvo XC70 Cross Country. 
These models pack a mighly punch with varying degrees of horsepower that leave 
other cars in the dust. Not to mention the innovative design and thoughtful touches that 
spell out style and substance at the same time. Of course, being a Volvo, these cars 
carry the same concern for nature with its eutting-edge ‘environmental and safety 
technologies. 


In May 2005, PAMOCOR inked the deaf with Viking Cars, Incoporated (VCI), the focal 
distributor and authorized dealer of Vólvo cars in the country. PAMOCOR's vision to be 
öne of the top automotive manufacturers in the country has inspired the people behind 


VOLVO CEBU AS, FORTUNA ST, BANILAD MANDAUE CITY 6014 CEBU + (022) 340-2322 V. 
TO 22, 26 ТО 27 * makatisales@voWophils.com VOLVO ORTIGAS 08 АОВ AVENUE ORTIGAS 
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cats, PAMOCOR is confident to cater to the needs of Volvo clients in the region. With a 
showroom anchored on Scandinavian d i$ an environment that із as 
relaxing and rewarding аз being behind the wheel of their cars. The experience inside 

the showroom features à line-up of cars that create space to give people an insight into 

‘each model's distinct character. 


‘A lot more is in store (ог Cebu and other neighboring regions as Volvo rolls on to bring 
‘automotive excellence and customer service In this part of the country, Along with other 
offerings such as the pre-owned and accessory facilities, Volvo buyers have more 
options to enjoy their decision to purchase a Volvo. VCI supports and expresses 
confidence in PAMOCOR that with its usual dedication to excellence, it will thus push 
forward and strengthen the Volvo brand in the Queen City of the South. 


Head on to the newly unveiled Volvo Cebu and testdrive stylishly safe and 
sleek Volvos today. 


JOLVO MAKATI 2272 CHINO ROCES AVENUE 


CENTER, PASIG CITY * 097-0114 TO 15 * ortigas-salos@volvophils.com 


‘BEST COPY AVAILABLE? 


ORMERLY PASONG TAMO EXT), MAKATI CITY + 757-1611 
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READY for action, the Avant crouches low and flat on the ground. 


The amazing Audi A4 Avant 


‘THERE IS SOMETHING ABOUT 
the Audi A4 Avant 2.0 TDI that 
suggests athletic power even 
when it is standing still The 
Avantis a station wagon, but look 
how low and flat it crouches оп 
the ground, as if ready to leap in- 
to action at any moment. Notice 
how prominent and 

muscular its sculpted 


shoulders and flanks ON THE 
are. And when it faces RoaD 


you, how the subtly 
menacing big-mouth 
front grille with Audi's 
signature four inter- 
locking rings grabs 
your attention. 

Isthis how a family- 
friendly station wagon 
should impress you? 
Yes, if it is an Audi and 


the buyer in mind, al- Mendoza 


though he/she heads 
a family, enjoys driving high-per- 
formance cars. 

What is amazing about the 
‘Avant2.0TDIis that it is powered 
by a 2.0-iter, DOHC turbodiesel 
direct injection engine capable of 
140 hp/4000 rpm and 320 
Nm/1750-2500 rpm max torque; 
yet its declared average fuel con- 
sumption (highway and city driv- 
ing combined) is approximately 
17km per liter. 


Full tank 

Audis fuel-efficiency claim 
checks out. I drove a full-tanked 
(about 70 liters) Avant TDI a total 
distance of 289 km over several 
days, yet the fuel gauge indicated 
that only one-fourth of the fuel 
was consumed. In other words, I 
averaged 16.5 km per liter al- 
though I once hit 200 kph on the 
traffic-free Skyway. 

The Avant 2.0 TDI sprints from. 
zero to 100 kph in 9.7 seconds 
and its top speed is 212 kph. Not 
as quick as a BMW 3 Series per- 
һар but hey, not bad for a 2.0- 
liter diesel wagon. By the way, the 
Avant is the only diesel wagon 
currently on the market. The 
Chevrolet (actually a Daewoo) 
Optra wago, Volvo V50 and Peu- 
geot 807 are gasoline-fed while 
the Chevrolet (actually an Opel) 
Zafira and Opel Astra wagon, 
both also gasoline-fueled, are no 
longer sold. 

‘Audi’s Multitronic continuous- 
ly variable automatic transmis- 
sion contributes to the fun of 
driving the Avant. You can choose 
the manual shift option with sev- 
en forward speeds or the six- 
speed automatic, either the fuel- 
economical "D" (Drive) or free- 
rewing, closer gear-ratio "S" 
(Sport). Whatever mode you se- 
lect, the electronically managed 
acceleration is smooth and swift, 
although the diesel powerplant 
does get a bit noisy at times. 


Handling 
Audi cars are renowned for 


THE AVANT'S powerful 2.0 TDI 
engine 


ry А 


their sporty handling and in this 
aspect the Avant delivers hand- 
somely. Caroming through bends 
or speeding down straights, the 
turbocharged Avant stays glued 
to the road with steering preci 
sion and superlative riding com- 
fort to boot. Credit goes to the 
suitably- weighted 


cally calibrated chas- 
sis consisting of a 
fourlink front sus- 
pension with electro- 
hydraulic — steering 
and the independent 
wheel, trapezoidal- 
link rear suspension. 
Double-tube gas- 
filled shock аһ 
sorbers, coil springs, 
rebound buffer 
springs and flexibly 
mounted axle sup- 
ports fore and aft with extra-large 
‘dampers guarantee premium ride 
quality. 

‘The cast aluminum wheels are 
shod with 205/55 R16 Continen- 
tal tires and equipped with 
front/rear disc brakes. Aside 
from a diagonally split dual-cir 
cuit braking system, the Electron- 
ic Stabilization Program with 
sensors (ESP 8.0), which includes 
Electronic Differential Lock, Anti- 
Slip Regulation, EBD, hydraulic 
brake assist and ABS, ensures su- 
perb braking power and steering 
control in any situation. 


Safety 

The A4 is complete in terms of 
safety features, what with 2-stage 
front airbags, sideguard head 
airbags, separate chest/pelvis 
side airbags for driver, front pas- 
senger and rear seats, 3-point 
safety belts for all seats with belt 
force limiters and active head re- 
straints in front aside from an ex- 
tremely strong body structure 
and impact-absorbing crumple 
zones. 

Inside, the Avant A4 never lets 
you forget that you are driving a 
premium car. The Avant TDI's ele- 
gant interior includes leather up- 
holstery and trim, multifunction 
leather steering wheel with 
gearshift paddle switches and 
cruise control, power front seats 
with 4-way lumbar support, dual- 
control aircon, automatically dim- 
ming exterior and interior mirrors, 
aluminum finish silver inlays, а 
“Symphony” audio with integrated 
disc CD changer and 10 loud- 
speakers, The remote control key- 
Jess entry, engine immobilizer and 
rear parking sensors add to the am- 
bience of security. 


Cargo 
‘The Avant's twin-loading cargo 
floor with tray underneath is easy 
to clean and has a removable lug- 
gage compartment cover and par- 
tition net. The cargo area increas- 
es from 442 to 1,364 liters when 
the rear seats are folded flat. On 
the other hand, leg room is tight 
for rear seat occupants. 
Summing up, the A4 Avant 2.0 
TDI is amazing because it efi- 
ciently delivers high performance 
at very low fuel consumption. All 
the rest—sporry styling, complete 
safety features, superior handling, 
comfortable ride and classy cab- 
in—are givens because this is an 
‘Audi and it costs P2.995 million 
TODAY'S BUMPER 
STICKER: Lord of the 
Rings (sticker on an 
Audi) 
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No more life-threatening 
brake problems 


Avail of the Rapide Lifetime Brake Limited Warranty 


beg 


For more details, visit any Rapide Branch 
or call our hotline number 895-9486 


EET ue 
Жо SONT ина Tubo a 
totu: бнаа. бйз Cat: ТЫ PmellcentetueQrapidesemph ^. ` 


OPEN FOR FRANCHISING 


‘Assembled and dsinbutod by 
NISSAN MOTOR 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 


visit wwvinissan.com.ph 
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Fun rally and treasure hunt to mark AAP diamond jubilee 


THE AUTOMOTIVE 
Association Philip- 
pines (AAP), the coun- 
trys oldest and most 


ГІ = respected auto club, 
Mitsubishi Adventure Owners Celebrate! vil hold а “Fun Rally 
‘on Sunday, April 30, 
as part of the many 
colorful activities to 
mark its diamond ju- 
bilee celebration. 

‘The Fun Rally and 
‘Treasure Hunt is open 
to all AAP members, 
rallying and nonrally- 
ing drivers, different 
car club members, 
media personalities, 
car manufacturers, 
families and friends, 

Fuel certificates 
will be provided to 
Participants courtesy 
of Petron Extra Un- 
leaded while official 
rally shirts will be 
provided by Veridi- 
um Technology. 


Mitsubishi's > More fun 

ААР officials said 
the inclusion of an 
adventure  race-like 
treasure hunt will 
provide more fun 
and excitement for 
the муу 

"The AAR formerly 
known as the Philip- 
pine Motor Associa- 
tion, is in the fore- 
front of servicing mo- 
torists and acting as 
the conduit and cata- 
lyst berween the gov- 
ernment and the au- 
tomotive industry. 

It is the affiliate of 
the Federation Intema- 
tionale de Г Ашото- 
bile (FIA) in the Philip- 
pines and as such car- 
ries the mandate to 
promote mobility and 
motor spons. 


Other events 

Apart from the fun 
rally, the AP's 75th. 
anniversary celebra- 
tions include a Vin- 
tage Card Motorcade 
(May 7); а 4x4 Com- 
petition (May 13) at 
the Boom grounds; 
and the Denso Kart- 
ing Championship at 
Kart Trak (May 14), 
also at the Boom 
grounds; and фе 
AAP Autocross (May 
14) at the PICC Sec- 
retariat parking, 

‘The first ААР Auto 
Show, meanwhile, 
will be held at the 
PICC Forum from 
May 121014. 

Major sponsors for 
the auto show include 
Petron Corp, Susta- 
gen Premium, Toyota 
Motors — Philippines 
Inc. Denso, Top Gear, 
Nuio7, 105.1 
Crossover, Lipovitan 
and Aqua Sof. 

The weeklong cel- 
ebration will also fea- 
ture the Alternative 
Fuels Conference on 
May 8, also at the 
PICC Forum. 


We are giving away the 50,000th Adventure unit, absolutely free! Open to all Adventure owners: simply register and qualify Volvo XC70 
by taking advantage of the free 16-point check-up; or by availing of an Adventure through our Easy-Own Plans. named Best 


It's our way of thanking you for your continued patronage. Luxury SUV 
Join the celebration now! of the year 
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5 Volvo XC70 Gros 
артан Hina AE Sey iii Е Country bested other 
Model Low DIP 36 mos. 50% DIP] 12 mos. | 18 mos. | ‘competitors in its cate- 
Adventure GLX Gas. | 89,950 | 21720 366,500 | 30,542 | 21291 X gory when it was 
Adventure GLX Diesel x T | 22818 x 381500 | 31.792 | 21.194 named Bet Luxury 
Adventure GLS Sport Gas WT Jesas | 24504 | 155 x 435000 | 34555 | 25056 | 15. X SUV in the recent 
‘Adventure GLS Sport Gas AIT 1450 | 36.751 | 26.175 441,500 | 37,833 | 25.894 held Car Awards 
‘Adventure GLS Sport Diesel ins 34,526 | 24,604 2] [415000 | 34,583 | 23,056 Night. The award was 
| Adventure Super Sport Diesel Std. 36231 | 25.820 | 20. А 38,174 | 26.127 given by the esteemed 
"Арме п presen ZERO rni Pit. ple cto Бий pero DS Speed 
Geartronic Volvo 
packs 210 horses and 
320 ft/lb of torque 
and guarantees max 
imum performance, 
An eye-catching 
new front grille adds 
character while new 
headlamps make the 
XC70 even sportier 
«it cs ag ne ein Oe «es ae tet ore GE ‘Three-split rear 
m my Sd диши e Su perte Ser Sopot Toy im ad ACE rtr Promo runs until May 31, 2006 only. se, шр amps 
soo your nearest Mitsubishi dealer now! } 
-— овы птен view mirror and that 
formidable face con 
vey an all-or-nothing 
approach to detail. 
‘The Volvo XC70 is 
even easier to own 
V with the latest own. 
MITSUBISHI | ership package avail 
MOTORS able: 30 percent 
Р puan Tt down payment, 24 
в узу months to pay, at 0 
percent interest. 
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Don’t let the summer 
months fly by without 
doing anything 
worthwhile. In ш ve yo 
issue, we а 


a | 
ave E 

different e | 
summer 99 
guides to aid you 
in having the best 
summer of your life. We 
have tips on going on a 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Editor Chelo 


irr Ме name/age/ctylmessage to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at pr estyleGinquirer.com.ph 


road trip with friends, 

enjoying comedy in the 

city, achieving your 
summer glow, 

, unleashing 
<2 your inner 
y lS photographer, 

releasing the 
writer in you, 
finding your new age 
self and more. Have an 
eventful summer! 


Compiled by Niño Mark M. Sablan 


2bU! Correspondent 
URE, SUMMER IS A GREAT TIME FOR 
some serious rest and relaxation, but 

don't go too far. Vacation time is also, 
the best time to improve oneself through sem- 
inars and workshops. Here are some of them. 

Join Merk's Bar Bistro's "Merkland: The- 
ater by Children," which offers theater, act- 
ing, singing, reading and storytelling work- 
shops. There are 12 sessions per class and a 
culminating activity on May 26. Fee is P4,500 
per student plus P500 production cost. E-mail 
mail@merkbarbistro.com for more details. 

ABS-CBN is offering summer courses from 
May 8-26. Courses available are acting, voice 
lessons, musical theater, modeling and pro- 
jection, image enhancement, digital photog. 
raphy, speech and oral declamation, jazz 
funk, street dance, practical self-defense, cin- 
'ematic wushu, jiu-jitsu and muay thai. Call 
4153828 or 4169366 or e-mail work 
shops@abs-cbn.pinoycentral.com 


‘The RJ Academy of Music offers courses on 
acoustic/classical guitar, lead/bass, drums, 
voice and keyboard. Rate is P4,500 for 12 
lessons, and P9,000 for 24 lessons. Call RJ's 


Robinsons Galleria branch at 6358142 and [^ 


6359275. 

John Robert Powers is holding summer 
workshops on personality development, act- 
ing, modeling, etiquette and grooming. Call 
8929511 or 9270465. 

Ayala Museum's summer workshops in- 
clude drawing, painting and arts and crafts, 
for young adults aged 13-17. Adult art class- 
es are for those 18 and up. Practical and ap- 
plied arts courses include jewelry making, 
mosaic making and book arts. Call 7577117 
to 21 loc. 29 or e-mail workshops@ayala- 
museum.org 

Parents and preschoolersas well as early el- 
ementary teachers may want to join Adarna's 


|а 
n 


f 
f 


summer workshops on beginning reading | 


(May 13, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). The workshop will 
be held at Raya School (73-A Scout Limbaga 
GEC 
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EE Chief of Correspondents Pam Pastor Call Facial Care Centre 
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Lots of allergies. Just one Zyrtec. 
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.. Subscribe to Worldpass or purchase Worldpass. 

* prepaid vouchers and surf from across the 
beach to across the world. You can also 
download games or chat with your friends. The 
country's most famous beach is again a Wi-Fi 
mesh thanks to Globe Broadband. Bring your ~~ 
laptop, PDA or any Wi-Fi device and surf 
anywhere in the world. 
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By Danicar Mariano 
2bU! Correspondent 


“There are a hundred ways to kneel 
and kiss the ground.” 

"This summer, expand those ways. Listen to 
your hundred sécret voices. Learn new, cre- 
ative and profound paths to prayer. Return and 
pay tribute to your source. Develop a personal 
experience with the universal unconscious. Be 
aware of skills buried within you all along. 

+ Know that foresight is nothing but insight to a 
past, present and future, Discover the power of 
empathy and what it has to offer. See and 
sense energy while vibrating to a higher con- 
sciousness. 

Welcome to your new-age summer guide. 

You have the incense, the bath salts, the 
crystals. You prefer herbal tea than coffee. You 
know that OBE is an out-of-body experience 
and ESP is not something women have before 
their periods. You know the astral plane is not 
something that is faster than the Concorde. 
You know the yin yang is more than that sym- 
bol from "Karate Kid,” and channeling is not 
just switching TV stations. 

You may have even heard of Jaime Licauco, 
‘Tony Perez and the Spirit Questors. You've had 
your fill of “magical experiences” that are too 
good to be coincidental. You're even planning 
to buy that crystal ball from Quiapo. Lets ask. 
what summer has in store to quench the 
hunger of seekers like you. 


R* ‘THE SUFI MYSTIC POET, SAYS, 


Hypnosis and hypnotherapy 
‘Workshops on hypnosis and hypnotherapy 
are being offered by Ateneo's psychology de- 
partment, with topics that include age and 
pastlife regression, automatic writing, hand 
= levitation, astral travel, spirit of the coin, read- 
* sing the crystal ball, using the astral rod and, of 
* course, healing. It is a very experiential course 
facilitated by Fr. Bulatao S.J, Ph.D, a multi 
awarded Jesuit teacher and previous president 
of the Psychological Association of the Philip- 
pines. 
"The workshop is held Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, 3:30-6 p.m., until May 31. Call 
4266001 local 5260. 


Reading hidden meanings 
Since New Age is all about looking into 
yourself to discover clues left by the divine, 
many seekers are inclined to believe in hidden. 
meanings left in the stars, in tarot cards, or in 

our hands and faces. 

‘There are tarot cards available in Power- 
., Books and A Different Bookstore, complete 
‘+ with manuals, as well as books on palmistry. To 


‘Get busy 


St, QC). Call 3723548 loc. 110 or e-mail 
events@adarna.com.ph 

‘Trumpets will hold its annual summer 

‘workshops in its new workshop venue at AFP 

(s -: Theater, apart from its venues at the Shangri- 

La Plaza Mall and Alabang Town Center. 

" There will be workshops on musical theater, 

voice, modeling, street dancing, public speak- 


Book signing 
with the “Bad Boy” 


HERE'S SOMETHING FOR ALL BASKETBALL 
fans. The undisputed “bad boy” of the NBA, 
Dennis Rodman, will be signing copies of his 
latest book, “I Should be Dead By Now,” at the 
Fully Booked 

Gateway 

branch in 

Cubao on April 

30, 2 pm.-5 


:pm. 
Dennis Rod: 
"man is arriv- 

ing in Manila 

as part of his 

Bad Boy bas 

ketball tour. 

He and a 

group of for- 

mer МВА 

players will 

be taking on 

our very own 

Philippine National basket- 

ball team at the Araneta Coliseum on May 1 
There are 500 exclusive copies of the 220- 

page hardcover book, which will be released 

for the first time in the Philippines since it was 

published late last year. "I Should be Dead by 

Now” will be available for sale in all Fully 

Booked branches by April 29 at P1,399. 
Those who purchase a book are guaranteed 

to have their copy autographed by the NBA 

star. (Please note that Rodman will only be 

signing his book.) Gateway Mall opens its 

doors at 10 a.m. 


Listen to your hundred 
secret voices. Or learn 
new, creative and 
profound paths to prayer 


leam how to read tarot cards, call 0917- 
8944672. 

Merriam Webster Bookstore in Riverbanks, 
Marikina, has a book on how to read faces, and 
dream interpretation journals. Since summer 
vacation is the best time to get that well-de- 
served rest, why not make an adventure out of 
sleeping by learning to interpret your dreams? 

Survey as many New Age books as you can, 
but remember, as Sam Keen says in “Hymns to 
an Unknown God,” “always keep your spiritual 
bullsh*t detector turned on.” Be discerning 
and keep your common sense. 

Crystals for healing, crystal balls for fortune 
telling, candles of various shapes and sizes as 
well as amulets, oils and herbs for various ritu- 
als are all available in Quiapo. 


‘Chakras’ and ‘pranic’ healing 

‘There is an ancient belief that says we are 
enveloped in energy fields, with specific ener- 
gy centers called chakra distributed up and 
down our spines. 

According to Lourdes Ramos, who is offer- 
inga chakra therapy course under the psychol- 
ogy department of Ateneo, “chakras are also 
symbolic energy patterns of past conditioning 
which govern our behavioral tendencies. Any 
imbalances within and among the chakras may 
‘manifest as physical, emotional, mental and or 
spiritual difficulties.” 

Other institutions that offer Chakra Thera- 
py Pranic Healing and Aura Reading are Earth 
Haven (tel, 9283250), Sarilaya Alternative 
Healing Center (0919-8985932), and the 
World Pranic Healing Foundation with office 
in Medical City, Ortigas. 

Meditation is becoming more popular as we 
realize the importance of balancing the emo- 
tional, psychological, spiritual as well as physi- 
cal aspects of our lives. Brahma Kumaris fos- 
ters meditation and personality analysis 
through its life goal talks and retreat-like semi- 
mars. Call 9229231. 


Mind-body balance 

‘Alternative healing need not be alternative. 
Since New Agers aspire for balance, taking 
care of and loving the body is of prime impor- 
tance. Likha Diwa is an organic restaurant in 
Gulod, CP Garcia near UP Diliman, serving 


From page Cl 


ing and hosting. This year also marks the sec- 
ond year of Summer Stock, an advanced mu- 
sical theater class handled in a semi-profes- 
sional environment where students also get to 
produce a major play Call 6362842 or 
6354478. 

The University of the Philippines Film Insti- 
tute is holding film and digital production 


Summer glowin ~~- 


line brightens the skin visibly, but 
don't worry about causing your 
hhard-eamed tan to fade. In fact, 
using the proper whitening (or 
brightening) products before you 
go out into the sun will give you a 
more even tan, provided you 
slather on ample amounts of sun- 
screen, If you don't use sunscreen, 
you'll simply bum faster. 


Hairy issues 

Swimming can be potentially 
dangerous to your crowning glory. 
Whether it's salt water or chlorine, 
taking that dip entails a lot more 
trouble for your hair than you 
think. Sure, naturally sundight 
ened hair looks cool, but when 
your hair becomes dry and brittle, 
the surfergirl look suddenly 
doesn't seem that great. 

However, aside from being ugly, 
swimming caps are hot and un- 
comfortable. Instead, go for hair- 
saving products that prevent or 
treat hair damage. 

Kerastase Soleils line of shan 
poo, hair masks and protective 
‘sprays provides the most luxurious 
treatments for sun-damaged hal, 
while Tigi Bed Heads Manipulator 
shampoo and conditioner set 
smells ike coconuts and fruit cock- 


1886). 


I BEST COPY AVAILABL 


tails. Kerastase, in particular, deep- 
conditions and smoothens hair 
from the root, so you won't have to 
worry about immediate damage 
control after swimming. 

‘Also, check out Schwarzkopf's 
professional hair care and styling 
products, which don’t leave prod- 
uet buildup even when you use 
them everyday. For party nights, 
mist your hair with Tigi Carwall’s 
Camera Ready shine spray, which 
can give even the most damaged 
hair some serious shine. 

‘Want to try a new hairdo for the 
summer? Louis Kee of Salon de 
Xen works wonders. Check out Sa- 
Ton de Ken at Glass Tower Build- 
ing, G/Ę C. Palanca St, Legaspi 
Village, Makati (8928352/848- 


Fruit cocktail colors 

While summer is not the best 
time for heavy makeup, it doesn't 
mean you can't wear any, either. 
Many Filipinas avoid foundation 
like the plague, but foundation can 
cover up imperfections and even 
‘ut skin tone, provided we go for 
the right shade, 

According to Kakuyasu Uchiide, 
chief makeup artist of Shu Uemura 
International, there's no need to 


unique meals geared for natural health and 
wellness. 

Nurture Spa in Tagaytay also offers holistic 
therapy wellness sessions under a renowned 
clinical psychologist. Learning to relax, after 
all, is crucial to reaching higher states of con- 
sciousness. Call Fiesta Pacific Travel and Tours 
for details. 

With mind-body balance being crucial to 
New Agers, movement and exercises also fol- 
low suit. Moving meditations like tai chi, qui 
gong, yoga and other exercises that promise 
not only to keep you fit but also heighten your 
spirituality are considered worthwhile activi- 
ties 

Yoga classes are held every Tuesday and Fri- 
days at the Ateneo PE. department. Call 
4266001. 


Artistic expression 

New Age recognizes the importance of artis- 
tic expression and imagination. Discover your 
"inner goddess" through a women empower- 
ment writing workshop under Aida Santos, 
wherein participants are taught to write from 
the body: Sensual and erotic writing is one of 
the segments of this very intimate workshop, 
as well as the art of journaling and self-reflec- 
tion. Call 0919-6070015. 


‘Travel to a higher consciousness 

What would any New Age summer guide be. 
without nature trips? After all, itis a belief sys- 
tem founded on the premise that the divine is 
found everywhere, especially in mother na- 
ture. As the Gnostic gospel of Thomas says: 
“The kingdom of God is inside you and all 
around you. Break a piece of rock and I am 
there. Split a piece of stone and 1 am with 
vu 

Climbing a mountain is one such mystical 
experience. Fortunately for us, the Philippines 
is blessed with many mountains. A trip to 
Sagada, Mt. Apo or Mt. Makiling could prove 
to be very meaningful experiences. 

One of the more popular mystical mountain 
destinations is Mt. Banahaw. Residents there 
dwell in a culture reminiscent of our pre-colo- 
nial babaylan tradition with a woman as head 
of the community. The mountain also hosts 
many faith healers. 

With proper attitude, going to beaches 
can also be a spiritual experience. Swim- 
ming in salt water purifies our aura and be- 
ing buried in sand rejuvenates our energy. 
Or why not swim with whale sharks in Don- 
sol, Sorsogon? The experience, so they say, 
is amazing and transcendental. Call Fiesta 
Pacific Travel and Tours, 0917-8812882 or 
0919-2419131. 


workshops. Upcoming topics include black- 
and-white photography (May 1-6), basic non- 
linear editing (May 8-13), alternative 
scriptwriting (May 8-13), art and animation 
(May 15-27) and cinematography for digital 
filmmaking (May 29, 30, 31, June 1, 2and 3). 
Call 9263640 or 9262722 (Laisa) or e-mail 
bjorki71@yahoo.com 


ey 


as the heat rises. 


a bri 


and youre set. 


Compiled by Tammy David 
2bUI Correspondent 


TS SUMMER, WHICH 

means plenty of time and 

plenty of light that's perfect. 
for photography. It is a time 
when you can actually go 
around and explore. 

Summer is also a time when you can 
take creative workshops, feast your eyes 
on creative exhibits, take city tours and at- 
tend fiestas across the country. In all of 
this, take your camera along. 

Here are some suggestions so you can 
flex your photography muscles this sum- 
mer. 


1. View an exhibit. 

Photographs by Wawi Navarozza and 
Julius Clar, April 27-May 11 

Fine art prints and photographs by 
Bencab, Virgillio Aviado, Wig Tysmans, 
Nap Jamir, Bien Bautista, Neal Oshima, 
May 15-June 3 

Both exhibits at One Workshop. 

G/F, La Fuerza Plaza П, Don Chino Ro- 
ces Ave and Sabio St., Makati City 

Call 8192074; telefax 8105094; visit 
www.oneworkshop.net 

Workshop on photojournalism by 
Cheryl Р. Ravelo, Aaron Favila and Mike 
Alguinto, May 12-14 

Café Ischia 

Boracay Beach Club, Balabag 

E-mail newsrepublic23@yahoo.com 

"ӨХ : Ten Years of Jay Alonzo,” April 
429 

“Noon at Ngayon,” an exhibit of the 
winners of the nationwide photo compe- 
tition on Philippine architectural land- 
marks over time, May 10-31 

‘The Alcove Photo Gallery 

Filipinas Heritage Library, Makati Av- 
enue and Ayala Triangle, Makati City 

«1017 Photographs,” a group exhibit 
of 60 photographs taken during the State 


of National Emergency last Febi 

‘The Oarhouse 

1803 A. Mabini St., Malate, M 

Visit www.oarhouse.blogspo! 

“Filipinas,” an exhibit of int 
traits of 30 women from the ar 
tion, social work, civil society 
tics, photographed by Isa Loren| 
rated by Deanna Ongpin-Recto] 
until May 8 

Kawilihan Gallery 

University of the Philippines} 
Quezon City 

Call 8323702; visit www 
sphoto.com/filipinas/ 


2. Join a workshop. 

Ast Photography Expediti 
shop 2006 , a photo workshor| 
of Sagada in the footsteps of thd 
ter documentary photographe] 
Masferre. Lecturers and facili 
Alex Baluyut, Jimmy A. Don| 
Nartea, Dave Leprozo Jr. 

May 13 (Raw File Images Gal 
daluyong City) 

May 17-20 (Sagada Guesthc 
ferre Inn and Gallery Sagada, 
Province) 

Call 5313823 or em 
file@gmail.com; visit wwwphe 
tion. blogspot.com 

Package cost is P15,000 only. 

Basic photography with 
Navasero 

‘With Eric Torres as guest lec 
en Saturdays, 2-5 p.m. Subjec! 
digital/manual camera .opera 
composition, light, line, textu 
and objects, photojournalism} 
ture, ongoing until May 28. 

Call 0916-7060130. 

Photojournalism- worksho 
conducted by Cheryl Paz 
Reuters, Aaron Favila of Associ 
and Mike Alquinto -of Europ: 
Agency, May 12-14 

Casa Pilar Beach Resort, В 


By Bianca Consunji 
2bUI Correspondent 


‘THE TRUTH IS, THERE ARE A LOT OF 
young aspiring writers—a lot more than 
publications can absorb. At the same 
time, however, a lot of companies also 
look for fresh talent every day. While it 
does take a certain amount of luck to get 
published, most of it really involves hard 
work and perseverance on the writers 
end. Э 

What does it take to get published? 
Make sure your stuff is polished, and, 
‘when you're confident about your writ- 
ing, send your sample work to editors. 

Or you can do the following: 


Take workshops 

‘To be completely honest, a lot of writ- 
ers think they're a lot better than they re- 
ally are. Writing workshops will help 
them get an outsider’s perspective of 
their work. Usually, workshops are mod- 
erated by an experienced authority so the 
feedback writers receive from their peers 
will be constructive. 

‘While workshops—online workshops, 
for instance—without moderators end up 
being either overly negative (too much 
bashing) or positive (some groups coddle 
each other), you could give them a try. 
Some schools offer summer workshops. If 
yours doesn't, try applying for the annual. 


For starters, геа 


that pen movini 


writers’ workshops like Sillim: 
UP's. 


Practice writing exercises 

So you can'tjoin a workshop y4 
more pieces on your own in orde] 
ish your style and voice. Blog, jq 
rum, write short stories and ess 
anything to get that pen movin 
sound natural, and avoid using | 
pompous words that don’t real 
anything, unless you want to sol 
tentious, 

‘Try to set а goal. When yo 
working on a deadline, writing i 
put off. Do not wait for inspir: 
these moments rarely come anl 
they do, you're usually about to 
are in the bathtub or doing so 
equally inconvenient. If you can 
write one piece a week. Doing so 
help build your portfolio, so y 
something to submit justin case + 
asks forit. 


wear foundation оп your entire 
face; apply it only on areas you 
need. Again, the right shade is cru 
cial—to make sure, blend it on 
your jaw and check if the color dis- 
appears into your skin. This sea- 
son, avoid heavy creams, powder 
and pancake formulas, as they 
have a tendency to become chalky 


Go for liquid, gel or mousse for- 
mulas and top off with a light dust- 
ing of loose powder to set the 
makeup. Shu Uemura UV Under- 
base is a tinted primer with SPF17 
and ean be used under other foun- 
dations in order to make them last 
longer LOreal Sheer Cashmere 
and Maybelline Clear Smooth Gel 
ог Dream Matte Mousse are also 
good formulas for the season. 
Summer is also the best time to 
experiment with color: Bright hues 
such as pink, orange, yellow, blue 
and green look great paired with 
softer neutrals, You dont have to 
use the whole color palette on your 
eyelids, Just line your peepers with 
X. pencil (пу Shu Uemura 
eye light pencil in yellow/blue), 
sweep on some blush and lip gloss, 


‘Thy LOreal's Colorjulce lip gloss- 
es, which taste as yummy as they 


SHU Uemura 
UV Underbase 
SPFI7 


LOREAL Sheer 
Cashmere 


look, and pair them with the deli 
cious-smelling Blush Delice (Fresh 
Papaya and Pink Grapefruit look 
great on Filipina skin tones). Be 
sure to check out Shu Uemura’s 
‘Summer 2006 palette, which con- 
tains one blue and two amber eye- 
shadows, and a coral-pink blush. 
MAC's Culturebloom collection, 
meanwhile, inspired by the En- 
glish countryside, has bright floral- 
inspired eyeshadows and blushes, 
"This season also saw the return of 
false lashes, although it might be 
wise to limit them to parties and 
mot beaches. 


Workshops 

Some brands hold workshops 
once in a while so customers can 
familiarize themselves with their 
producs. Ask your favorite counter 
managers or cal Rustan's at 


8442451 to ask which brands have 
upcoming events. You may even 
score some freebies if you attend, 


You can also sit down with one. 


of the counter managers and ssh 
them how to apply certain pr! 
ucts. They will only Бе too happy 
to help you. Asking a couple ot 
questions can save you from buy 
ing a product that does not ми 
you, or will use only once in а 
while 


Those who want to make a c4 


reer out of beauty can enroll in а 
makeup school to leam formal 
makeup application. The Cemer 
for Aesthetic Studies Manila, man 
aged by Frank Provost (897035. 
offers regular lessons on basic nd 
advanced makeup techniques 1t 
also 
makeup brushes at reasombie 
prices, so if you want to spend 
P5,000 on a set and not just one 
brush, give the Center a call. 


sels professional-qusiny 


Makeup mavens might he 


‘want to get a copy of the May ise 
of Marie Claire magazine, which 
features the Prix d'Excellence a 
Beaute (beauty awards) in отт 
to check out the latest and the 
greatest in the beauty business 


E-mail the author at biances. 


sunjiGyahoo com 


Diliman, 


Eduardo 
ators are 


uer, sev- 
s include 
ions, art 
, shapes 
portrai- 


TIUSTRATONBY CA NSTADES 


Use the sunshiny 
months to fire 
away with your 
camera 


land 
‚. Email newsrepublic23 yahoo.com; 
visit www.pinoybox.com/newsrepublic 
Food-photo trip, a one-day photo- 
graphic and gastronomic tour of Laguna 
and Quezon to be conducted by Jay Alon- 
8pm. 
Filipinas Heritage 
8921801. 
Workshop fee is P3,000. 
Digital Photography 101: Photogra- 
phy and the Computer workshop by Jay 
Alonzo, May 22, 23, 24, 29 and 30, 6-9 


Library, 


pm. 
Call Filipinas Heritage Library. 
Workshop fee is P3,500. 


Kids and Camera, a photography for 
kids workshop by Rey Ferbandos, May 


27,9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Call Filipinas Heritage Library. 
Workshop fee is P2,500. 


Lighting for portrait photography by 


Jay Alonzo, April 22-23, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Call Filipinas Heritage Library 
Workshop fee is P4,000. 
Black-and-white photography work- 

shop, May 1-6, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

University of the Philippines Film Insti- 
tute 

Diliman, Quezon City 

Call 9263640, 9262722. 

Workshop fee is P7,500. 

Basic photography workshop by Jun 
Miranda, April 18-20 

Philippine Center for Creative Imaging 

2/F Kodak Bldg. 2247 Pasong Tamo, 
Makati City 

Call 7593087; fax 8925281; e-mail in- 
quiry@pcci.com.ph; visit  http://pc- 
ci.com.ph 

Workshop fee is P6,400 +VAT. 

Commercial product photography 
workshop by Ibarra Deri, May 1-2 

Philippine Center for Creative Imaging 

Workshop fee is P4,800. 

Wedding photography workshop by 
Patrick Uy, May 29-30 

Philippine Center for Creative Imaging 

Workshop fee is P4,800. 

Celebrity-glamour portrait photog- 
raphy by Dominique James, May 20-21 

Philippine Center for Creative Imaging 

Workshop fee is P5,000. 

RTW and haute couture fashion pho- 
tography by Dominique James, April 29- 
30 

Philippine Center for Creative Imaging 

Workshop fee is P5,000. 


3. Take a photo trip. 

Celdran Tours by Carlos Celdran 

Contact at 0926-2597506; e-mail cel- 
drantours@hotmail.com; visit 
http://www.celdrantours.blogspot.com 

‘Marikina City Tour by Mario Villanue- 
va, city tourism officer 

Call 9346784; 
http://www.mariki- 
na.gov.ph/pages/citygov/depart- 
ments/tourism jsp. 


visit 


Quezon province festivals: 
Zarzuela sa Infanta, 3rd week of April 
Mayohan sa Tayabas, May 12-15 
Pahiyas sa Lucban, May 15 
Pasayahan sa Lucena, May 26-30 
Balwarte sa Gumaca, May 15 
Visit http://wwwdiscoverque- 
zon.com/ 


4. Volunteer as a photography as- 
sistant. 

Jake Verzosa, fashion, travel and doc- 
umentary photographer 

Send curriculum vitae and portfolio to 
jverzosa@gmail.com; visit http://ja- 
kee.blogspot.com 

Daniel Tan, digital photographer 

Send CV and portfolio to бап phGya- 
hoo.com 

Visit wwnwphotos.ph/dtam ph; call 
7132502 or 7132535 for more info 

Blow Up Babies 

Email CV and portfolio to in- 
fo@blowupbabies.com; visit 
wwwblowupbabies.com for more info 


to 


5. Join a photo contest. 

Epson EPIX'06 

Themes are "Vanishing Scenes" and 
"The Filipino Achiever" 

Deadlines: April 29 (Metro Manila) 
and May 6 (province) 

Visit http//www.epson- 
epix.com/about_epix06.htm! 

Call 8105094; telefax 8192074 

Panibagong Paraan 2006: Develop- 
ment with Equity Photo Competition 

Entries must depict how equity issues 
are related to income and income oppor- 
tunities, social services, assets, livelihood 
and natural resources 

Deadline: April 30 

Visit http://www. panibagong- 
paraan.com/ideas-photo.html 

Call 9173047; e-mail dimp@world- 
bank.org 


E-mail tammydavid@gmail.com 


Read more 

If you want to be a writer, you have to 
read, One of my professors, Charlene Fer- 
nandez, once told our class about a stu- 
dent who submitted a rather bad story’ 
about a boy who discovered that he was a 
wizard. Sounds familiar? She suggested 
that he read the Harry Potter series, but 
he refused because he didn't want to 
"taint his writing style by reading other 
books.” 

Not only will reading more books open 
your mind to new things, it will also help 
you discover what's been done and what 
sounds trite. It will also possibly save you 
from the unforgivable sin of plagiarism. 

Read everything and anything that you 
сап get your hands on—literary classics, 
short stories, poetry, stuff by local writers 
(you will learn a lot by reading them), 
and even pulp fiction, if you want, Be 
picky about the quality of the material 
you read, but don’t sniff at unfamiliar 
genres and authors, 


Join contests 

Don't aim for the Palancas just yet if 
you're a beginner. Join school contests 
‘and essay competitions for starters. You 
сап also aim at magazine and newspaper 
contests, You'll be competing against 
hundreds of people, so you have to write 
attention-catching stuff. Ever wonder 


why you never win prizes when you sub- 
mit your entries to newspapers? Your 
piece probably wasn’t remarkable. Put ef- 
fort in everything you submit. 

-Ityou're part of the school newspaper 
staff, take things to a different level by 
submitting to magazines. If they like your 
work, they might get in touch with you to 
do an article or two for them. Some mag- 
azines have a regular pool of teen writers, 
such as Candy's Council of Cool and Sev- 
enteen’s Teen Advisory Board. They can 
be your stepping stone to a regular writ- 
ing career. 


Take a writing course 

‘Taking up Creative Writing or Joumal- 
ism in college may sound easy, but it's 
not. There are deadlines every week, and 
the professors are pretty tough. However, 
this will definitely set you on the right 
path, should you choose to follow that ca- 
Teer (some back out and shift to other 
courses, or end up doing something com- 
pletely different when they graduate). 

On the other hand, a lot of excellent 
writers are graduates of other courses 
such as Engineering, Business Adminis- 
tration or other unrelated courses, so 
having a writing course in college is no 
guarantee ofa steady career later on. 


Email the author at biancaconsun- 
ji@yahoo.com 
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STEVE Jobs meets Bill Gates: Intel-based Mac computers can now 
run on the Microsoft operating system. 


Windows on a аб 


By Bela Formoso 


2bUI Contributor 
HEYVE FINALLY 
done it! Now you 
can run Windows 
on, of all things, a Mac 
computer! 

‘On April 5, 2006, Apple intro- 
duced to the world Boot Camp, a 
public beta software that en- 
ables Intel-based Mac computers 
to run Windows ХВ Boot Camp 
allows users with a Microsoft 
Windows XP installation disc to 
install Windows XP on either the 
new iMac, MacBook Pro Laptop 
ог Mac Mini, and once installa- 
tion is complete, users can 
restart their computer to run ei 
ther the Mac OS X operating sys- 
tem or Windows XP operating 
system. 

Says Walter Mossberg of Per- 
sonal Technology from The Wall 
Street Journal, “That makes the 


sell or support Windows, but 
many customers have expressed 
their interest to run Windows on 
Apple's superior hardware now 
that we use Intel processors,” 
said Philip Schiller, Apple's se- 
nior vice president of Worldwide. 
Produet Marketing, "We think 
Boot Camp makes the Mac even 
more appealing to Windows 
users considering making the 
switch. 

The beauty of the software is 
thatit makes it possible to switch. 
between the Mac OS X and Win- 
dows XP operating systems easi- 
ly so now users can run pro- 
grams that are really only avail- 
able on the Windows operating 
system on their Mac computers. 
"The presence of Intel processors 
inside the Mac hardware make 
for running Windows XP practi- 
cally flawless and faster than in 
regular PCs, according to Moss- 
berg. 


par 
boracay, 


9-01 


Download Boot Camp for free 
at — wwwapple.com/macosx/ 
bootcamp as a preview software 
licensed for use on a trial basis 
for a limited time. The final ver- 
sion of Boot Camp will be avail- 
able as a feature in the upcoming 
Mac OS X version 10.5 "Leop- 
ard” that will be previewed at 
Apples Worldwide Developer 
Conference in August, 


iMac, the Mac Mini and the Mac- 
Book Pro Laptop the only com- 
puters in the world that allow 
mainstream users to run both 
operating systems ас. full 
speed... Whether you want to 
run Mac or Windows programs, 
an Apple computer may be the 
only computer you'll need.” 
"Apple has no desire or plan to 
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fly seair and get access to the 
hottest parties this summer! 
mojofly concert 
the dawn 


20th anniversary concert 


reggae night 
superbods beachfest 


(bikini contest) 
and more 
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Globe Broadband connects Boracay beach to the rest: 
"gf the world. Sübscribé to Worldpass or purchase 
Worldpass prepaid vouchers and catch up with your 
friends while you catch the blazing sun. You can also video 
stream and play games as you work оп your tan. 
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line contains. 
an essence, 
‘emulsion, 
massage gel, 
and lotion. 


TIGI Bed Head's 


Manipulator shampoo 
and conditioner 


PAMPER sun- 
damaged hair with 
Kerastase Soleil hair 
protecting spray, hair 
mask and shampoo. 
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Thank Goodness \t’s Five days. 


If you don't get a decision on your home loan application in 5 days or less, 
we'll give you 1% off on your first year interest rate. 


THEBODY Shop's 


Vitamin Cline «ze: 
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Text by Bianca Consunji 
2ЫЛ Correspondent 
Photos by Ocs Alvarez 


UMMER, PERHAPS, IS THE BEST 
time to be kikay. There's по need to 
fuss over all-night term papers and pro- 

jects, and getting ready in the morning 

doesn't have to take all of two minutes, unlike 
during the regular school season. 


The real skinny 


However, it is also not the best season to pile 


humid weather will make them cake. So work on 

your skin first. If you suffered from heavy break- 

‘outs during the month of the term papers, it 

might be a good idea to visit your dermatologist 

before applying various products on your face, as 

they might make your acne worse. Try 

VMV Hypoallergenics’ facials at their 

free-standing store at the Independent 

Lifestyles wing in Power Plant Mall at 
Rockwell (8908155). 

‘Start with a basic skincare routine: 

Cleanse, tone and moisturize regulary. 

It is even more important during this 

season to use sunscreen every day, even 

if youre not going to the beach. Even 

harsh indoor lights cause skin damage that won't 

show until a few years later, when its too late to 


reverse. 
‘VMV's unbeatable line of sunscreen, which 


A METROBANK SUBSIDIARY 


has varying SPFs of 30, 
45, 60, and 70, plus SPF 
60 lip balm 


рси fun sed Ug So sens 
ейи кш bers Ace ARMADA 


dudes various degrees of SPF30, 45, 60 and 70, 
may not be cheap but the price of good skin is 
definitely worth it. The SPF70 Sport Sunblock is 
sweat and waterproof: Perfect for athletes and 
beach bums. 

Ifyou have pimples, zap minor breakouts with 
a dab of Mario Badescu's famous Drying Lotion, 
which contains alcohol to dry the zit, and 
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LOREAL Colorjuice in Raspberry, Blush 
Delice in Fresh Papaya and Pink Grapefruit, 
and Orange Colorjuice 


calamine lotion to soothe it. Follow up with the 
MB Healing Cream, a moisturizer that effectively 
calms aggravated red areas. For back acne (bac- 
ne), use an exfoliating scrub (try real Exfoton- 
ic) to get rid of dead skin cells that make your 
skin look rough and dull, and follow with a dab 
of VMV Id Sweat Acne and Overall Antibacterial 
Gel on the affected spots. 

Iyouve already gotten sunburned from a trip. 
to the beach, take extra care in treating your 
skin. Sunburned skin is damaged skin, so choose 
your products well. lather your skin with cool- 
ing and moisturizing products to 
soothe the burn and to prevent any dí 
further flaking. Do not peel off 
bumt skin with your fingers—you'l 
only tug at other parts that arent 
ready to come off yet. 

“Treat yourself to The Body Shop's Vita- 
min C line, which contains antioxidants to pro- 
tect the skin from the sun and free radicals which 
accelerate aging. For maximum benefits, try the. 
Vitamin C-Plus Time Release Capsules and the. 
Vitamin C Intensive Night Treatment to make 
your skin glow. 

Ту Clarins Sun Wrinkle Control Cream with 
SPF30 for a treatment that provides protection 
at the same time, and DOreal Nutrisoft Velvet 
Body Lotion over dry, cracked areas. For a 
moisturizing product with a sexy sheen, go 
for VMV Elation Skin Dew body ой. 

Even out your complexion with a product 
that naturally lightens your skin—do not, 
under any circumstances, use bleaching prod- 
ucts unless you want to cause further damage. 

Shu Uemura's reformulated White Recovery 

SUMMER C2 


LOREAL Exfotonic Í 


exfoliating scrub, 

Nutrisoft Velvet 
CLARINS Sun Wrinkle === 
Control Cream SPF30, 
Clarins Sun Care 
Cream SPF30, L'Oreal 
UV Perfect sunscreen 
SPF50, DiorSnow 
Pure UV SPF50 


iF 


TIGI Catwalk spray 
protects your hair 
and gives it shine. 


MAYBELLINE Dream 
Matte mousse, 
L'Oreal True Match 
and Maybelline Clear 


MARIO Badescu 
Healing Cream and 
Drying Lotion 
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Body Lotionand , mes, 
Firming Body Gel ^ 
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Get it now at any PSBank branch nationwide. 


For more information: Cali us: 845-8772 Text us: PSBANK HOME AD name» «landline nos.> 
«email address> then send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-2327 for Globe and other users 
Email us: info@psbank.com.ph * 


Offer runs from April 24, 2006 up to June 30, 2006. See flyers for details. 


Q^ For more Information 
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By Gmeleen Faye B. Tomboc 
2bUI Correspondent 


F YOU HAD ONE OR TWO 
I days off and a full tank of gas, 
where would you go? For the 
wanderlust in you, 2bU! gives a 
rundown of beaches, historical 
monuments and natural wonders 
within driving distance of Manila. 


Tagaytay/Taal 

There's a lot more to Tagaytay than Mush- 
roomburger and Breakfast at Antonio's. A 
short drive from ‘Tagaytay is Talisay town. 
Hire a small boat out to the volcano island in 
the middle of Taal Lake. You can arrange to 
trek up the volcano crater, or you can charter 
a horse to save you all that hiking. 

If you'd rather stay away from this active 
volcano, head to the Taal Lake Yacht Club for 
sailing, hobie racing and windsurfing, Pitch 
your tent on the ground and have a roaring 
bonfire in the evening by the lake. On the way 
back to Manila in the morning, stop by Leslie's 
in Tagaytay for bulalo and for a spectacular 
view of Taal Volcano. 


Nasugbu, Matabungkay 

Iflakes are not your thing, drive another 45 
minutes past Tagaytay down the hill to Lian. 
Turn right after the sugar mill to Nasugbu, or 
turn left to Matabungkay beach. You can hire 
a raft for a few hours for around P1,000. For 
European-style cooking, hie off to the restau- 
rant at Coral Beach Club in Matabungkay: An 
overnight stay at the more well-known resorts 
will set you back by P2,000-P4,000 per room. 


Laiya, San Juan, Batangas 

If you'd rather laze around on a white-sand 
beach, but don't want to fly (or drive!) all the 
way to Boracay, head south to Laiya beach on 
the South Eastern tip of Batangas. Both econ- 
omy and upscale resorts abound in this area, 
so budget shouldn't be much ofa problem. 

Bring your own picnic basket and rent an 
open shed if you just plan to stay for the day. 
Swim, snorkel and go boating. If you've had 
too much of the sea, trek to the Naambon wa- 
terfalls about 3 km from the beach. For cul- 
ture buffs, hop to the town proper and gawk 
at the elegant pre-war mansions. Laiya is 
quite a drive, so check wwwcampers- 
point.com for directions. 


Rizal, Laguna 

Allot an entire weekend to go around Lagu- 
na Lake. Start your trip by taking in the sights 
at Antipolo. Drive down through Cainta, Тау- 
tay, Angono, Binangonan, Morong, Baras, 
Tanay and Pillila. Most of the churches in 
these towns were built in the 18th century, so 
it’s best to drop by each. 

From there you'll reach the town of 
Mabitac, Laguna. Head to Pangil, and then to 
Pakil, renowned for its carved toothpicks. 
Next stop would be Paete, where woodcarv- 
ings and taka (papièr mâché) await. Drive on 
to Lumban, and check out the exquisite em- 
broidery on the town's famous barong Taga- 
logs. 

Pagsanjan then awaits, its numerous Span- 
ish era stone houses dotting the main road. 
Stop by Durafe for its pansit, and check out 
Step-Rite across the street for really cheap 
shoes, Check in at any of the numerous re- 
sorts in Pagsanjan, where you can shoot the 
rapids up to Pagsanjan Falls the next morning. 
Once you reach the falls, а raft will bring you 
toa cave right behind the waterfalls. 

Resume your drive through Pila, until you 
hit the town of Bay. Keep your eye open for 
Kamayan sa Palaisdaan, where you con eat 
lunch in any of the huts floating around a 
pond filled with carp. And of course, don't 
drive past Los Baños without some buko pie 
from Lety's along the national highway. 

You'll need a lot of food as you might get 
stuck in traffic in Calamba, but with a little 
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You + friends + a full tank 
= adventure on the road 


more patience, you'll be back on South Super- 
highway and heading home to the city. 


Kapampangan cuisine 

Just 45 minutes north of Manila is the culi- A 
nary center of the Philippines—Pampanga. d uc ЕВ 
ivan Henares, heritage activist, recommends К $ gi ДА 
a visit to Claude Tayags house for bottled | JLA 
buro and taba ng talangka. Then head to Fur- es 
niture Clay in Mabalacat, Pampanga, where ш 
expor-quality furniture pieces abound at 
dirt-cheap factory prices 

For lunch, head to Abe's Farm Pampanga in 
Mt. Arayat. Savor delicacies such as sinuteng 
hinubarang kuhol (escargots sautéed in olive 
oil with garlic and chilies), balo-balo (fer- 
mented rice and shrimp) and crispy tadyang 

I" (marinated beef ribs deep-fried 


“D Original 
to a delicious crispiness). Then drop by Betis 
Church in Guagua, dubbed the Sistine Chapel 
of the Philippines, to view its wall and ceiling 
murals. 

Don't forget to take home some ensay- 
madas from San Fernando, which can be as 
big as eight inches! 

Finally, cap off your day with dinner at the 
Italian Restaurant along Fields Avenue, An- 
geles City for Chris Locher's unexpected culi- 
nary delights. If you have an extra day, ar- 
range for a river cruise along the Rio Grande 
де Pampanga. Find out why tourists are flock- 
ing to the Candaba Bird Sanctuary and to the 
mangroves in Masantol. 

Visit http://ivanhenares.blogspot.com for 
more on all things Kapampangan, or сай the 
Center for Kapampangan Studies at (045) 
888-8691 loc. 1311. 


Laguna-Quezon 

For a day of arts and crafts, drive down all 
the way to Calamba, Laguna. Start off your day 
at the Pettyjohn Pottery Workshop (tel. 049- 
5451608) with its pieces made of local clay 
and ash. About 30 minutes away is the City of 
San Pablo. Head to Kusina Salud (tel. 049- 
2466878, 7226085), the house of Patis Tesoro 
in Barangay Sta. Cruz, Putol, San Pablo City, 
for chef Paul Poblador's sumptuous lunches. 

Then just outside San Pablo City is Tiaong, 
Quezon. Ugu Bigyan's Potter's Garden awaits 
at 490 Alvarez Village, Barangay Lucasan, 
Tiaong. If you have time, drop by Villa Escud- 
ero or check out any of San Pablo City's seven 
lakes on your way back. At 104 hectares, 
Sampalok Lake is the biggest and is conve- 
niently located in the city proper. 

‘Take the Alaminos-Sto. Tomas, Batangas 
route on your way back to the South Super- 
highway so you can enjoy an early dinner at 
Rose and Grace along the highway. Warning, 
though, this is not your ordinary air-condi- 
tioned turo-turo. A small plate of vegetables 
will set you back by about P190. Stick to their 
specialty, the bulalo, to make the visit worth- 
while. 
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You Can Have It All 


‘SPECIAL CLASS IN BORACAY: 
E DAYS IN BORACAY: t 19, 9, 1 (FSS) 
Oper days in Mania 
Package includes алат, hole! accommodation, 
transfers. AN meals FREE - Blast, Lunch, Diner and Sacks 
DONT MISS THIS RARE CHANCE OF A LIFETIME! 
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MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
HOROSCOPE 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're creative. You appreciate form, color, light and texture. You also have wonderful visual- 
Жоноп skills, Because you're sensitive to your environment, you like pleasant surroundings. Many of you are psy- 
Sti When youre 25, ou begin to express your ideas more verbally. You lead a busy life! By 55, you value your sect 
Tity and home life mare. Focus on partnerships this year. 

1 Birthdate of: Jet Li, martial artist/actor; Michael Damian, actor; LM. Pel, architect 
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By Javier Mata 
 2bU! Correspondent 


SUMMER IS A TIME TO LET 
loose, relax and laugh a lot—the 
harder, the better. For those of us 
who seek a blissful state of constant 
mirth this summer, here are some 
things worth checking out. 


Comedy clubs 
If you like to see people make fun of them- 
selves (and don't mind being ridiculed yourself), 
try visiting Punch Line on Quezon Boulevard or 
Laugh Line on Timog Avenue. Both clubs have 
mostly gay emcees who do their damdest to en- 
tertain people, sometimes even at their own ex- 
pense. Laugh Line is also a sing-along bar, so it’s 
а good choice for those who enjoy belting it out. 
~ Another place worth visiting is The Library in 
Malte, which has produced a number of popu- 
lar stand-up comics like Allan К. 


‘Comedy shows 

Live stand-up comedy featuring Jim Jef- 
fries, Richard Morton, Caimh McDonell is 
about to hit Manila, Organized by the Mani- 
la branch of the Punch Line Comedy Club, 
these live stand-up comedy shows feature 
some of the funniest people to come out of 
Western civilization. Not for the easily offend- 
ed, though, as they contain some blunt irrev- 
erent adult jokes. Definitely not for kids, too. 


Win American 
Idol’ goodies! 


SIT UB SING ALONG AND ROOT FOR 
‘your idols, but make sure you pay attention 
"when you watch “American Idol” on Star 
‘World tonight, because 2bU! is giving away 
exclusive, limited-edition "American Idol" 
goodies to three fans who can answer the 
following questions correctly about 
tonight's show: 

1. What will Paris Bennett sing tonight? 

2. Who willbe the last singer? 

3. Who do you think will be booted out 
tomorrow night? 

Three “American Idol" fans who e-mail 
their answers first to starworld 
americanidol_on_2bu@yahoo.com — will 
win a limited-edition "American Idol" show- 
er radio pack and a CD holder each! The 
winner? names will be revealed in next 
Wednesdays issue of 2bU, along with a 
fresh batch of questions you should watch 
out for! 

"American Idol” airs live on Star World, at. 
5 pam, today, with prime-time telecasts at 8 
pam. and 11:30 p.m. 

Last week's winners: 

Hans Pura 

Karmela Franco 

Erwin Nolido 

Winners can pick up their prizes at 7/8 
RCI Bldg, 105 Rada St, Legaspi Village, 
Makati. Call 7513805-06 or 8937472. 


Tickets are P1,950. The date is May 17, at 
Heckle and Jeckle, G/F Villa Bldg., Jupiter St. 
cor. Makati Ave. Call 8951752. 

Willy Nepomuceno's Pinoy Big Bother 
Conspiracy Edition. Willie spoofs the popu- 
lar reality TV show "Pinoy Big Brother " by 
putting the most famous and infamous news 
headliners under one roof: Pacman, Gringo, 
Mang Pidol, Ping, Ka Freddie, Erap, EVR, Tita 
Cory and Kris Aquino, just to name a few. 
Watch Gringo Honasan plot a coup against 
“Kuya,” Garci try to avoid eviction or Erap 
work to outsmart Kris Aquino in her own 
game show. Catch it tomorrow at the Music. 
Museum. Call 8919999. 


Funny movies 

Scary Movie 4. The Scary Movie series, 
which spoofs and sends-up scenes from other 
well-known movies, has its own cult following. 

ће fourth installment deconstructs "Saw" 

"Saw IL "The Village," "The Grudge,” "War of 
the Worlds," “Million Dollar Baby" “Brokeback 
Mountain" and many more. Take this: the 
‘opening sequence, a spoof of “Saw,” will fea- 
ture Dr. Phil McGraw and Shaquille O'Neal. 

“Some Like It Hot” and “Blazing Sad- 
dies.” These films were selected by the Amer- 
ican Film Institute as two of the funniest 
movies of all time (first and sixth, respective- 
ly). Pick them for your own enjoyment and as 
a tribute to comic legends like Jack Lemmon 
and Mel Brooks. They may be a bit hard to 
find in our neighborhood video shops, but 
theyre well worth the effort. 


Summer 
and travel in style 


THE APRIL ISSUE OF MPH (MOBILE 
Philippines) magazine, the most visible 
homegrown magazine on mobile technology, 
is now available in newsstands. 

‘This summer, MPH turns up the heat with 
Phoemela Baranda on the cover. Phoem talks 
about her hectic traveling experiences and 
how people mispronounce her name. She also 
gives friendly advice on how to match your 
gadgets with your active lifestyle. 

‘The issue also features the beautiful Ala 
Paredes, an artist in every sense of the word. 
Before she finally migrates to Australia with 
her family, Ala talks about her identity asa Fil- 
ipino and her music—mobile music, that is! 

Iesall about the great outdoors and travel- 
ing for the month of April, so the MPH edi- 
tors have decided to showcase the latest 
techniques in ruggedizing digital devices 
and sprucing up your digital camera for 
some fun in the sun. The issue also features 
an exclusive look at the BenQ-Siemens buy- 
out with a special hands-on review of the 
S88, the new flagship phone of the “East 
meets West” merger. 

This issue also contains reviews of the new 
Kodak V570, the world's first dual lens cam- 
era; the new Motorola SLVR; and the 3G- 
ready Nokia N70. 

MPH is a monthly publication geared to- 
ward the Filipino who is always on the go. 
Available in all newsstands and technology 
hubs for P80. 


Whether it's a weekend on the beach or a 
day of checking out historical sites, there's a 
lot awaiting the weary city dweller outside 
the metropolis. 

Bring lots of drinking water, check if your car 
air-conditioner is working fine and take along 
friends who share your adventurous streak. 

Buy a road map so that you can plot out 


your own road trips to out-of-the-way desti- 
nations. Just be sure to gas up so you can al- 
ways drive your way back when you get lost. 
With a Ше creativity, a lot of daring and а 
tank of gas, the next two months might just be 
your most traveled summer yet. 


E-mail the author gmeleen@lycos.com 
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For those 
seeking 

а state 

of constant 
mirth this 
summer, 
here 

are some 
things worth 
checking out 
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Self Unfoldment Fellowship, Inc. (SUFI-ISIS) 


7C DLC Bldg Arancta Ave (near corner SM 


Mesa Centerpoint), Quezon City 
Telefax 454 0145 / 0919 + 2909111 / 


nail: mangosiketst@yahoo.com 
Announces the following course workshops: 


1. Ageless Wisdom A one day esoteric literacy course designed to provide a basic understanding 

on: * The Wisdom of the Ages + The Purpose of Existence • Truth and the Nature of God + 
“The Book of Life * Karma & the Universal Laws of Nature * Reincarnation * The Destiny of 
Man The Inner World « The Different Bodies of Man * The Different Planes of Nature + 
What is Real Evil » Man's Health & Disease * The Art & Science of Meditation + 
‘The value of knowing the TRUTH is shown by its capacity to purify, enable, and uplift 
ones consciousness. 
Numerology (Basic Course) - Shows you how to use the magical powers of numbers to 
manifest your goals & aspirations. Learn how to determine your life's purpose/birth path. 
How to use your lucky number aspects to empower you intuitively, financially, & spiritually. 
Plus discover the hidden power in your birthday number to know you're your empowering 
name, potentialyzing signature & lucky personal symbol. 


Numerology (Advance Course) — Provides the synthesis and practical applicati 
science of numbers. thru the Kaballah of numbers. 


ns on the 


The Science of Immortal 


Winged Unicorn Technique: Activate your inner eye and 
develop clairvoyance to see 


learly" and unveil the wonders of Reality. 
Vegetarian Cooking — Restore your health and stay fit for life! Save the environment, too, 
while learning to cook sumptuous meals (15 main courses and 15 soups). 


[Гачев Wisdom (2 Days] 
| May 6-7, 20-21, Jun 23, 1718 
[ 
| 


Vegetarian Cooking (1 Day) 

May 13,27 Jun 10, 24 

(Sat 9 AM- 5 PM) 

Course Fee: P 2500 

Unicorn Clairvoyance (1 Day) * 
May 13, 4, 27, 28, Jun 10, 11, 24, 25 
(Sal AM - 5 PM/ Sun 9 AM - 5 РМ) 
Course Fee: P 5,000 


(Sat 1 PM- S PM Sun 8 AM - 5 PM) 
Course Fee: P 3000 

Numerology (1 Day) 

May 6, 7, 20, 21, Jun 2, 8, 17, 18 
(S219 AM - 5 PM Í Sun 9 AM - 5 PM) 
Course Fes: P 5000 


* Requisite: Ageless Wisdom. 
АЙ courses include materials. Certificate of Attendance, Meal. & Snacks 


^ CNIPKER Çr SOS 
with SNICKERS ‘chocolate Bars. 


etd TRIPS TO CHINA for2' 
F Hg > / 714 
шапа ЕИ, 
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o PECANS йс. 

Grand Prize (3) Trips for 2 to China to watch the 
CHINA GRAND PRIX Race on Sept. 29 - Oct. 1,2006” 

Other Prizes. (9) Nokia N70 Mobile Phones & 

(15) Tag Heuer Formula 1 Watche: 


2219 (Globe, Touch Mobile & Sun Cellular) 
638 (Smart, Addict Mobile & Talk n' Text) 
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IRRY! Join now and get a chance to be one of the lucky winners! 
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JOIN A JOHN ROBERT POWERS SUMMER WORKSHOP JUST FOR KIDS. TEENS. GRADS. 


Special Age Group Workshop: 
Sessions lo fit your schedule, Enroll Now ond 


s in Personality Development, Acting, Modeling, Biquete, and Grooming. Morning and afternoon. 


before your regular school closses begin. Earn the Worldwide John Robert 


Powers International Certficole. MAKE THIS SUMMER THE BEST EVER! HAVE FUN AND GET THE UFETIME BENEFITS OF A 
WORKSHOP AT JOHN ROBERT POWERS. Enroll early for choice schedules, 


CALL Now: 892 9511», 927 DAGCS5aezon o» 


He Сом Valmonte, Bb. Pilipi 


Casmer Bullding, 195 Salcedo St., 
Legaspi Village, Makati City 
Guerdec parting савыр 
START TODAY. FINISH BEFORE REGULAR CLASSES 

5 International & Rosalyn Sirikit Santiago. 


Ground Floor Cinderella Buliding 
825 EDSA, Quezon City 


Qola oloi Buw 


weweiohorobergower com 


BEGIN. 
1st Runner-up Bb. Pilipinas 2006 


MTV, AYOS! Gabriel and T] Besa 
do their father-and-son bonding 
in Boracay. 


REAL LADY. Nadine 
Rosia of Real Coffee 


n PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


HALE, BRO! Champ and Chino 
Lui Pio 


E. uL 


REUNITED RAVE. Savannah 
Lumen and Martin Ledesma 


‘THE KING ANDI. Claire and Datu 
Sumndad rule these party shores. 


Bora beach party policies 


TILL ON THE SHORES OF SUMMER'S 
hottest island—last_weekend’s Hed 
Kandy party by Bigfish at Hey Jude's 

drew partyphiliacs from all over the country to 

flock and groove to Paul Hills easy-on-the-ears 
beats, while elsewhere on the island were pock- 

etevents from AtoZ. а 

1 first took C—as in Coca- (73 

Cola, when I passed by the ( | 

МТУ Summer Break with V; 

Coke where Pinoy bands 

jammed live with the island's 

locals. This was after I took in 

A—asin Anton Ramos" "Real 

Sunset Sessions” in Waling- 

Waling, where sexy scenester 

Faith Amigo celebrated her ,., 

birthday as well. Tim 

My respect for Anton has 
gone a level up. 1 have fol- Yap 


ш 


Penthouse party 
My newfound party spot was at the pent- 
house of Krafes at D*Mall. Кта is the multi- 
level convenience store at the end ofthe strip. It 
маз surreal to walk up a flight of stairs full of 
grocery goods and end up on. 
Eg my he roof deck fl of pany- 
A Seems happy locals and long-time 
a Bora residents all hospitable 
enough to host good-vibed 
guests 
The sun was out, but the 
weekend warriors were sun 
worshippers as well, so that 
wasn't a problem. Just don 
your Ray-Bans and Nikes and 
you're all good. Other peeps 
geared up their rooms, all 
ready for their follow-ups to 
the all-day action. 


BEACH BUDS. Trish IN OROUT? Kat 
Schrottman wit Lawsand Paolo Cruzand Stephen 
Anne Curtis Ku 


Peace. 


rents! blonde-haired DJ Co- 
i sunset sessions. 

This weekend, the Century Tuna Body 

take place at Pier 1, and the week 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2006 


CAPTAIN 
BARBELL! 
Chard 
Gutierrez 
with leading 
lady and new 
AMP girl 
Georgina 
Wilson 


PHOTOSBYTINYAP 


inflatable branded collaterals spread all over 
the island. Everything was fun! fun! fun! ex- 
cept that at one point or another, something 
not-so-funny would happen on the way out of 
the party forum. Some people had to be ush- 
ered out—voluntarily or involuntarily. 

It caused some weird commotion inside the 
good-vibed venue. Temperatures were raised 
even higher (not the good kind), some people 
were screaming, others were raising their fists. 
But it all got lost in the music and mayhem of 
the moment. I didn't know whether the commo- 
tion was in celebration of the party or of some- 
thing else. I wonder how my good buddy and 
Big Fish founder, the late DJ Tuck Cheah, was 
taking all this from his DJ throne in heaven. 

In this scene (as with any field), itis our re- 
sponsibility to remind each other why we are. 


Towed his career from his first CD to his latest Love. Unity. afer that, the Nestea Beach Volley tour 


compilation (heard there are even pirated 
copies in Quiapo, can you imagine?), and I must 
say, he really knows his craft. This while still 
maintaining a friendly and down-to-earth dis- 
position, and never being that “smug-I-know- 
everything-about-music” type of producer 

__ On his music, whereas before he made peo- 
ple chill and enjoy the sunset, now he has mas- 
tered the art of making people dance to the 
sunset, and beyond. DJ master Manolet Dario 
‘continued to wow us with his Manomission. 
party at Aria, where everyone A-list made sure 
to have their attendance checked. 

But my consistent choice is stil E. As in Erwin 
Edralin, whose ear candy came after the Hed 
Kandy DJ. The police had to peacefully shut 
down the Big Fish party at 7 am. Sunday as the 
island had to resume its family-friendly ammo- 
sphere. Some people were jogging to Sunday 
‘Mass already, so the parties continued elsewhere. 


Other days of the weekend were devoted to 
Bora Bounds fifth installation, with nearly 
nude celebrities frolicking under the sun 
flaunting sponsored freebies. I almost joined 
the Motorola 3G island relay race, (to win the 
latest V3x 3G-capable Motorola phone), but I 
remembered my ACL injury (which 1 haven't 
had operated on yet; paging Dr George Can- 
las—Ill visit you soon) and just stayed put to 
cheer on Team Embassy, whose second-place 
win was just perfect for the evening's Embassy 
ах Cocomangas party, which featured new su- 
perstar DJs Martin Pulgar and Owens Sun. 

Talso gave Jenni Epperson a standing ova- 
tion for her new beach cover-ups line for Fold 
ed and Hung, launched at Club Paraw. 

Station 2s new bar and hotel Suzuni, 
owned by Geni Psinakis and Seair's Nikos 
Gitsis, hosted two simultaneous parties—one 
for the Addict Mobile Uno Lounge (it 
launched Nokia’s N91 phone), and another 
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Respect— 
these four 
pillars of 
partying 
should 
never 
ever be 
forgotten 
or abused 


here “there's no such thing as off season.” 


Something not-so-funny 


MANOMISSION. Miss Finland Thea with 
Manolet and Jed Dario 


ney—all happenin’ on these shores. As one 
Boracay resident told me over the weekend, 


The whole weekend went fine, with giant 


here in the first place. Forget ego, and throw 
your tantrums out the door. If you've had a 
bad day, make sure you cleanse your energy 
before you enter the party. We go to an event 
to have fun, not to stop fights or get BV (bad 
vibes) from people who can't control their 
temper, alcohol or whatever, 

lam here not to take sides or judge, but to 
serve as a vanguard to the scene I am very 
much a part of. Whether you are the promot- 
er, partyphile or producer, aren't we supposed 
tobe one big happy party family? 

PLUR. Nope, this four-letter word does not 
stand for the latest mobile phone or the 
catchiest new buzzword. This code represents 
things we stand for and will continue to abide. 
by Peace. Love. Unity. Respect. These four pil- 
Jars of partying should never ever be forgot 
ten or abused. 

Anybody who forgets deserves to be ush- 
ered out the door, pronto. 


Win P10,000 worth of shopping credit or a fabulous make over! 
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Woman on top 
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